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HE Memorials of the Perſons, 

mentioned in this Work, were 
extracted from Teſtimonies concerning 
them, or other authentic Accounts, 
and are collected, as thoſe in the ſeven 
preceding Volumes were, with a View 
to the Promotion of Piety and Virtue ; 
that by having the Footſteps of thoſe 
before them, who have finiſhed their 
Courſe well, others might be excited 


and encouraged to follow them as hoy 
followed Chriſt. | 


as It 


Te PREFACE: 


It is in my Heart more particularly 
to addreſs the riſing Youth, with De- 
fires that they may be raiſed up and 
qualified to fill the Places of thoſe who 
are gone from Works to Rewards; that 
the Teſtimony given us to bear may be 
faithfully maintained, the Borders of 
Sion enlarged, and the glorious un- 
changeable Truth, in the Courſe of. 
divine Wiſdom, be more * 


among Men. 


And fr, to thoſe of both Sexes, 
who are yet in their Minority, and 
who often feel the Touches of divine 
Love tendering their Hearts, and draw- 
ing them to Good and the Love of 
good Men, tho' perhaps (like Samuel 
when a Child) they may at firſt be 
ignorant of the Cauſe thereof: Let 
theſe therefore be intreated not to get 
from under theſe precious Viſitations, 
but as they feel them to ariſe, be careful 
not to neglect, much leſs oppoſe them ; 

_-— and 


D PREFACE 
and in due Time ſuch will experience 
them to be a Degree of that divine 
Light, which lighteth every Man that 
cometh into the World, John i. 9. By 
bringing all their Thoughts, Words 


and Actions thereto, they will clearly 
_ diſcern the Ground and: * of 


7 them. 


It was through the Influence of this 
divine Principle, many were led in 
very early Vouth to wait for and ſeek 
after that Conſolation which they had 
felt, without knowing from whence it 
came, until he who firſt viſited, en- 
larged their Underſtandings, and led 
them to a further Degree of Know- 
ledge, and convinced them it was of a 
divine Nature, and that their Growth 


in true Virtue lay in a Ready Attention 
thereto. 


To thoſe who are of riper Years, and 
who have been mercifully favour'd with 


a further 


= PREFACE. 
a farther Enlargement of this divine 
Life, and are in meaſure turned. to it; 
the Safety of all ſuch depends in wait- 
ing for its Inſtructions, and under 1ts 
heavenly Influence faithfully following 
them. Let theſe be encouraged in the 
Language of the Prophet: Then ſball 
we know, if we follow on to know the 
Lord, his Going forth is prepared as the 
Morning; and he ſhall come unto us as 


the Rain, as the latter and former Rain 
unto the Earth, Hoſea vi. 3. 


Theſe will, in true Wiſdom, fee the 
Service of their Day, feel divine Sup- 
port through this State of Probation, 
and Preſervation to the End; pattaking 
as they go along of that Peace which 
Cbriſt promiſed his true Followers, 
Peace ] leave with you, my Peace I give 
unte you, not as the World giveth, give 
J unto you, John xiv. 27. 


It 


Te PREF 4T 


It was this which ſupported the 
Righteous in all Ages, and is Cauſe of 
Encouragement to look forwards ; the 
ſame Hand which ſupported our Pre- 
deceſſors, is ſtill near to help us in 
every needful Time, Thus by filling 
up every Duty we may experience, in 
our Concluſion, the Truth of the Pro- 
phet's Declaration, that The Work of 
' Righteouſneſs ſhall be Peace, and the 
Effect of Righteouſneſs, Quietneſs and 
Aſſurance for ever, Iſaiah xxxii. 17. 


: "E- W. . 
London, the 8th of the 
Firſt Month 1774. 
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PIETY PROMOTED. 


Tux EiGcunTmn FanRT. 


. . 


AMUEL CATER, formerly of 

Littleport in the Ifle of Eh was con- 

vinced of the Principles of Truth, as 
held by the People called Quakers, about 
the Year 1655, by the Miniſtry of James 
Parnel, who (though but a Youth about 
eighteen Years of Age) was raiſed up pow- 
ertully to preach the Goſpel, and became 
inſtrumental in the ſettling and eſtabliſhing 
many therein, both by Teſtimony and Wri- 
ting, and finiſhed his Courſe in Colchefter 
Caſtle before he reached his twentieth Year, 
for his Teſtimony to the Truth ; for a further 
Account of whom, ſee Vol. I. Page the iſt. 
of Piety Promoted, and a — of his 
own 3 


Soon after his Convincement, the faid 
| Samuel Cater was excommunicated by the 


3 Baapiiſts, 


1 


Baptiſts, among whom he had walked; z and 
by.the Records of Friends Sufferings it ap- 
pears he was divers Times impriſoned for 
his Teftimony to the Truth : With reſpect 
to his Chriſtian Progreſs through a long 
Courſe of Years from bis Convincement to 
his Deceaſe, no particular Account appears, 
bur what is noted above. 


About the Latter-end of the Seventh 
Month 1711, he was taken ill; in the Courſe 
of which linefſs he expreſs'd himſelf to ſome 


Friends and Neighbours who carne to viſit 


him, to this Effect: That God would have them 


to be ſaved, and deſired them to mind the 
Grace of God that bringeth Salvation, or the 
Light of Jeſus Chriſt in their Conſciences that 
reproveth for Evil, which he often repeated, 
with many more ſuch like Expreſſions to all 
that came to ſce him in his laſt Ilneſs, defiring 
them that were not of our Society, Net 1 
take it ill that he ſpoke to them, for it was in 
true Lede to their Seuls, and that they might 
nol put off Time till Streugth failed, for they 
would find enough te do to wreſtle with the 
Pains of the Body; | thereforegs lays he, prize 
zeur Time. At another Time, when in great 
Pain, he deſired, That be might quietly hope, 
and pattently wait, for the Salvation of Gd; 


for neither Grace nor Glory, nor any good 


Thing world the — from them = 
Wa 


{ 3-1 
walk uprigbily. Often praiſing God, That he 


felt the Preſence of his dear Son Fefus Chrift, 


who died on the Crofs for all, to fill bis Soul, 
Again defiring, That he and his Houſe might 
ferve the Lord, let others do as they would; 

and remarked, That Caleb ſaid, He was Four- 


| ſeore and five Years of Me, and be was as 


ſtrong for War as he was ferty Fears before; 
J am, ſays he, going of Four. ſcore and ſix, 
and I am as flrong for the ſpiritual War as 1 
was forty Years ago. 


To his Daughter Elizi1beth Hawkes, he 
would fay with great Zeal on Firſt and 
Fourth Days, being Mezting Days; Come, 
dear Child, let us wait on the Lord, that 
though we be abſent in Body, we may not be 
in Spirit, Often ſpeaking very comfortably 
to his Wife and Daughter, faying, He feln 
little Pain, but a Difficulty of Breathing ; and 
that he was well ſatisfied with the Will of the 


Lord. Tf he lived, he hoped to live to the 
Lord; and if it was his Lot to die, be felt 


true Satisfaction therein, and it would be Gain 
to him to be in his Father*s Kingdom, to behold 
the Glory of his Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt. 


A Friend taking Leave of him, he faid, 
Dear Child, the Lord be with thee and many 
more. Mind, it's an excellent Bleſſing to feel 
and witneſs the Ancient of Days to be with his 

B 2 People, 


( 4 ] 
People, without whoſe Preſence we are poor 
nothing Creatures, and not of ourſelves able 10 


do any thing to the Honour of our God. Not 
long betore his Departure, his Eyes being ſhut, 


he felt for his Daughter's Hand, and ſaid, 


Dear Child, I find the Man's Words fulfilled. 
She aſking what Man? He anſwered, The 
firſt Quaker tbat I ſaw: I was at Work 
upon ſuch a Houſe in the Town ; be looked 


upon me, and bad me Repent, for the Kingdom 
of Heaven was at band: And now I can ſay 


it is at hand. Magniſied be thy holy Name, 
O Lord ! Several Times expreſſing, He felt 
the Kingdom nigh his Soul, The Day betore 
he died, he ſaid, Now, O Lord] doth my 
Eyes ſee thy Salvation, now let thy Servant de- 
part in Peace. Being much pent for Breath, 
he ſaid, Lord, thou that gaveſt me Breath, 
canſt take it away, if it be thy Will, do þo : 
Not my Will but thine be done, O Lord my 
Ges? 


He departed this Life the 1 9th of the 


Eighth Month 1711. Aged near eighty- ſix 
Years, 


GILBERT 


t 
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ILBERT THOMPSON, of 
Sankey in Lancaſhire, was born at Sed- 
 bergb in Norkſhire, about the Year 1658. He 
was in his Time a Man of great Uſe and 
Service in the Church, and in his Station 
of a School-maſter was eminently qualified 
for the Inſtruction of Youth, being endued 
with Wiſdom and Skill to govern them by 
mild and gentle Means, labouring to find 
oat their ſeveral Diſpoſitions, that his Ap- 
plication might be ſuitable thereto ; and 
being an Example of Humility and good 
Converſation, his Labours for their Inſtruc- 
tion was manifelt in their Improvement in 
Learning, Underſtanding and Conduct: And 
while under his Care, many of them were 
ſo reached by Truth, and made like tender 
Plants repleniſhed with Heavenly Dew, as 
gave Encouragement to hope they might 
prove uſeful in due Seaſon, which has been 
verified ſince in divers. Fs 


But as it's common when Truth prevails, 

the Enemies thereof ſtir up War; ſo by 
| ſome envious Perſons this our Friend was 
perſecuted for keeping a School, and car- 
ried Priſoner to Lancaſter Caſtle, which he 


bore 


=. 7 
bore with Chriſtian Patience, till diſcharg 
by due Courſe of Law. 


About the forty-firft Year of his Age, he 
was called to the Miniftry, in which his 
Labours was edifying, being pure and un- 
mixed with enticing Words of Man's Wif- 
dom. He travelled through moſt Parts of 
Great. Britain and Ireland, where his Service“ 
was well accepted, his whole Converfation 
chearful, yet innocent, was agreeable to 
the Goſpel. As if ſenſible of his approach- 
mg Concluſion, he viſited his Friends in 
his native Country, and at London, and ſig- 
nified his great Satisfaction therein, faying, 
His Time drew near for his being diveſted of 
his earthly Tabernacle ; which proved fo, for 
about two Weeks after his Return Home, 
he was ſeized with an Intermitting Fever, 
and in about two Weeks more died, bearing 
his Sicknefs with Patience, faying, He had 
done his Day's Work. | 


He died the 22d of the Fourth Month 
1719, at his Houſe at Sankey, and was 


buried the 25th of the ſame at Penkeilb. 
Aged ſixty- one Years, 


JOAN 


— 
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OHN BUTCHER), Et" 

of London, was born of religious Pa- 
rents, in the Seventh Month 1666, about 
two Wecks after the dreadful Conflagration ; 
his Father lived to a great Age, dying about 
his eighty-eighth Year, and his Mother about 
her Gxty-eighth Lear; both a a ſweet 
Memorial behind them. 


He, the * Fobn, was by 3 religi- 
ouſly educated in the Way of Truth, and 
through the Grace of God, early receiving 
it in the Love thereof, it pleaſed the Lord 
to endue him with a Degree of the Goſpel 


3 Miniſtry, and to open his Mouth about the 


fifteenth Year of his Age, in a publick 
Teſtimony to the true Light Chriſt Jeſus, 
not only in his outward, but alſo, and more 
eſpecially, in his inward Appearance by his 
Grace and Holy Spirit ; and he gradually 
grew therein, and became an able Miniſter, 
not of the Letter, but of the Spirit. 


He travelled into divers Parts of this Na- 
tion, being well accepted therein, labour- 
ing for the Proſperity of Truth, a Lover 
of Peace, Unity and Concord; and being 
endued with a large Portion of Wiſdom and 
S CY | 


[&3 


Underſtanding in the Things of God, was 
enabled to ſpeak to the States and Con- 
ditions of many. He was a Peace-maker, 


endeavouring to heal Breaches and reconcile 
Differences among Brethren. 


Hie retained unfeigned Love to his Bre- 
thren to the End of his Days, altho' afflicted 
with great Weakneſs for ſome Time before 
his Death, which impaired his Memory; yet 
that true Love contiued in him, was evi- 
dent by his chearful Countenance, friendly 
and courteous Deportment. In a Viſit of 
fome Friends about a Year before his De- 

ceaſe, he expreſſed himſelf very ſenſibly, 
with reſpect to the Lord's tender Dealings 
with him all along, and the Hope he had of 
Happineſs e Chriſt. 


George Whitehead and Gilbert Molleſon, 
viſiting him, he expreſſed his kind Accept- 
ance thereof, and took it as a Token of the 
Love and Mercy of God to him ; and fig- 
nify'd the Lord's tender Dealing with bim, 
and helping him ſince he viſited him in his 
young Years, and that the Lord was now 
with him; and after remembring his dear 
Love to Friends, as apprehenſive his End 
drew near, he ſaid, His Hay was bright and 
clear before bim, and that be was truly reſigned 
to the 1285 of the Lord. 


_ He 


( 9 ] 

He died at Palmer's Green near Edmond- 
ton, in Middleſex, the 16th of the Ninth 
Month 1721, and was buried on the 2 iſt 
of the ſame in Friends Burial-ground near 
Bunbill-fields, after a Meeting at the Bull 
and Mouth Meeting-houſe, attended by a 


numerous Company of Friends and friendly 
People. Aged about fiity-five Years. 


8 


—— 


EO RGE BOW LES, formerly 

of Giles- Chalfont, within the Compaſs 

ot Jourdan's Meeting in Buckinghamfhire, 
was convinced of Truth in London, about 
the Year 1681, He was a Man whom the 
Lord favour'd with a good Underſtanding, 
and although he had not much human 
Learning, yet he was eminently endued with 
divine Gifts, whereby he was qualified and 
made an able Miniſter of the everlaſting 
Goſpel, and under the Influences thereof was 
enabled to declare the Doctrine of Truth in 
a living powerful Teſtimony, to that divine 
Light, which leads to Salvation, His Doc- 
trine was ſound, inſtructive, very ſolid, and 
free from Affectation, tendering the Hearts 
of the Hearers. He was not only ſer- 
viceable in Miniſtry, but was eminently ſo 
in the Diſcipline and Government of the 
Church, in which he was frequently con- 
e cern'd 


10 J 


cern'd, and zealous that nothing might re- 

main which would eclipſe the Luſtre and 

Beauty thereof; and that all who profeſſed 

the Truth might walk worthy thereof. Thus 

Iweetly did he walk through a Courſe of 
many Years; and when through bodily In- 

firmities rendered incapable of getting to 

Meeting, which was a Mile from his Houſe, 

he removed to High-W/ickbam, that he might 
be near the Meecting-houle, 


About five Days before his Death, he 
was {-ized with a ſtrong Fever, in which the 
Lord was pleaſed to be with him, to the 
Comfort of Friends who were about him, 


The Evening before his End, he was 
open'd in Spirit to ſpeak in Lamentation of 
the unhappy State of many, who through 
Unwatchfulneſs, and by lending an Ear to 
the Enemy, had neglected thoſe great Pri- 
vileges God in his Mercy had offered them, 
in order for their everlaſting Good; and alſo 
of the Lord's Goodneſs, declaring his Love 
in j r-ſerving the Faithſul in Ages paſt, and 
even down to this Day : And concluding 
with a ſweet Supplication to the Lord. 


Ne departed this Lite on the 18th of the 
_ Eleventh Month 1721, and his Body ac- 
companied by Frenck, was interred in their 
Burial- 
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Burial-· ground at New-Fourdan's, the 22d of 


the fame. 


ä 
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HRISTIAN BARCLAY, 
of Ury in Scotland, Widow of Robert 


Barclay, (Author of the Apology) to whom 
ſhe was married in the Year 1669, and ſur- 


vived him thirty-two Years, was Daughter 
of Gilbert Molleſon, of Aberdeen, Merchant, 
and Margaret his Wife, whoſe pious Lite is 
recorded in a former Treatiſe of this fort : 

She was born in 1647, and by Accounts 
preſerved, was religiouſly inclined from her 
Youth, and publickly embraced the Teſti- 
mony of Truth about the ſixteenth Year of 
her Age, and through many Hardſhips and 
Sufferings, walked in a ſteady Converſation 


conſiſtent with her Profeſſion; her Care and 


Concern was great, that all who profeſſed 
the Truth might poſſeſs it; grave, ſerious 


and weighty in Converſation, diligent in 


Buſineſs, and fervent in Spirit, being often 
attended with the Power and Preſeace of 
divine Goodneſs, in which many precious 


Opportunities of Refreſhment to thoſe pre- 


ſent were plentifully maniteſted and experi- 
enced, both in her Company and under her 
Miniſtry, to their great Joy and Comfort. 


C 2 Her 


( an 


Her Care and Concern was great to pre- 
vent Slackneſs or Indifferency in the Church, 
but that Diligence might be uſed to make 
our Calling and Election ſure ; her daily Con- 
cern for her Children and Grand-Children, 
that they might be preſerv'd, was evident to 
all; her Care to aſſiſt the Poor and ſupply 
them with Neceſſaries, eſpecially the Sick, 
left laſting Impreſſions on their Minds of 
Love and Regard. | 


She was taken ill the 12th of the Ninth 
Month 1722, and from that Time continued 
in a weak State, in which ſhe witneſſed 
many comfortable Opportunities; her Con- 
cern for the Truth and Churches Profperity 
continued with her to the laſt, for Sickneſs 
ſeem'd not to alter her Temper or Concern : 
Many pious Expreſſions dropt from her 
during her Ilneſs, and he who had been with 
her all her Life long, bleſſed her with his 
Preſence to the drawing of her laft Breath, 
which appear'd to be in great Peace and 


Quietneſs, the 14th of the Twelfth Month 


1722, Aged ſeventy-ſix Years, 


p 
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EORGE WHITEHEAD, 

of the City of London, was one who 
in the firſt breaking forth of Truth in this 
Nation, as profeſſed by the People called 
Qua fers, was raiſed up in his very young 
Years to bear Teſtimony thereto, and thro* 
laborious and exerciling Travel, became in- 


ſtrumental in the firſt planting thereof, about 


the City of Norwich and Parts adjacent 3 
and having been conducted through a long 
Courſe of Years, unſpotted to his Conclu- 


ſion, for the Encouragement ot all who may 


read this Account, the following Extract, 
from the Teſtimony of Devonſhire - bouſe 
Monthly-meeting concerning him, of which 
he was a very ſerviceable Member for about 
fifty Years, 1s thought worthy a Place in 
theſe Memoirs, 


„ He was born at Sun-big, in the Pariſh 
&« of Orton, in the County of Weſtmoreland, 
« about the Year 1636, of honeſt Parents, 
e who gave him Education in Grammar 


% Learning. 


% At or about the ſeventeenth Year of * 

« Age, when Friends, by the mighty Power 
« of God, were gathered to be a People, 

the 
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( 14 } | 
the Lord was pleaſed to viſit him, and 
by the Teſtimony" of Truth, he was 
reached unto, and convinced of the Ne- 
ceſſity of an inward and ſpiritual Work 


to be known and wrought upon the Souls 


of Men; and of the Emptinefs of out- 
ward Shew and Formality in Religion : 
And in the Vear 1654, and the eighteenth 
Year of his Age, the Lord fent him forth 
to preach the everlaſting Goſpel in Life 
and Power; and having paſſed through 
York, Lincoln and Cambridge, travelling 
on Foot, had fome Service in his Journey. 
He came while a Youth into Norfolk and 
Suffolk, where he viſited fome tew Meet- 
ings of Friends and ſober Profeſſors; at 


one of which, near the whole Meeting was 


convinced, by the mighty Power of God, 
through his lively and piercing Teſtimony 
and Prayer, N 


« He continued ſome Months in Norfolk, 
and about Norwich, where having Meet- 


ings, he preached the everlaſting Goſpel, 


and thereby turn'd many from Darkneſs 
to Light, and from the Power of Sin and 
Satan, unto God and his Power; that 


People might not continue in empty Forms 


and Shadows, but come to the Life and 
Subſtance of true Religion; and to know 
Chriſt their true Teacher and Leader : 


% And 


7 _ CY 8 22 * — 
= _ ns n . I oh 
2  oyagh LK, 


E ng ] 


„ And great was his Service, Labour and 
„Travel in thoſe Counties, whereby many 


« were reached unto, convinced of, and 
« eſtabliſhed in the bleſſed Truth; and 
« ſome raiſed up to bear a publick Teſti- 
% mony thereunto : But he ſuffered great 
„ Oppoſition, Hardſhips, long and fore Im- 
e priſonments, and ſevere Whipping for his 
« Teſtimony to the Truth, in thoſe his ten- 
e der Years,” as by his Journal of more 
than 600 Pages; wherein many of his 
Services and Travels throughout moſt Parts 
of this Nation are largely related, will 
appear, 7 9 


„He was one whom the Lord had fitly 
& qualified and prepared, by his Divine 
« Power and Holy Spirit, for that Work 
ce whereunto he was called; and whereby 
«© he was made an able Miniſter of the 
« Goſpel: He was a large Experiencer of 
« the Work of God, and deep Myſteries 
« of the heavenly Kingdom, and was fre- 
« quently opened in Meetings to declare of, 
« and untold the ſame in the clear Demon- 
« ſtration of the Spirit and Power, dividing 
« the Word aright, to the opening and 
« convincing the Underſtandings of many, 
« -who were unacquainted with the Way and 
« Work of Truth, and to the comforting, 
« confirming and eſtabliſhing of the People 

- « and 


” 


116 
and Children of the Lord in their Journey 
and Travel Zion-ward. | 


&« He was not only a zealous Contender 
for, and Aſſerter of the true Faith and 
Doctrine of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, in a found and intelligible Tefti- 
mony, but allo was valiant and ſkilful 
in the Defence thereof, againſt Adverſa- 
ries and Oppoſers of the ſame ; and one, 
who through a long Courſe of man 

Days, was careful to adorn the Doctrine 
of our holy Profeſſion, by a circumſpect 
Life and godly Converſation, wherein the 
Fruits of the Spirit, viz. Love, Joy, 
Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Good- 


. neſs, Faith, Meekneſs and Temperance, 
did eminently ſhine forth through him, 


to the Praile and Glory of God. 


« Being thus qualiiy'd, and of a meek 
and peaceable Diſpoſition, he was had 


in good Eſteem amongſt moſt Sorts of 


People that were acquainted with him; 


which tended much to the opening his. 


Way in his publick Service for Truth, 
and frequent Solicitations of the King and 
Parliament, Biſhops and great Men in 


his Time, for the Relief and Relcaſe of 
his ſuffering Friends and Brethren, under 
tore Perſecutions and hard Impriſonments, 
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MW 
and for Liberty of Conſcience, and alſo 
for Relief in caſe of Oaths : In which 
Labour of Love and eminent Services, 
among other Brethren, this our dear 
Friend was principally exerciſed, and the 
Lord was with him, and made way for 
him in the Hearts of the Rulers z ſo that 
his faithful Labour was often crown'd 


-with Succeſs, to the comforting and re- 


Joicing of the Hearts of many ſuffering 
Brethren, 


«© He was a good Example to the Flock 
in his diligent frequenting of Firſt and 
Week-day Meetings for publick Worſhip, 
and other Meetings for the Service of 
Truth, fo long as his Ability of Body 
remain'd ; willing to take all Opportu- 
nities for publiſhing and promoting the 
Truth; zealous to ſupport good Order 
and Diſcipline in the Church of Chriſt : 
And as he was not ſuddenly for taking 
hold of any, ſo he was as exemplary in 
not being forward to caſt any off, in 
whom there appeared any thing that was 
good, being always deſirous to encourage 
the Good in all, condeſcending to the 
Weak, - but admoniſhing the Faulty, in 
the Spirit of Meekneſs and Wiſdom, 
that they might be * in Love to 


. Truth, 
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Truth, and come into the Unity of ihe one 
Spirit, which is the Bond of Peace, 


« He was a tender Father in the Church, 
and as ſuch was of great Compaſſion, 
ſympathizing with the Afflicted whether 


in Body or Mind; a diligent Viſitor of 


the Sick, and labouring to comfort the 
mourning Soul; careful to prevent, and 
diligent in compoſing Differences. 


« It pleaſed the Lord to viſit him with 
ſome levere Pains and Weakneſs of Body, 
ſo that he was diſabled for ſome Weeks 
from getting to Meetings; but he often 
expreſſed his Deſires for the Welfare of 
the Church of Chriſt, and that Friends 
might live in Love and Unity. 


« He continued in a patient reſigned 
Frame of Mind to the Will of God, 


waiting ſor his great Change, rather de- 


firing to be difſolved and be with Chriſt, ſay- 
ing, "The Sting of Death was taken away, 


«© He expreſſed a little before his * 
parture, That he bad a renewed Sight or 
Remembrance of his Labours and Travels, 
that he had gone through from his firſt 
Convincement ; he looked upon them with 
1 ths of Comfort and Satisfaction, and 

« admired 
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te admired how the Preſence of the Lord had 
e attended and carried him through them all. 


« He departed this Life in great Peace 
% and Quiet, the 8th Day of the Firſt 
« Month 1722-3, about the eighty-leventh 
„Year of his Age, having been a Miniſter 
< about ſixty-eight Years, and was buried 
ce the 13th of the fame in Friends Burial- 
« ground in Bunbill fields, attended by a 
& large Number ot his Friends and others.“ 


HOMAS ALDAM, formerly 
3 of Warmſworth in Yorkſhire, was edu— 
cated in the Way of Truth we proleſs: He 
was in his Youth early viſited with the {pirt- 
tual Appearance thereof in his Soul, and by 
and through Faithiulneſs thereunto he was 
fitted and prepared for a Diſp<nfation of the 
Golpel about the tweaty-fourth Year of his 
Age; in whicn he was fervent in ſtirring up 
Friends to Faith/ulneſs in the ſeveral Teſti- 
monies of Truth, and which he alſo adorn'd 
with an exemplary Lite and Converſation, 
giving Teſtimony thereto by two Years and 
an half's Impriſonment, about the Years 
1671 and 1684, 
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He was diligent in attending Meetings 
both for Worſhip and Diſcipline, in which 
he was very ſerviceable, being of a ſound 
Judgment and able in Counſel. Much might 
be ſaid of his Labours, in which he always 


among Friends, and retain'd his Integrity to 
old Age. 


He was taken ill about the Seventh Month 
1722, and from that Time kept his Room 
under great Weakneſs of Body; but was 
preſerved in a weighty tender Frame of 

Spirit. And as he had always been a diligent 
Attender of Meetings, ſo at his Deſire the 
Meeting was often kept in his Room; in 
which he was fervent in Prayer, and bore 
Teſtimony to the Goodneſs of God to his 


and Exhortation to others, to their mutual 
Comfort and Edification. During his IIneſs 


of whom he expreſſed his Hope and C onfidence 

in the Lord, that througo the Mercy of God in 

Chriſt Feſus, he ſpould have a Place of Reſt 

in the World to come, and an Inheritance 
among thoſe who are ſanctiſied. 


He departed this Life the 17th of the 
Firſt Month 1722-3, and was buried in the 


Bury ing- place at F/armſworth (which himſelf 
had 


ſought the Preſervation of Peace and Unity 


Soul; and had a Word of Encouragement 


he was frequently viſited by Friends, to fome 
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had incloſed and built a Meeting-houſe there- 
in, and in his Liſe-time given to the Uſe 
of Friends) the 19th of the ſame. Aged 
ſeventy-tour Years. 5 


ICHARD CLARIDGE, was 

born in the Tenth Month 1649, at 
Farmborough in the County of Warwick, of 
ſober and reputable Parents, who brought 
him up to Learning from his Childhood, and 
in the ſeventeenth Year of his Age ſent him 
to the Univerſity of Oxford ; where aſter 
ſome Years Continuance, he took his Degree 
of B. A. and was ordain'd a Deacon. In 
the Year 1672 he was ordain'd a Prieſt, 
and had his Induction to the Rectory of 
Peopleton in the ſaid County of Warwick, 
where he continued a publick Preacher up- 
wards of nineteen Years. 


During which Time, the Lord was often 
pleaſed by the Inſhining of his divine Light, 
to open his Underſtanding, and ſhewed him 
the Inconſiſtency of his then Employment; 
and for the Sake of a good Conſcience to- 
wards God, he quitted his parcchial Charge 
and Tithe Revenue, and freely reſign'd the 
Service in the Year 1091, 


After 


— 
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After which he join'd himſelf to the Bap- 
tits, and was for ſome Time a publick 
Preacher among them; but his ſeekin 
Soul not finding that Satisfaction which he 
earneſtly longed for and ſought after, his 
Eye being ſtill to the Lord for the Guidance 
and Direction of his holy Spirit, the My- 
ſtery of the pure evangelical Diſpenſation 
was clearly manifeſted, and he was brought 
to embrace the Truth as proſeſſed by us, and 
made a publick Proteſſion thereof in the 
Year 1697, and was brought to a patient 
Waiting 1n Silence, not daring again to open 
his Mouth until it pleaſed the Lord by the 
immediate Operation of his bleſſed Spirit to 
influence him thereto, and make him a free 
Miniſter of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; in which 
his Teſtimony was found and edifying, preſ- 
ſing all to Purity of Life, adorning the ſame 
in his Life and Converſation ; in which his 
Piety towards God and Love to his Neigh- 
bour, the Truth and Juſtice of his Words 
and Actions, made him as a Light in the 
World, and gave forch a Teſtimony to the 
Truth in the Hearts of others. In his own 
Family he was a living Example of Virtue, 
being an affectionate Huſband, a loving 
Father, and a kind and gentle Maſter ; fre- 
quent in Supplication to the Lord for the 
Preſervation of himſelf and Houſhold in the 
Way of Truth and Righteouſneſs, charitable 

to 
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to the Poor, and a frequent Viſitor of the 
Sick; and in his more publick Service, his 
various Treatiſes wrote in Detence of Truth, 
will ſtand as jaſting Monuments of his un- 
wearied Endeavours tor its Promotion. 


For ſome Years before his Death he was 
in a declining State as to bodily Health, yet 
his Love and Zeal declined not ; but he kept 
cloſe to Meetings till about a Week before 
his Departure, when he was taken with a 
Shortneſs of Breath attended with a Fever, 


which continued on him to his End. During 


the Time of his Sickneſs he expreſſed to 
divers Friends who viſited him, his inward 
Peace and Satisfaction of Soul, and an humble 
Reſignation 10 the divine Will, in an aſſured 
Hope of a glorious Immortality, placing bis 
whole Truſt and Confidence in the free Grace 
and Mercy of Gad. 


He departed this Life the 28th of the 
Second Month 1723, aged ſeventy-three 
Years, and was buried in Friends Burial- 
ground near Bunhill-fields, accompanied by a 


numerous Company of Friends and others. 


JOHN 
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OHN BROW N, an ancient 
| Friend in the County of Surrey, was 
born at Laleham in Middleſex, the 1ſt of 
the Sixth Month 1639, and was one of the 
firſt convinced in the County where he dwelt, 
and became a Member of the Monthly- 
meeting of Kingſton upon Thames when the 
Meeting-houſe was built, and continued a 
Member thereof forty-eight Years ; being 
according to the Talent received, a zealous 
Contender for the Faith, not fearing the 
Face of Man, nor turning his Back in the 
Day of Battle; but patiently ſuffered Impri- 
fonment in Newpate ſix or ſeven Times, as 
well as other Goals, one of which was before 
the Fire of London, when he was obliged to 
carry his Bed out on his Back when the 
Priſon was burnt ; beſides the Spoiling of 
Goods which he many Times ſuffer'd: And 
he neither fled in the Winter, nor on the 
Sabbath-day ; but remained ſtedfaſt to the 
Truth to the Day of his Death. 


Hie was taken ill at his Son- in-Law's Jacob 
Forſter's, in Blackman - ſtreet, Southwark, 
about the Fourth Month 1723, which he 
endured with great Patience and Satisfaction, 
being ſenſible it was for his End, and ex- 
| | preſſed 
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preſſed his Reſignation thereto, full of Hea- 
venly Expreſſions and divine Exhortations to 


all who were about him. 


He died the 6th of the Fifth Month 1723, 


and was buried in Friends Burial-ground at 


Kingſton aſoreſaid. Aged upwards of eighty - 
two Years, 


ANIEL ROBERTS, an ancient 
Friend of Cheſham in the County of 
HUCKS, was born at Siddington near Ci enceſtor, 
in tke County ot Glouceſter, about the Ycar 


1050 ; his Father h Roberts, of the ſame- 


Place, was convinced in the firſt breaking 


forth of Truth as profeſſed by us, by that 


Servant of Chriſt Richard Farnſworth, of 
whom ſome Memcurs are extant, Tos our 
worthy Friend was one whom in his early 
Age the Lord was pleaſed to call into his 
Vineyard, and committed a Diſpenſation of 
the Goſpel to him ; in the Exercife or which 
he was often made an Inſtrument of Edi- 
fication and Comtort, and. by his Labour 
therein ſome were convinced before his Re- 
moval to Cheſham ; and he not only had to 
do, but to ſuffer ior his Teſtimony, being 
im pri oned. in Glouceſter Cait'e avout two 
Tears, till 88 the Ycar 1684. 
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After his Settlement at Cheſham, great 
was his Care to ſhew forth an exemplary 
Converſation of a meek an peaceable Spirit, 
ſeeking the Peace and Unity of the Church, 
being often opened in tender Counſel to the 
Weak, yet ſteady in his Zeal againſt every 
Appearance of Evil, In his Family a loving 
Huſband, a tender Father, and a kind 
Maſter : To his Neighbours courteous and 
kind, his honeſt and innocent Converſation 
raiſing an honourable Eſteem for him. 


In his laſt Ilneſs he appeared to be in a 


ſweet Frame of Mind, much to the Comfort 
of ſome Friends who viſited him, and gave 
them good Cauſe to believe he died in Peace 
with the Lord and enter'd into Reſt. 


He departed this Life the 16th of the 
Twelfth Month 1726, and was interred in 
Friends Burial- ground the 19th of the ſame. 
Aged about ſeventy Years, 
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TAMES OLDHAM, was born at 
Warrington in the County of Lancaſter, 
about the Year 1715, his Converſation was 
according io the Courſe of this World, and 
according to the Prince of the Power of the 
Air, the Spirit that now worketh in the Child- 
ren of Diſobedience, until about the twentieth 
Year of his Age, when reading ſome Books 
on religious Subjects, he perceived the Ne- 


ceſſity of experiencing Judgment becauſe of 


Sin, and the Work of Redemption through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. After having been 
tor ſome Time ſeeking the Way to Zion, 
according to the Degrees of Light and 
Knowledge imparted, he was convinced of 
the Truth profeſſed by the People called 
Duakers, and became a deeply exerciſed, 


exemplary, and well-approved Member of 
their Society. 


The Awfulneſs and Simplicity of his 
Conduct is ſtill remembred by fome, to 
whom in their religious Infancy. he was as 
a nurſing Father, although himſelf but a 
Stripling in reſpect to Years, Having taſted 


that the Lord was gracious, he had ſtrong 
Sympathy with the ſincere Travailers under 


various Denominations ; nevertheleſs he was 
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very careful not to go before or beyond the 
Guidance of Truth for the Help of others. 


Being ſeized with a Fever, at fome Inter- 


vals his Underftanding was affected; but at 


others the Compoſure and Solemnity of his 
Spirit was comtortably apparent: He ad- 
dreſſcd divers of his Friends in a manner 
ſuitable to their States, and ſignified his ſole 
Dependance was upon that mercitul Arm 
whereby he had been viſited. The Day be- 
tore his Deceaſe, a Friend fitting by his 
Bedſide, he bore a ſhort but powerful Teſti- 
mony to the Love and Goodneſs of God; 

expreſſed the Views he then had of the divine 
Light and Glory, adding yp way of Appeal 
to the Almighty, O Lord ! thou knoweſt 1 


have loved thee with an unfeigned Love; or in 


Words or like Import. 


After ſome Time fpent in folemn Silence, 
he brake forth into an audible Melody, 


which was very affecting; and having been 
ſingularly cautious of expreſling more than 
he enjoy*d, there is abundant Reaſon to 


think he was at that Seaſon favoured with a 
Senſe his Wariare was nearly accompliſhed, 


and of a Settlement in the divine Preſence 


and Favour tor ever, 


He 
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le departed this Life at the Houſe of 
William Wagſtaffe, in Marlin's-le-Grand, in 
remarkable Quietneſs as a Lamb, in the 
Third Month 1740, aged about twenty-five 
Tears, and after a large and folemn Meet- 
ing, was decently interred in Friends Burial- 
ground in Bunbill- fields. 
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QHN FOTHERGIEL = 
Carrend in Menſteydale, but late of 
Knareſborough in Yorkſhire, was born of reli- 
gious Parents, and carefully educated in the 
Principles of Truth; being made ſenſible in 
his early Years, that neither Tradition, out- 


ward Regularity, nor any thing ſhort of real 
inward Purification of Soul, would render 


him acceptable in the Sight of the Lord ; he 
thereſore gave up his Heart to him, who 
through the effectual Operation ot his divine 
Grace, baptized and gradually purified his 
Spirit, and prepared and fitted him to be an 
able Miniſter of the Goſpel of Peace and 
Salvation, to which Service he was called 
when but young, and readily gave up, not 
ſuffering the T bings of this World to take 


up his Mind and Time; but labour dili- 


gently and faithfully therein, irom his young 
Years to the Concluſion of his Days. 


In 
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In all the Stations of Life, his Teſtimony 
was confirm'd and adorn'd by a Conduct 


becoming a Miniſter of Chriſt, whom he 


ſerved faithfully and with great Diligence; 
and by a daily inward Dwelling with the 
Spring of Wiſdom and Light, his Mind was 
often opened, and his Spirit ſuſtain*d to ſecret 
Worſhip when his Hand was upon his La- 
bour. His Deli zat was in the Law of his 
God, to meditate therein Day and Night, 
and to talk of his Statutes in his Houſe to 
his Family, and thoſe with whom he con- 
verſed 3 and many Times by a Tranſition 
from earthly to heavenly Things, inſtructed 
and edi:y*'d the Minds of thoſe preſent. 


In his publick Teſtimony, awful and 
weighty, being endued with true Wildom ; 
ſtrong. and immovably bent againſt all Un- 
righteouſneſs; quick in diſcerning, and pow- 
ertul in detecting the Myſteries of Anti- 
chriſt, who has ſought to ſtupify the People 
with the golden Cup, and thereby to ſpread 
the Power, and enlarge the Borders of the 
Kingdom or Death. 
was he to the Rebellious and Stubborn ; but 
reireſhing as the Dew on Hermon to the 
honeſt Travailer, miniſtring Counſel and 
Comtort to the drooping Soul,; being not 
only an Inſtructor, but a Father to many; 
zealous and wile in the Support of the Diſct- 

pline 


As a Flame of Fire 


Fi 


pline eſtabliſhed amongſt us; impartially 
and honeſtly doing Judgment and Juſtice : 
No Family Connection (not even his own) 
could bias him from laying the Line upon 
Offenders, nor from a ſteady Endeavour to 
keep clean the Camp of God ; in which 
Labour he was often ſucceſsful, being made 


a Terror to evil Doers, and a Praile to them 
that did well. - 


Thus conducted in every Station of Life, 
he became honourable amongſt Men, and 
greatly eſteem'd by thoſe of ſuperior Rank 
who knew him; being adorn'd with that 


Dignity which Truth conters on its faithſul 
Followers. | 


In the Courſe of his Goſpel Labours he 
| travelled much in this Nation, in Scotland 
and Vales: He vilited Ireland ſeveral Times, 
and thrice he croſſed the Scas to America 
in the ſame Service, to the Comfort and 
Edification of the Churches, leaving Scals of 
his Miniftry in many Places. In the Tear 
1744 he attended the Yearly-meeting at 
London, in Company with his ancient Friend 
Boſwell Middleton, for whom he had a ſin- 
gular Eſteem ; and altho* his Weakneſs 
rendred it difficult for him to attend the 
large Meetings for Buſineſs, ncvertheleſs he 
did attend them, and his exemplary, reve- 


rent, 
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rent, watchiul Frame of Mind therein, 
rendred his Company truly acceptable and 
ferviceable. On his Return he attended the 
Midſummer Quarterly - meeting at York 
after which in a Letter to a Friend, after 
mentioning the Weakneſs of his Body, 
« Yet,” ſays he, © I thick my better Part 
« js almoſt uncommonly ſupply*d in divers 
« Reſpects, much to my Comiort, and the 
« reviving of my Faith in the heavenly In- 
& fluence, which is Strength in Weakneſs, 


« and will be, where his only worthy Name 
« hath the Praiſe.” 


* 


In the latter Part of the faid Year he at- 
tended the circular Yearly-meeting at Mor- 
ceſter, where he was enabled to bear a noble 
Cbriſtian Teſtimony to the All- ſufficiency of 
that Power which had preſerved, ſupported 
and guided him in the Way that was right 
and well-pleaſing ; and is likewile able 10 do 
the ſame tor all the Children of Men. And 
after viſiting Bri/tol, Bath, and ſome other 
Meetings, he return'd Home by eaſy Jour- 
neys, having Meetings as Opportunities 
offer'd 3 aiter his Return he got to Meetings 
for ſome Weeks, and his Teſtimony was as 
lively and powerful as ever; ſeveral. Times 
expreſſing bis Satisfaction and inward: Peace 
in having per:orm'd his laſt Journey, ſaying, 
His Shoulders were a good deal lighten'd by it, 


and 


Ed 1) 


and he was reconciled to his Grave if be was 
now 10 be taken away, 


The two laſt Weeks he ſlept almoſt con- 
tinually, Day and Night, his Memory and 
Capacity being much impair'd ; yet when 
almoſt all other Expreſſions fail'd, he was 
obſerv'd to repeat the following in a very 
fervent and emphatical manner: Heavenly 
Goodneſs is near, Heavenly Gooaneſs is near. 
Thus, the mighty God who viſited him in 
his Youth with the Diſcovery of his ſaving 
Power, who thereby cleanſed him from Un- 
righteouſneſs, and ſanctify'd him to himſelf 
as a choſen Veſſel, ſupported him in all his 
faithful Labours by Sea and Land, covered 
his Head in all Conflicts, and by whom his 
Bow abode in Strength, became his Evening 
Song and Stay in the Decline of Life; that 
heavenly Goodneſs he had ever prized as 
his chiefeſt Joy, remained as a Seal upon his 


Spirit, that he had pleaſed God, and was 
accepted ot him. » 


He Jeparted this Lifs at Knareſborough, 
the 13th of the Eleventh Month 1744, and 
was honourably buried in Friends Burying- 


* For a further Account of this worthy Man, ſee 
a new Edition of his Journal. 


. ground 


( 236 3 


ound at Scoiten near the ſaid Town, the 
15th of the ſaid Month. Aged ſixty-nine, 
a Miniſter near "_ Years. 


WEN AMN KIDD, of Banbury 


in Oxfordſhire, was born at or near Selle 


in the County of ork, and was educated 
among Friends; and while very young was 
favour'd with a Viſitation of Truth, to 
which he was faithful, and thro? the powerful 
Operation thereof, was in or about the 
ewenty-firſt Year of his Age called to the 


Work of the Miniſtry ; wherein he was emi- 


nently qualified rightly to divide the Word 
of Truch, and td uniold the Myſteries of the 
| Goſpel in great Brightneſs, to the Informing 
and Convincirg many, and to the Comfort 
and Encouragement of ſuch as were under 


AM &ion and. Diſtreſs of Mind in their reli- 
gious Progrels. 


He was eminently qualified for great 
and ſingular Services in the Church, a dili- 


gent Attender of Meetings, both for Wor- 


ſhip and Diſcipline ; in both which he was 
very ſerviccable. A Man of great Sincerity 
and Integrity, of good Underſtanding in 
Matters uſetul to Mankind, and freely cam- 
manicative z univerſal in bis Benevolence, 


and 


11 | 

and laborious to do Good to all, Deep in 
divine Experience, found in Judgment, wife 
in Counſel, zealous for the Promotion of 
Truth and Righteouſnefs, and the Exalta- 
tion of the Cauſe of his Lord and Maſter in 
the Earth; inſtructive and weighty, yet be- 
comingly cheariul in Converſation; exem- 
plary in Life and Conduct, peculiarly kind 
and fatherly towards his Friends, compat- 
ſionate to the Poor and Diſtreſled, generous 
and noble in bis Diſpoſition, hiczhly uſeful 
and agrecable to his Neighbours, and gene- 
rally beloved by Perſons of all Ranks and 
Denominations to whom he was known. 


"The principal D-f ign of tueſe Obſerva- 
tions is to cite thee, Reader, to conſider 
in what manner he was raiſed to this Dignit 
in the Church; ani alfo to reflect, that the 
ſame divine Principle is in thee, and if thou 
art faithful thereto, the fame Fruits will ap- 
pear according to thy Meaſure, 


About the thirtieth Year of his * he 
viſited America, where many were convinced, 
and others confirmed through his powerful 
Miniſtry. His Service there was very great, 
and much to the F.dification, Comfort, and 
Satisfaction of Friends, as appears from ſun- 
dry Accounts. | 


F 2 | After 
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After he ſettled at Banbury, he viſited 
Treland and various Parts of this Nation : 
The City of London in particular, frequently 
partook of his pious and fervent Labours, 
to the great Help and Conſolation of many, 
who have had juſt Reaſon to 5 the Lord 
on his Behalt, : 


A for Months before his Death he was 
greatly afflicted with the Stone, which was 
very painful to bear; but at Times he got 
a little out, and particulary he attended the 
Quarterly- meeting at Oxford in the Tenth 
Menth 1750, O. S. though under great At- 
fiction of Body, which gradually increaſed, 
together with a Drop/ical Diſorder attending; 
through all which, his Patience and Reſigna- 
tion were very remarkable. A bout a Month 
before his Deceaſe, he attended the Meeting 
at Banbury, at the Burial of a young Man 
whom he greatly eſteemed, which he got to 
with great Difficulty, being obliged to be 
ſupported by two Friends. In the Courſe of 
the Meeting, he was raiſed beyond all Ex- 
pectation to preach the Goſpel powertully 
tor about an Hour, to the tendring the 
Hearts of almoſt all preſent ; many of his 
Neighbours being there, confeſſed with Ad- 
miration, to the Power by which he was 
raiſed that Day, remarking, That he had 
been a good Man all his Time, and that the 

Almighty 
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Almighty had crown'd him in the Concluſion. 
After this he was moſtly confined within 
Doors, and continued in great Submiſſion to 
the divine Will, without murmuring or re- 
Pining. 8 


A Friend from London viſiting him, found 
him under great bodily Affliction, but freely 
reſign'd to the divine Will; expreſſing Hts 
firm Hope in that Power which had all along 
ſupported him, and that though the greateſt. 
Kindneſs to him, was to ſolicit a Releaje from 
his Pains, yet he deſired to be content and wait 
the Lord's Time; and when the ſaid Friend 
took his Leave of him, he expreſſed himſelf 
to him in an affectionate manner to his great 
Comfort and Encouragement, 


At another Time, having deliver'd ſome 
excellent Exhortations to thoſe preſent with 
him, he added for their Encouragement to 
perſevere in their Chriſtian Progrels, 1 am 
under no Fear nor doubiſul Apprehenſions ; 
for I know, that for me 10 live is Chriſt, and 
to die is Gain. : | 


When he was firſt ſcized with the Hic- 
kough, he fſeen''d full of Joy, ſaving, This is 
a welcome Meſſenger, it is one Step nearer : 
His Wife ſtanding by, aſking Why? He 
anſwered, Id will be a glorious Change, 1 am 

| not 
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not afraid lo die and to put on Immortality; 
that will be defirable, yet I leave it, though 
of Choice I bad rather be diſſolved; but the 
Lord's Time will be the beſt Time: Often 
faving, Death would be the moſt welcome 
Meſſenger be ever met with. 


Thus this good Man finiſhed his Courſe, 3 
bis Sun going down in great Brightneſs, at J 
Bunbury, the 21ſt of the Third Month 1751, 
O. S. and was buried the 24th of the fame, 
after a large and tolemn Meeting, Aged 
about ficty-nine, a Mliniſter About thirty- 
eight Years. | 


—— 


ARAH ART IS, was born at 
8 Woodbridge in the County of Suffolk, in 
the Year 1714, of religious Parents, who 
were both taken away while ſhe was young. 
She early diſcover'd a ſincere Deſire after the 
Knowledge of the Truth, and the Seed 
thereof falling upon good Ground it took 
Root downward; and being humble in 
Spirit, and patient under the Operations of 
it, it brought forth plentifully; ſo that about 
the twenty - ſixth Year of her Age ſhe came 
forth in Teſtimony, in which ſhe was clear 
in her Delivery, ſound in Judgment, and 
being ſeaſoned with Goſpel Love, it might 

$ | truly 
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truly be ſaid, ſhe was one of the wiſe. hearted 
Women in our Lrael. 


She was often concern'd to viſit Particulars, 
more eſpecially of the younger Sort; and was 
often made inſtrumental to the opening their 
preſent States, and to adminiſter the Wine 
and the Oil as the Occaſion required. She 


viſited divers Parts of this Nation and Tres 


{and, and her Lite and Converſation corre- 
iponding with the Doctrine ſhe preaci'd, 
ner Services therein were acceptable. 


Her Ilneſs, which was a Caucer in her 
Mouth, was very long, and much affected 
her Speech, that ſhe couid not utter Words 
but with great Difficulty ; and ſhe lan- 
guiſhed tor ſome Months, and was earneſt in 


Spirit that ſhe might be preſerved in te 


Patience to an entire Reſignation, whether 
to live or die. 


She expreſſed great Satisfaction in that ſhe 
had been faithful in the Diſcharge of her 
Duty; and near her Latter-end had a great 


Deſire of being diſſolved, in a full Aſſurance 


of entering into that Reſt which is prepared 
for them that die in the Lord. 


She departed this Life about the forty- 
fourth Year of her Age, and was interred i in 
Friends 


40 
Friends Burial-ground at Woodbridge, the 


th of the Fourth Month 1758. A Mini- 
ſter eighteen Years. 


EL LIAM PEEEFS of Sab. 
| wark, in his young Years was early 
viſited with a Call of divine Grace, and by 
adhering thereto and ſubmitting to its Ope- 
rations, he became convinced ot the eſſential 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity as profeſſed by us; 
and though in his Minority he was educated 
by a Prictt, under whole Tuition he attai1'd 
a conſiderable Knowledge in ſeveral of the 
learned Languages; yet the tender Scruples 
which were refed 3 in his Mind, under a clear 
Conviction of the Impropriety of the need- 
leſs Ceremonies and Salutations in which he 
had been educated, expoſed him to many 
Sufferings trom his Father, from whom he 
received unkind Treatment: which he en- 
dured with much Patience and Fortitude, 
and which tended much to his Growth and 
Advancement in religious Experience, and 

Preparation ior further Service. 


From ſome Minutes he left, he was under 
ſome Conflict of Mind reſpecting his appear- 
ing in the Miniſtry, which continued ngar 
three Years beiore he gave up thereto ; and 


baving 
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having a clear Senſe of the Importance of 
that weighty Service, and the Neceſſity of 
obtaining a certain Evidence of his Miſſion, 
he waited for a Confirmation thereof, leſt 
he ſhould run before he was ſent. In the 
Fifth Month 1738 he was enabled to utter 
the following Sentence, I ihe Trumpet give 

an uncertain Sound, who can prepare himſelf 
for the Battle ; which, as he has been heard 
to ſay, afforded him Inſtruction through the 
future Service of his Day, which was very 
great, his Heart being tully you up to do 
whatever his Hand might find to do, as was 
evident from his own Expreffions to ſome 
Friends who viſited him in his Ilnefs, whom 
he encouraged to Faithfulneſs, ſaying, That 
for the laſt twenty Years be had never omitted 
one Service which had appeared to be his Duty, 
and he had now the Comfort and Satisfafion 
thereof: Or Words to that Effect, and great 
were his Services, his Talents and Qualifica- 


tions were employ'd to the Glory of the 
Giver, 


Ia the Fourth Month 1750 he ſet out to 
viſit Friends in Buckinghamſhire, and ſome 
adjacent Parts; but being much indiſpoſed 
he returned hamewards, and at the Houſe of 
our Friend Thomas Goring, at Uxbridge, he 
was ſuddenly taken very ill; during which 
he WO the following Expreſſions, O my 

8 


Fal ber! 


ä 
Father ! my Father ! be pleaſed to be with 


me in my Afiifion : And he gave it as his 
N That his Time in this World would 
e ſhort, and that be ſhould die of this preſent 
Tlneſs ; and ſaid, I am fully re/igned to the 
Will of Providence; declaring, He coveted 
not Length of Days, and that he was very 
eaſy in Body and Mind. Being aſked how he 
did, he ſaid, He was very weak in Body, but 
T1 have a great Phyſician in Heaven, who is 
very merciful to me, and near me in this 
Ineſs. At another Time, after having re- 
peated his perfect Reſignation to the Will of 
his great Maſter, ſaid, Bul if it pleaſed him, 
he had rather die than live, unleſs he had 
any ſuriher Service for him to do: And he 
could rejoice, ſay ing, O Death, where is thy 
Sling © O Grave, where is thy Victory? The 
Sting of Death is Sin, and the Strength of 
Sin is the Lam; but Thanks be to God, who 
giveth us the Viftory, Many Friends from 
London and elſewhere went to ſee him, whuſe 
Viſits he took very kind, and to one of 
them he expreſſed himſelf in the following 
Manner: I never coveted Riches nor Power ; 
and indeed if I had obtained them, what could 
they, or all the Friendſhips of the World do 
for me now ® Nothing but the Teſtimony of a 
pure Conſcience, and the inward Senſe of di- 
vine Favour, can comfort my Soul in theſg 
Moments ; and Thanks be lo my heavenly 


Father, 
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Father, I feel bis ſupporting Arm underneath, 


and it is a Reſt indeed, a Joy that overcomes 
all ; it makes this Bed eaſy, and enables me to 
bear calmly, and without Complaint, the Dif- 
penſalions of his gracious Providence; I wiſh 
for nothing 19 myſelf otherwiſe than it is. I 
accept, with Satisfaction and Thanks, the Kind- 
neſs of my Friends: In Compliance with their 
Requeſt, and thinking it my Duty 10 do what 
may be in my Power, I take the Medicines 
preſeribed, which though it may not ſeem meet 
jo Providence in his Wiſdom, to render inſtru- 
mental in the Reſtoration of Health z yet 
through his Bleſſing they have ſo far ſucceed- 

ed, as io remove the Senſe of acute Pain, 
— be thoughtful of, and prepare for this try- 
g Time, have 1 frequently and earneſtly 

. rey others , not without conſidering and 
knowing the many and ſirong Temptations of 
this World; which however, as we are obe- 
dient to the Spirit of Chriſt, we ſhall be en- 
abled to overcome ;, that in the Conclufion they 

might have this Anſwer of Peace, this divine 
Con lation of Mind: And it always appeared 
beſt to me, to do this in great Love and 
Gentleneſs, ſo that I might perſwade, not force 
them to Chriſt. When thi; Time comes, it 
will be found hard Work, without any addi- 
tional Weight, to ſtruggle on a Dying-bed with 
the Pangs of the Body. But how much more 
to be lamented is the Condition of thoſe, whoſe 
G 2 Conlciences 
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Conſciences accuſe them with having enriched 
themſelves by oppreſſing the Poor and Helpleſs; 
and when in an unprepared State, after a Life 
of Rebellion and hardened in Iniqnity, ſuch muſt 


feel the Terrors of a guilty Mind, added ts the 
Aegonies of a periſhing Body. | 


A Friend who went to viſit him, a Day 
before his Death, aſked him how he did ; 
after a ſhort Pauſe, he ſaid, I am waiting for 
my great Change: O my Father ! be pleaſed 
10 be with me, and comfort me in my laſt 
Moments. The laſt Words he was heard to 
ſpeak were theſe : There is a great God in 
Heaven, who is Lions Ring: O Zion! O 
Zion! O thou great King of Kings! Soon 
after which he departed in great Tranquility 
and Compoſure of Mind, the 15th of the 
Fifth Month 1760. His Body was brought 
to his own Houſe in Black's-fields, South- 
war; and from thence, after a ſolemn 
Meeting at Hor/lydown, attended by many 
Friends, decently interred at Friends Burial- 
ground in the Park, Southwark, Aged about 
fifty-one Years, and a Miniſter twenty-two 
Years, 


ROBERT 


1 1 


OBERT PLUMSTED, of 
Grace-church-ſtreet, London, was in his 
Youth addicted to Gaiety and the deluſive 
Pleaſures of this tranſitory World; but was 
preſerved out of the groſs Evils thereof. 
About the twenty-eighth Year of his Age, 
ut pleaſed divine Providence in great Mercy 
to maniteſt to him, that if he would obtain 
Peace he muſt walk in the narrow Path 
of Self-denial : Thus by adhering to the 
Dictates of divine Grace, he was enabled to 
deny himſelf of the Pleafures and Pomps of 
this World, take up his Crols, and in a 
good degree was brought into Conformity 
to the Leadings of Truth. Sometimes for 
about a Year before his Deceaſe, he appeared 
in a few Words in our religious Aſſemblies 
in a tender manner, which was acceptable to 


Friends. 


He was afflicted with a long and painful 
Ilneſs, in which he had at Times Acceſs to 
the Throne of Grace, and when reduced 
very low, uttered theſe Words diſtinctly: 
Lord] as thou haſt continued me lo this Mo- 


ment, let me not depart without undoubled 
| Evidence of thy Favour, 


He 
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He quietly departed this Life the 14th of 
the Seventh Month 1760, at the Hot-Wells 
near Briſtol, and his Corps being brought to 
London, was interr'd the 23d of the fame, 
at Winchmore-hill in Middleſex, accompanied 
by many Friends, after a large and tolemn 


Meeting at Devonſhire-houſe 1 in London. Aged 
84 ſix Years, 


YDIA LANCASTER, was 
the Daughter of Thomas and Dorothy 
Rawlinſon, of "Graithwaite in the County of 
Lancaſter, who both deſcended from Fami- 
lies reputable among Men; and they both 
came among Friends on the Principle of 


Convincement, and were religiouſly concern'd 


to inſtruct and example their Children there- 
in, as the moſt precious of all Bleſſings. 


That powerful Hand which can alone 


give the Increaſe, mercifully extended an 
excellent Bleſſing to ſeveral of their Children, 


and particularly to this their Daughter; and 
as it opened the Heart of Lydia of old, fo it 
opened hers, to receive the heavenly Meſ- 
fage. In her young Years ſhe became ſenſi- 
bly acquainted with the Lord, and witneſſed 
his gracious Dealings with her, in order to 
red eem 
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redeem her to himſelf, and make ber a 
ſanctified Veſſel to place his Name in. 


About the fourteenth Year of her Age, 
ſhe had a View of the Will of Providence to 
engage her in the miniſterial Service; under 
which Concern ſhe continued about ten Years, 
growing in Wiſdom and Experience that ſhe 
might come forth in the right Time, endued 
with proper Qualifications : In this Time of 
deep Travail and heavenly Diſcipline, ſhe 
learned to fay with the Prophet Jaiab, 
Chap. I. Verſ. 4. He wakeneth me Morning 
by Morning, he wakeneth mine Ear 10 bear as 
the Learned. 


About the twenty-fourth Year of her Age, 
ſhe came forth in a living powerful Teſti- 
mony, and grew therein; the bleſſed Author 
of all ſpiritual Riches having abundantly 
repleniſn'd her with the Treaſures of his 
Kingdom, ſhe ſoon became an able Diſpenſer 
thereof to the Churches, having a Word in 
due Seaſon to divers States; and like the 
well- inſtructed Scribe, brought out of the 
Freaſures committed to her, Things new and 


old. And as the was eminently tavour'd by 


her great Lord and Maſter, ſhe became 
humbly devoted to his Requirings 3 when 
called forth into the various Parts of his 


Vineyard, 


148] 


Vineyard, ſhe freely gave vp to ſpend and 
be ſpent for his Cauſe and Name's Sake. 


She viſited this Nation or the greateſt Part 
of it feveral Times, Ireland and Scotland 
twice, allo the Contment of America ; in all 
which ſhe was render'd inſtrumental to build 
up many in the moſt holy Faith; particu- 
larly in America ſhe Jeit many Seals of her 
Miniſtry, both in the Edification and Help 
of thoſe who were of the Society, and the 


Convincement of others, gathering them to 


the great Shepherd of the Flock. 


Her Openings into the Myſteries of tha 
Kingdom were deep and inſtructive, adapted 
to the State of thoſe amongſt whom ſhe 
labour'd; cloſe and with Authority to the 
Negligent and Careleſs; yet all her Miniſtry 
was. attended with that Love and Tendernels 
which accompanied her Lord and Maſter, 
who came to ſeek and to ſave that which was 
loft. She was favoured with a moſt excellent 
Utterance, her Geſture awiul, her Voice 
folemn ; and all her D-meanour in the Exer- 
ciſe of her Gift, becoming the Dignity of 
the Goſpel-Miniſtry. She was ſignally fa- 
voured in Supplication, having near Accefs 
in Spirit to the Throne of Maj ſty and Grace, 
beſore whom ſhe worſhipped with calm Re- 
Joicing and aw.ul Reverence, 

| Thus 
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Thus through a Courſe of many Years, 
ſhe retained her Zeal and Integrity, and in 
her old Age ſtrong in the Power of an end- 
leſs Life; great indeed was her Growth in 
religious Experience, even to the Stability of 
Salvation, and an Aflurance that ſhe ſhould 
never fall ; yet accompanied with the deepeſt 
Humility. Filial Love which caſts out 
Fear was the Covering of her Spirit, and 
reſted almoſt conſtantly upon her tor feveral 
Months before her Removal, 


About ſix Weeks before her. Departure, 
ſhe thus expreſſed herſelf to a Friend ſhe had 
tavour'd with an intimate Acquaintance : My 
natural Sirength is not ſo much impair'd as 10 
give me Reaſon 10 eupect a ſudden Removal 
from this World; but J feel ſo conſtantly Day 
and Night the virtuous Life, and my Father*s 
holy Preſence is fo conſtantly with me, and 1 
enjoy ſo much the ſpiritual Communion and 
Fellowſhip of Saints, as to give me an Appre- 
benſion I am not far from mine everlaſting 
Home: To which ſhe ſweetly added, A glo- 
rious Crown and everlaſting Song is before me. 
(The Friend to whom ſhe thus expreſſed 
herſelf being deeply affected with the Senſe 
of the over-ſhadowing of the holy Wing at 
that Inſtant of Time) She further added, If 
the Foretaſte be ſo jayous, what are the Riches 
of the Saints Inheritance beyond the Grave |! 
H She 


E200; }- 


She was ſupported to labour in the Goſpel 


almoſt to the Concluſion of her Days, having 


attended the Funeral of an ancient Friend, 
Milliam Backhouſe, ſeveral Miles off, on the 
| Firſt-day of the Week, and preached the 


Goſpel in the Demonſtration of its own. 


Power, and finiſhed her Courſe the Seventh- 


day following; and as ſhe lived fo ſhe died, 


in great Favour with God and Man, full of 
Days and full of Peace, 


She died at Lancaſter the zoth of the 
Fifth Month, and was honourably interred in 


Friends Burial-groudd the iſt of the Sixth 


Month 1761. Aged about ſeventy-ſeven 


Years, and a Min ſter about fifty-three 
Years. 


ILLIAM BACKHOUSE, 
was born in the Year 1695, at Na- 
land near Lancaſter, of religious Parents, his 
Father dying when he was about two Years 
old, a Priſoner in Lancaſter Caſtle, for his 
conſcientious Teſtimony againſt the Payment 
of Tithes, the Education of his Children 
devolved ſolely on his Mother, who was 
religiouſly concern'd in this Duty, both by 
Precept and E xample, and it pleaſed divine 
Providence 
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Providence to bleſs her Endeavour with 
Succels therein. 


About the twenty: ſixth Year of his Age, 
he came forth in a publick Teſtimony, and 
by faithiul Obedience to the Requirings of 
the heavenly Giver, he witneſled an En- 


largement in his Gift, and was an acceptable 
Miniſter, 


He viſited the Churches in moſt Parts of 
this Kingdom, Scotland, Ireland, and the 
Continent of America, much to the Comfort 
and Satisfaction of Friends, he being fur- 
niſh'd with ſufficient Strength for the Service 
of the Day ; being ſound in Doctrine, tend- 
ing to Information, Inſtruction and Edifica- 
tion exemplary in attending Meetings both 
for Worſhip and Diſcipline, in the latter of 
which he was highly ſerviceable, being a 
Lover of Peace; of a loving courteous Diſ- 
poſition to all, an affectionate Huſbind, a 
tender Parent, and kind Neighbour, which 
procured the Love and Eſteem of them all. 


In his laſt Ilneſs, being a gradual Decay 
of Nature, it pleaſed the Almighty to fa- 
vour him with many precious Earneſts of a 
bleſſed Inheritance, divers Friends who viſit- 
ed him, were in a good degree made ſenſible 
thereof ; in ſome of theſe Opportunities he 

H 2 was 
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was engaged in a lively Manner, though in 


deep Humility, to commemorate the gra- 


cious Dealings of the Lord with him in the 


Courſe of his Pilgrimage, and thankfully to 


rejoice that he had labour'd in his Day to 
perform what he believed required of him; 
and could make his Appeal to his heavenly 
Maſter, ſaying, Aitho* I have had the World 
10 ſtruggle with for the Support and prudent 
Proviſion for my Family, yet thou knoweſt O 
Lord] I bave been more concerned for thy 
Honour and the Good of Souls, than for any 
other Conſiderations. 


Though greatly bleſſed in his neareſt Con- 


nections of Lite, yet being wean'd from 


this World and its Enjoyments, he waited 
with great Patience and Reſignation for his 
Diſſolution, 


He departed this Life the 2 1ſt of the Fifth 
Month 1761, and was buried at Zealand the 
24th of the ſame. Aged ſixty- ſix, a Mini- 
iter above forty Years. 
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ANNAH SMITH, Wife of 

Fobn Smith, of Philadelphia, was the 
Daughter of James and Sarah Logan, and 
born there on the 2 1ſt of the Twelfth Month 
1719-20. 


By the Care of her Parents ſhe was in a 
great Meaſure preſerved from the Levities 
incident to early Youth, and by the Oppor- 
tunities of Improvement aſterwards, ſhe ac- 
quired ſuch Qualifications as gain'd her much 
Reſpect and Eſteem ; and tlio' the affluent 
Situation in which her Parents were placed, 

yielded flattering Proſpects of the Eaſe and 
Gaiety of the World, the durable Riches of 
true Religion appeared to her a Treaſure of 
much more Conſequence, and not to be relin- 
quiſhed for Shadows and Delights that die in 
the Enjoyment. Thus at a Period when the 
Nippery Paths of Vanity in a Succeſſion of 
increaſing Allurements are apt to enſnare 
youthful Minds, it pleaſed the Lord to bleſs 
her Endeavours againſt the Temptations of 
vain and unprofitable Company, and to 
ſtrengthen her Love to inward Retirement; 
and having taſted of the Viſitation of divine 
Love to her Soul, ſhe ſaw it to be the Pearl 
of great Price, and that her All muſt go to 


purchaſe 
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purchaſe the Field where it lay; and from 
that Time forward there is Reaſon to believe 
this Purchaſe became the principal Buſineſs of 
her Life, and with great Sincerity and Ardour 
ſhe laboured to have all thoſe diſquieting 
Affections ſilenced which ariſe from temporal 
Objects, and ſhe was helped at Times to 
know the Breathing of her Soul anſwered, 
and was made to partake of the Joys ot 
God's Salvation; under which her Care over 
her Words and Deportment was increaſed, 
and cofftinued to take ſuitable Opportunities 
of Retirement and for reading the Hol 
Scriptures; and in the Relation of a Child, 


Wife and Mother, was tenderly careful to 


All up her Place becoming thole Stations. 


About the Year 1750 ſhe appeared in a 
few Words in much Simplicity of Lo 
and godly Sincerity, and was concerned in 


viſiting Friends in their Families, and alſo 


accompanied ſome of her own Sex to divers 
large Yearly-meetings in the neighbouring 


es ; M and hor her Warn to |" al 


delphia (which was half a Year bejore her 


Departure) ſhe continued to attend religious 


Meetings, with as much Diligence as the 
Weakneſs of her Conſtitution would admit, 
and when there to clear herſelf of what ſhe 
believed required of her, 


During 
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During the Time of her laſt IIneſs ſhe 
told her "Hutband ſeveral Times, That ſbe 
believed fhe ſhould not recover; and though 
her bodily Pain at Times was very ſharp, 
ſhe was favoured with an intire Confidence in 
the Mercy of God through Jeſus Chriſt, 
who ſhe found to be a Reſuge trom 8 . 
and a ſure Defence in the Day of Diſtreis. 
Another Time, acquainting him with great 
Sweetneſs of Spirit of the State of her Mind, 
ſhe ſaid, Notwiuh/tanding the cloſe Trials T1 
undergo, my Foundation remains ſure, and 
have a Hope, yea, an unſhaken Hope, that 
there is a Place of Rejt prepared for me, At 
another Time, ſhe mentioning that the Pro- 
ſpect of her Change being near, intreated her 
Huſband to ſtrive for Reſignation, For, ſays 
ſhe, I am eaſy, I feel no Guilt. A few 
Evenings before her Deceaſe, as her Huſband 
lat by her Bed-ſide, ſhe deſired that her 
Children and all about her, might keep as 
ſtill and quiet as poſſible when ſhe departed, 

and after mentioning ſeveral otner Things 
relative thereto, told her Huſband, That ſhe 
telt Pardon and Forgiveneſs for all Omiſſions 
of Duly , and e en, this very affecting 
Converſation with theſe Words, O he infinite 
I oving-kindneſs of a merciful God ! who bas 
made ſuch a poor Creature as 1 am, ſo rich in 
Faith and firm in Hope, that 1 ſpall be accepted 
y him, 


She 
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She departed this Life on the 19th, and 
was decently interred on the 23d of the 
Twelfth Month 1761. Aged about forty- 
one Years, 


ART SLATER, late Wite 
of William Slater, of Lotberſdale in 


Jorkſhire, was deſcended of honeſt Parents, 


though her Mother did not profeſs with us, 
her Father being after his Warlitz convinced 
of our Principles. 


She being of a very gay ſprightly Temper, 
was ſoon carried away with the deluſive 
Vanities and Pleaſures which abound, though 
Oiten attended when very young with ftrong 


Convictions; but theſe were ſtifled (for a 


Time) by various Scenes of Diſſipation and 
Folly, to which ſhe had recourſe, till the 
Father of Mercies by his good Spirit, ef- 
tectually reached her when in the ſull Career 
ot Mirth, being at a publick Evening Enter- 
tainment of the neighbouring: Youth, about 
the fiiteenth Year of her Age: This ftrong 
and humbling Viſitation as ſhe often ex- 
preſſed, brought her to fee the Folly of ſuch 
Mirth and Tollity, being at that Time at- 
tended with fuch an awful Dread on her 
Mind, as made her willing to depart from 
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theſe vain e having no longer 
Pleaſure in them. 


She now began to ſee the Situation ſhe was 


in, and the Need ſhe had of ſaving Help, 


by which a ſecret Hunger and Thirſt were 
begot in her after divine and ſubſtantial 
Food, which led her with Diligence to attend 
the Way of Worſhip in which ſhe had been 
educated; but finding no true Satisfaction 
nor proper Nouriſhment tor her diſconſolate 
panting Soul, ſhe often returned from the 
Place of Worſhip in Tears and great Anxiety 
of Mind. She then went among the Baptiſts, 
in Hopes of meeting with what ſhe ſo ar- 
dently deſired after ; but being here alſo 
diſappointed, ſhe was led to attend Friends 
Meetings, though till now ſhe even abhorred 
the Name, yet at length through divers cloſe 
Conflicts and Probations ſhe came to expe- 
rience that divine Comfort and Conſolation ' 
which her Soul had ſo longed for and labour'd 
after; the Way of Lite and Salvation being 
then pointed out to her, ſhe had ſoon to tell 
to others what the Lord had done for her 
Soul, for about the ſeventeenth Year of her 
Age ſhe came forth in a publick Teſtimony, 
and being faithful and diligent in the Exer- 
ciſe of her Gift ſhe became an able Miniſter 
of the Word, being treely given up to her 

Great Matter 8 Service, though often under 


5 great 
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great temporal Inconveniences, as her Huſ- 
band was never poſſeſſed of much of this 
World, yet their Houſe and Hearts were 
open to entertain their Friends with the beſt 
they had; and it was often Cauſe of humble 
Thankfulneſs to her Mind, that notwith- 4 
ſtanding their low Beginning they never want- 2 
ed what was needful, ever preferring the 3 
Welfare of Zion beiore her chiefeſt Joy. L 


1 0 She viſited ſeveral Times moſt Parts of 
Sl this Nation, Scotland and Ireland,” in which 
3 her Services were acceptable, and left laſting T 
Impreſſions on many Minds; her Miniftry I 
being in the Nemonſtration of Truth, and in 1 
the Power thereof. She was fervent in Pray- | 
er, being often favour'd with a near Accels 
to the Throne of Grace, to the baptizing of 
the Aſſemblies into an awful Adoration of 

him who lives for ever. 
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Thus through a Variety of Services ſhe 
laboured faithfully, as well in the Diſcipline 
as Miniſtry, ſo that a Memorial of her La- 1 
bours has left a ſweet Savour behind. In 2 
private Life, exemplary in Conduct, and inn 
the near Relation of Wite and Mother ; in 
Converſation innocently chearful, yet ſolid 
and ſavoury, which rendred her Company : 
very acceptable. 1 


i | "For 
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For ſome Weeks before her Death ſhe was 
confined to her Bed, under ſuch bodily Af- 
fiction that ſhe had pot Strength to ſay much 
further than ſignifying her Satisfaction at 
ſeeing Friends, and her Unity with them: 
At one Time ſhe ſaid to a Friend who 
viſited her, That ſhe was very weak in Body, 
but the Lord was ſtrong; adding, that ſhe 
was eaſy and had Peace of Mind, her Day's 
Work being done. There is no Doubt bur ſhe 
has laid down her Head in Peace. 


 Shedeparted this Life the 3d of the Third 
Month 1762, aged ſixty-nine Years, and 
was interred the 7th of the ſame, in Friends 
Burial- ground in Lotber/aale atoreſaid. 


— 
— 


O HN RANSO ME, of NVorib- 
walſhham in the County of Norfolk, 
having been in his Time a lively Example 
of true Piety, and through a Courſe of a 
pretty many Years laboured for its Promo- 
tion; and which he continued till Fneſs 
deprived him of his Faculties, and by which 

| Means we are deprived of any Expreſſions 
from him in his laſt Ilneſs, 


That ſuch an Example ſhould not be loſt, 
as an Incitement to future Generations to fill 
2 up 
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up every Duty, and be truly ſerviceable alſo 

in their Day, the following Abſtract of a 
Tcltimony from the Quarterly-meeting of 
Norfolk concerning him, is here inſerted, 
VIZ. 
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&« He was educated in the Profeſſion of 
Truth, and in his young and tender 
Years reached by the Extendings of 
divine Love, and happily cloſing in 
therewith, he ſoon gave ample Proofs 
of its Efficacy, that as he grew in Years, 


he grew in the Knowledge and 9 
of Truth. 


« He came forth in the Miniſtry about 


the twenty - eighth Year of his Age; 


many were the precious Gifts beſtowed 
upon him, and the Teſtimony given him 
to bear was truly comfortable ; his Open- 
ings deep and inſtructive, and he be- 
came an Inſtrument of ſingular Benefit 
to many, from a true Senſe that was 


given him of their States and Con- 
ditions. 


« As an Elder and Overſeer he was 
without Rebuke, his Mind being filled 
with unbounded Charity and Love, 
Counſel and Reproof were well received 
from him; and as he felt deeply for the 

| & [nfirmities 
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Infirmities of all, ſo he expoſed the Fail- 
ings of none. Thus eminently covered 
with the Spirit of Healing, he ſeldom 
met with an Obſtinacy able to withſtand 
it. He never deſigned Offence to any, 
and if through Miſapprehenſion it was 
conceived, he was unwearied in his Ap- 
plication to remove it; ſtrong in the 
Truth, yet for the Sake of it, ſubject to 
the Weakeſt 3 ſuffering all Things, and 
in Condeſcention ſacrificing every ſelfiſh 
Conſideration to their Help, He loved 
Mankind in Truth, and thus qualified, 
he became a Pattern in Word and Conver- 
ſation, adorning the Goſpel he preached. 
He was endued with a large Share of 
natural Underſtanding, which being ſanc- 
tified by the great and good Hand that 


| bleſſed him with it, rendred him very 


ſucceſsful in putting an End to Differences 
among his Neighbours and Friends. 


« And in the neareſt Connections of Life 


he was equally exemplary, being a tender 
loving Huſband, an indulgent Parent, an 
affectionate Relation, and ftrictly regard- 
ful of every Duty towards his Servants, 
his Care over whom was attended with 
ſingular good Conſequences: In theſe and 
many other Reſpects, the Loſs of him is 

| « ſenſibly 
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ſenſibly telt by us; but we 3 believe 
it is his eternal Gain, 1 


; 


% His Services in the wholſom and neceſ- 
ſary Diſcipline eſtabliſned in our Society 
were very great, both in Monthly and 


Quarterly- meetings. And as he was 


exceed ing induſtrious in what he believed 
to be his Duty, ſo was he likewiſe in 
viſiting the Churches; devoting much of 
his Time and outward Subſtance to that 
Service, more particularly in the laſt ten 
or twelve Years of his Life, 


« He conſtantly attended the Service of 
the Yearly-meeting in London for many 
Years 3 the laſt Time of his being there 
he was ſeized with that Iineſs which con- 


cluded his natural Life; notwithſtanding 


his Indiſpoſition, he viſited ſeveral large 
Meetings in Hertfordſhire, Eſſex and Suf- 


folk. He got to his own D welling- houſe 


at Northwalſham the 20th of the Sixth 
Month, and departed this Lite the 2d of 
the Seventh Month 1762, in the fifty- 
ſecond Year of his Age, His Body was 
interred on the 6th of the ſame, in Friends 
Burial-ground there; a very large Con- 
courſe of Friends and others, attending | 
the ſolemn Occaſion.“ | 


AGNES 
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GNES HALL, Daughter of 
William and Dorothy Kidd, of Seitle 


in the County of 7ork, gave early Tokens 


of a religious Inclination and filial Affection; 
being very ſerviceable in her Youth to her 
infirm Mother, during her Widowhood, in 
bringing up a pretty numerous Family of 
Children, ſhe being the eldeſt, her Father 
dying when ſhe was about ſeventeen, _ Her 
Conduct may be truly ſaid to be te, r 
in Plainneſs, Moderation and Induſtry; 
Benevolence and unaffected Piety ; being or 
à meek and quiet Diſpoſition, her Words 
tew and ſavory, which made her Company 
truly valuable. 


About the thirty- ſeventh Year of her Age, 
ſhe had to preach the Glad-tidings of the 
Goſpel, though not Jarge or frequent tor 
ſome Years, yet was ſeaſonable, ſweet and 
edifying, much tending to encourage the 
Youth to give up the Prime of Lite to the 


| Service of Truth, having to acknowledge 


her Thankfulneſs to the Almighty, that he 
had wrought a Willingneſs in her Heart in 
her early Days to bow to his Yoke, which 
ſhe ſound by bleſſed Experience to be eaſy, 
and his Burthen light. 


She 
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She never travelled much in the Work of 
the Miniſtry, but was a diligent Attender of 
Meetings near Home, and very ſerviceable 
m the — of the Affairs of the 
Church. 


Her Indifpoſ ition of Body 8 her 
unable to get to Meetings for a Year before 
the died: When Friends viſited her, though 
ſhe lamented her lonely Situation, and being, 
deprived of getting to Meetings, yet ſhe 
| had at Times to rejoice that ſhe felt the 
great I AM to be near; he that had been 
the Stay of her Youth, to be a Staff to lean 
upon in old Age, and to bear her up with 
Patience, under great Affliction of Body, in 
a lively Hope and Aſſurance of a Reſting- 
place amongſt the Righteous. 


A Friend viſiting her a little before her 
Death, ſhe was much affected with a Senſe 
of the great Declenſion in the Church, and 
of many Superfluities that were crept in, 
which our ancient -Friends had to take up 

their Croſs unto, and bear their Teſtimon 

againſt ; the Thoughts whereof much dif- 
couraged her, being convinced our Principle 
remained the fame, and that we had no 
nearer Way now to the Fold of Reſt than 
they had. 


About 


r 


[ 65 J 


About an Hour before her Death, ſeveral 
Friends viſiting her, ſhe being ſet up in 


Bed, in a lively Frame of Mind, expreſſed 


her great Satisfaction in their Company, 
That the ſenſibly witneſſed the Good-will of her 
heavenly Father. to be near, which ſhe had 
valued all her Life long; under the Influence 
whereof ſhe rejoiced and was comforted, 
and was ſtrongly engaged on the Youth's 
Account (ſome young Friends being preſent) 
That they might chuſe Truth for their Portion, 
and Jacob's God for the Lot of their Inherit- 
ance, which far exceeded every Thing this 
tranſitory F/orld would afford , and was ſorry 
ſhe had not had more frequent Opportunities 
of their Company while ſhe had Strength 
to expreſs ber Warmth of Deſire for thar 
Growth in tbe beſt Things, that would ſtand 
them in ſtead when every Thing elſe would 


fail: And when they took their Leave, ſhe 
ſaid, She was glad of this Opportunity, and 


if ſhe never ſaw them more, ſhe hoped they 


ſhould meet in a better Place. 


She was ſoon after got up in a Chair, 
where in a few Minutes ſhe quietly departed 
this Life on the 1ſt of the Eighth Month 
1762, aged ſeventy-ſix Years, and was 
decently interred in Friends Burial-ground at 
9elile the 4th of the fame. 
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ARAH MARSD EN, Wife of 

Caleb Marſden, of Highflatts, within the 
Compaſs of Pontefract Monthly - meeting, 
was born in the Year 1706, and being fa- 
voured with a religious Education, and the 
Viſitations of Fruth in her young Years, 
by yiclding Obedience thereto ſhe became 
a ſober, grave, diſcreet young Woman, a 
diligent Attender of Meetings, and honeſtly 
labouring to improve her Fime therein, 


About the Year 1749, it pleaſed the 
Lord to call her into the Work of the 
Miniſtry, which ſhe in great Fear and Ten- 
derneſs gave up to, and altho' never large in 
Teſtimony, yet ſhe was plain, ſound and 
edifying, rather backward in her publick 
Appearances, and afraid (as ſhe ſaid) 10 
awake her Beloved till he pleaſed ; but when 
ſhe felt the holy Fire burn, then ſhe offered 
her Gift, and was careful when that abated 
to ſit down in Meetings, where too many 
are intent on Words; ſhe was a diligent 
Labourer in Spirit, her very Countenance 
being awful and affecting, and like the 
worthy Elders and Nobles of the People, 
Numb. xxi. 18. digging as with the Staff 
the Lord had given her, and ſometimes 

broke 
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broke forth in folemn Supplication to the 
great Law-giver, that the Well of Life 
might ſpring up, which at Times ſhe was 


the happy Inſtrument of effecting to the 
Conſolad ion, of the Right- minded. 

She was naturally of an affable, peaceable 
Diſpoſition, an affectionate Wife, a tender 
Mother, and weightily concerned to train up 
her Children in the Nurture and Admonition 
of the Lord ; kind to her Friends, charitable 
to the Poor, and an Example of Humility, 
Self-denial and Reſignation to the divine 


Will, and alſo of Induſtry and a prudent 
Management of the Affairs of this Lite. 


Her laſt [Ineſs was long and tedious, which 
ſhe endured with much Patience and Reſigna- 
tion ; ſaying, My Body is full of Pain, yea, 
more than I can well bear; O the ſad State 
of thoſe in my weak Condition, who want Peace 
of Mind] But for ever bleſſed be my God, 
who now on my ſick Bed anſwers the Deſire of 
my Mind, in giving me an Evidence of my 
Peace with him, having nothing to do but to 
bear with Patience the painful Aflictious that 
are permitted io attend me; 1 find it Work 
enough to ſtruggle with Nature, one had need 
have nothing elſe io do. My Breathing and 
Travail of Soul hath often been to the Lord, 
eas he would let me 3 5 Duty and give me 

Strength 
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Strength to perform it, If bad my Time to 
ſpend over again, I know not that I could 
ſpend it much beiter; I can truly ſay, I have 
never been too forward in my Appearances in 
Meetings and other Things relating to the 
Society , but always in great Fear, which 
Sometimes hath been ſo great that I have been 
loo backward and hurt myſelf thereby, 


To ſome Friends preſent, ſhe ſaid, Dear 
Friends, ſtand in your Lots, fear not Man, 
come up in your proper Places, and the God 
of Peace will be with you, and ſtrengthen you 
to perform and come up in the Way of your 
Duty to him, and one unto another , and fo 


you will be preſerved in the pure Love and 
Unity of the one Spirit, 


At another Time a Friend called to ſee 
her, to whom ſhe ſaid, Thou and I have 
been very near one unto another; O my Body is 
full of Pain! I am ſometimes ready 10 ſay, 
Lord] What have I done? I want to be eaſed 

and diſſolved : My Stay here ſeems very long, 
al Morning I wiſh for Night, at Night I long 
for Morning; but yet bleſſed be my God, I feel 
bis Hand is underneath, and he bears up my 


Spirit, or I could not tell how to endure my 
Aflieticn, | 


At 
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At another Time, being very weak, ſhe 
ſaid to her Huſband and Children, 4: tbe 
Time of my Departure be as ſtill as you can, 
and feel for yourſelves, and do not mourn 10 
exceſs, for all will be well : Do not mourn for 
me; but rather rejnice when I am delivered 


from theſe Pains, for my Change will be a 


happy one. | 


One Evening lying very ſtill, thoſe that 
attended her thought ſhe had been going to 
depart 3 but after ſome Time ſhe opened 
her Eyes, and ſeeing her Relations ſtanding 
by her, ſhe raiſed her Voice in a ſurprizing 
Manner, and ſaid, I am intirely ſenſible, and 
behold you every one, and glad I am to depart 
in Peace and took her ſolemn Farewel of 
all preſent, in a very loving, affecting and 
cheartul Manner, thoſe preſent thinking the 
Time of her Departure had been very near; 
but ſhe continued ſome Days longer, moſtly 


lying in a ſtill, quiet, peaceable and reſigned 


Frame of Mind, patiently waiting her 
Diſſolution; and near her Concluſion, her 
Voice being very weak, ſhe was heard to 
ſay, O that my ſweet Redeemer would come 


and take me to himſelf ! Do not hold me, let 
me go freely. | 


She died the 8th of the Eighth Month 
1762, and was interred in Friends Burial- 
8 ground 
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ground at High-flatts, the 11th of the ſame. 
Aged fifty- ſix Lears. 
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AMUEL WATSON, of Killcon- 

ner in the County of Carlow in Ireland, 
having been a bright and lively Pattern of 
true Religion and Virtue ; in order that ſuch 

an Example ſhould not be loſt, the following 
Teſtimony given forth concerning him is 
thought meet to be inſerted in this Col- | 
Icction, vix. | 


44 Our dear and well eſteemed Friend 
Samuel Watſon, of Killconner in the County 
of Carlow in Ireland, ſucceeded his worthy 

„ and honourable Father Fohn Watſon, of 

the ſame Place, not only in his outward 

<«£ Poſſeſſions there, but in a zealous Concern 
« for the Teſtimony of Truth, and Support 

* of its Cauſe, Bleſt with the great Ad- 

4% vantage of a religious Education, and 

* made livingly ſenſible in his Childhood of 

<< the precious Influence of divine Goodneſs 

« extended to his Soul, he grew up in 

© Sobriety, Circumſpection, and in the 

„ Favour of God and good Men, being 

4 preſerved through the dangerous Path of 
«« Youth from the Evils that are in the 

6 Wald. When a young Man and intro- 

« duced 


8 


* 
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duced into Meetings of Diſcipline, great 

was the holy Fear that attended his Mind 
therein, and his ardent Deſire was that he 
might never ſay or do any thing againſt 
the Cauſe of Truth ; and as this Fear was 
happily kept to, he not only found it to 
be a Fountain of Life to preferve him 
trom the Snares of Death, but experienced 
it to initiate him into the Rudiments of 
true Wiſdom, by which, in Proceſs of 
Time, he had Skill to rule well in the 
Houſe of God. Qualified and influenced 
by this Wiſdom, he was not only of ſin- 

ular Service in the Monthly- meeting to 
which he belonged, but of eminent and 
memorable Uſe in the more general 


Meetings of Buſineſs (which while of 


Ability of Body he attended with exem- 
plary Diligence) in this Nation; and was 
alſo much eſteemed and well received by 
Friends in England in his Viſits there : 
For it had pleaſed the Lord to endue him 
in a good Meaſure with the Gifts and 
Qualifications of an Elder in his Houſe, 
and a Father in the Family. Often 


under the freſh Influence of the divine 


Anointing, he was enabled to drop living 
Counſel to the affecting and tendring of 
many Hearts, and to raiſe that Lite in 
Meetings of Diſcipline which alone is the 
Crown of all our religious Aſſemblies, 

«© Though 


* 
* 
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Though ſharp in Reproof to thoſe in 
general who trampled upon the Teſtimony 
of Truth, or lived in a carnal Security 
yet he greatly rejoiced to ſee the Buddings 
forth of good Deſires in any of the Youth, 
and was a tender nurſing Father to ſuch ; 


yea, ſtrong and fervent were his Deſires 


that the Youth amongſt us, and parti- 
cularly his own Children and their Off- 
ſpring, might dedicate their Hearts fully 
to the Service of God, that there might 


be a Succeſlion of faithful Members in 


the Church, whereof Chriſt is the Head, 
following the Ancients in that ſelf-deny ing 
Path which they had walked in: At 


Times obſerving, That when Friends lived 


more retired aud inward, the Revelation of 
the Spirit and divine Help was witneſſed in 
often deſiring in his 
declining Years, when his natural Strength 
and Faculties gradually decayed, That he 
might never ſurvive the inward Senſe and 
Feeling of that which is the Life of the Soul: 
Alſo forrowtully remarking, That ſome 
by graſping at the preſent viſible Enjoyments 
had left large Poſſeſſions lo their Families, 
but their Table had become a Snare; and to 


ſeveral there was left neither Name nor 
Memorial amongſt us, 


* In 
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“ In religious Viſits to the Families of 
Friends, he was often eminently favoured 
and opened 1n ſuitable Counſel, in an ex- 
traordinary Manner ; and indeed not only 
on theſe appointed Occaſions, but in more 
private Conference with thoſe of his Fa- 
mily and his Friends : It was apparent he 
dwelt near the Fountain of divine Sweet- 
nels, for Words of {ſweet Savour, Edifi- 
cation and Tenderneſs would often at ſuch 
Times flow from him. 


ee To conclude; he was a careful affecti- 
onate Father, Huſband and Friend, help- 
ful in a civil as well as a religious Capacity 
amongſt his Neighbours, and charitable 
to the Poor. 


& He departed this Life in Peace, at his 
own Houle in Killconner, the 14th of the 
Fifth Month 1762, and was interred in 
Friends Bury ing ground at Bally-trumbill, 
in the County of Carlow aforeſaid, the 


17th of the ſame, Aged ſeventy - ſix 
Years,” | 


* 
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RACE CHAMBERS, an ancient 
and honourable Friend, of Kendall in 
Weſtmoreland, was born at Munckhel/den in 
the County of Durham, and while young 
was virtuoufly inclined ; and when ſhe grew 
up was of a ſtrict exemplary Life and Con- 
verſation, remarkable for her Plainneſs and 
Simplicity of Apparel, Manners and De- 
portment, endowed with a good Under- 
ftanding and benevolent Diſpoſition, and 
exerted herſelf to the utmoſt of her Power to 
be ſerviceable in her Day, which gained her 
an extenſive Acquaintance among Friends 
and others, having occaſionally tree Acceſs 
to ſeveral] Families of Diſtinction in her 
Neighbourhood, to whom her affectionate 
Viſits were acceptable and of Service, and 
from whom ſhe met with that civil and 
courteous Behaviour which was due to one 
of her amiable Qualities, 


She had conſiderable Skill in Surgery, and 
in adminiſtring Relief in many Diſorders, 
which ſhe did without Fee or Reward ; and 
was much devoted to viſit the Sick and 
thoſe under Affliction, to whom ſhe was 
greatly helpful. Her Openneſs and Gene- 

« roſity 
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roſity to her Friends, and Hoſpitality to the 
* were very remarkable. 


In the Cloſe of her Time he was ſtrong 
and lively in her Teſtimony, even when 
bodily Strength was ſo much abated, that it 
was with Difficulty ſhe got out to Meet- 
ings ; but having been exemplary in this 
and other Reſpects, ſhe continued lo to 
the laſt. 


Being far advanced in Years, and attend- 
ed with the Infirmities incident to old Age, 
ſhe bore all with Chriſtian Patience and Re- 
ſignation to the alwiſe diſpoſing Hand, and 
finiſhed a well-ſpent Lite, accompanied with 
the Evidence of a future Well-being, at 
her Houſe at Sedgwick near Kendall, the 22d 
of the Ninth Month 1762, and was de- 
cently interred in Friends Burial-ground at 
 Preſton- Patrick (the Meeting ſhe belonged 
to) the 26th of the ſame, Aged eighty- 
five Years. 
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LICE di ef Nac 
Hall, of Litile. Broughton in Cumber- 
land, was born the 3oth of the Eleventh 
Month 1708, at Blackhbouſe in Allendale in 
Northumberland, and Daughter of John and 
J/abella Fetherſftone, who being religious 


Friends, caretully educated their Children 


in the Principles of Truth; ſhe was early 
_ favoured with divine Viſitations, and being 
obedient thereto, grew in religious Expe- 
rience to a good Degree of Stability and 
Settlement therein 3 and having received a 
Giit in the Miniſtry, through an humble 
Attention to the Leading of the good Shep- 
herd, ſhe became ſkiliul and ſerviceable in 
the Church, and treely gave up to that Ser- 
vice as ſhe found her Mind engaged and 
drawn thereto. 


In her unmarried State ſhe was concerned 
to viſit Friends twice in Jrelaud, moſt Parts 
of England, Wales and Scotland; was both a 
good Example in private Life, and 1n her 
pubiick Miniſtry, abiding under the ſeaſon- 


ing Virtue, which rendred her Converſation 


editying and agreeable. Aiter her Marriage, 
which was in the Year 1743, ſhe remained 
zealous for the Cauſe of Truth, and was 

often 


( 77 ] 
often concerned to travel in the Service 


thereof, viſiting ſeveral Parts of her native 
Land, and Ireland a third Time. 


In the Year 1760 ſhe found an Engage- 
ment to viſit the Churches in America, which 
proved a very cloſe Trial, in parting from 
her Huſband and Children; but alter re- 
commending them to the Protection of that 
Hand which is for ever ſufficient, ſhe pro- 
ceeded on her Voyage, and landed in America 
in the Tenth Month 1761, and diligently 
ſet about her Services, viſiting the Provinces 
generally, altno? wealc i in Body, in Company 
of a Friend of Pennſilvania, named Ann 
Newland ; and her Labours of + ove through 
the different Provinces were to the waht. 
Satisfaction of Friends, as appears by divers 
Certificates tranſmitted trom thence, 


She was allo engl to viſit many Nine. 
ings in the Provinces of Pennſilvania and the 


Jerſeys, altho' under great bodily Weakneſs 
and great Exerciſe of Spirit; yet her meek, 


lowly and innocent Deportment, together 
with her lively and editying Miniſtry, made 
| laſting Impreſſions on many Minds, and 
rendred her Company very acceptable, 


In the Courſe of her Viſit, ſhe was an 
Example of great Patience and Humility, 
ſteady 


5 I 0 


ſteady in Attention to her own Buſineſs, and 
prudent 'n Converſation, diſcharging her 
Duty faithfully in her — Undertaking. 


A little before ſhe was confined by IIneſs, 
ſhe expreſſed to ſome Friends after the laſt 
publick Meeting ſhe was able to attend, 
which was at Cheſter in New-Ferſey, Ti bat 


Jhe was clear; and altho' the Vearly- meeting 


at Philadelphia was then to be held in a few 


Days, ſhe faid, She could not ſee ſhe ſbould 
be al it. 


She got to her Lodging at 1/aac Zane's in 
Philadelphia, the 22d of the Ninth Month 
1762, and her Diſtemper increaſing,” not- 
withſtanding all the tender Care Affection 
could dictate, ſhe expired the 6th of the 
Tenth Month following. She endured her 


laft IIneſs, which was very ſharp, without 


any Signs of murmuring, but in Lamb-like 
Patience expreſſed an entire Reſignation in 
the divine Will, whether to live or die, 


Her Body was carried to one of the 
Meeting-houſes in Philadelphia, and after a 
large and folemn Meeting was decently in- 


terred in Friends Bur al- ground in that City, 


the 8th of the Tenth Month 1762. 
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OSSALL MIDDLETON, 

of Boroughbridge in the County of 
York, having through a long Courſe of Years 
maintained a ſteady Teſtimony in Oppoſition 
to all undue Liberties, and laboured for the 
Promotion of Truth, which he was enabled 
to do thro? divine Experience and Obedience 
to the heavenly Light ; and though through 
extream old Age, his Memory became im- 
pair*d for the laſt two or three Years of his 
Lite, yet a ſhort Account of him for the 
Encouragement of ſuch as may hereafter read 
this, claims a Place in theſe Memoirs, 


He was a diligent Attender of Meetings, 
and peculiarly qualified for the Support of 
Diſcipline, awtully waiting tor the Ariſing 
of that divine Power, which is unerring, to 
direct his Judgment. 


He twice ſuffer'd Impriſonment by a Prieſt 
for the Non-payment of his Demands, about 
eleven Years, which he bore with much 
Chriſtian Patience and Reſignation, being 
exemplary in Suffering, and was fo attended 
by divine Aſſiſtance, that he fervently deſired 
tis Adverſary might be forgiven. 8 


About 
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About the ſeventieth Year of his Age, his 
Mouth was opened in publick Teſtimony, 
which was ſound, refreſhing and edifying, 
greatly to the Satisfaction of the Right- 
minded ; and as he bought the Truth he was 
careful not to fell it, fo it may be juſtly ſaid, 
Truth and its Friends were his beloved Com- 
panions, and his Conduct among Men gain'd 


him Love and Eſteem. 


To ſome Friends who viſited him a little 
betore his Deceaſe, he appeared to be in 
a ſtill, quiet, ſweet, compoſed Frame of 
Mind, and took his laſt Leave of them in 
his uſual tender and affectionate Manner. 


Much might be ſaid of this worthy 
Friend; but as his Life was a Series of cloſe + 
eee e and Trials, it may ſuffice to ſay, 
he endured them as a Man whoſe Mind was 
weaned from the World, having his Eye 
fixed on a far better Country, namely an 
heavenly, into which there is no Doubt of 
his being entered. 

He departed this Life the 8ch of the Fifth 
Mogth 1763, in the ninety-ſixth Year of his 
Age, and a Miniſter about twenty-ſeven 
Years, and was buried at Burton near Barnſiey 
the 1oth of the lame. 


JOHN 
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TOHN GOODWIN, an aycient 
Friend at Eſcyrgoch in Monigomeryſbire, 

in North-I/ales, was early favoured with the 
bleſſed Viſitation of Truth, and by faithfully 
adhering to the Dictates thereof, he experi- 
enced its Effects to be redeeming him, and 
purifying him as a Veſſel for the great 
Maſter's Uſe ; ſo that about the twenty- 
ſeventh Year of his Age, he was called to 
the Work of the Miniſtry, in which through 
faithfully and diligently waiting for all: ſuffi- 
cient Help, he became an able Miniſter of 
the Goſpel, and was inſtrumental to turn 
many from Darkneſs to Light, and from the 
Power ot Satan to the Power of God, that 
he might well be number'd among the Vali- 
ants of 1ſrael ; often viſiting the Principality 
of Wales, and in his younger Part of his 
Life, divers Parts of &ngland : He filled up 
the ſeveral Duties of Lite with good Repute, 
being an affectionate Huſband, a tender 
Father, a good Neighbour : Alſo in a reli— 
gious Senſe, a wile nurſing Father, pleaſant 
in Converſation, yet weighty and inſtructive 
to thoſe who enquired the Way to Sion ; 
when led to reprove, he was caretul to abide 
in the Spirit ot Meekneſs and Wiſdom. He 
was of an upright Life and Converſation, a 
M teryent 
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fervent Lover of the Cauſe of Truth and 
People of God, zealous of the Honour of 
4 Truth and the Support of its Teſtimony in 
| all its Branches. : 


In his younger Years, when in low Cir- 
cumſtances, and anxious for the Support of 
his Family, he purpoſed removing to Ame- 
rica (his Parents, Brother and Siſters being 
gone thither before) but finding a Stop in 
his Mind, and feeling after divine Counſel, 
he found it his Place to ſettle in his native 
Land, and it livingly aroſe in his Heart, 
That the Lord would provide for him and his 
Family, in which he believed ; and in the 
Eloſe of his Days ſaid with Thankfulneſs, 
The Lord had fulfilled it to bim; which is 
worthy of Commemoration, and may ſerve 
as a Way-mark to others who read this 

Account, to have their Eye to him in Faith, 
with whom Counſel dwells, for Direction in 
all their Concerns of Lite. 


He continued freſh and lively to old Age, 
and about three Weeks before his Deceaſe, 
at the laſt publick Meeting he attended, he 
was enabled to bear Teſtimony in the Life 
and Power of Truth, in a remarkable Man- 
ner, to thoſe preſent, amongſt whom were 
divers not in Society with us; and after 
Meeting ſaid, He was fully clear of ibe 
- | People, 


. 
People, and releaſed from that Service; ſigni- 
fying, His Time here was near a Concluſion, 
and that now after a painful Afiiftion he 
ſnould ſoon be at Reſt with the Righteous, for 


which he longed ;, yet ſaid, Let Patience have 
ils perfect Work. 


During his Ilneſs he appeared to be in an 


heavenly Frame of Mind, abounding with 


Praiſes to God for his continued Mercies 
often expreſſing, How valuable the Enjoy- 
ment of the Love of God is on a Dying-bed, 
He deſired his Love might be remembred 
to his Brethren and Siſters in Chriſt, being 


ſenſible and clear in his Underſtanding to the 
laſt Hour. 


He quietly departed this Life, as one 


falling into a ſweet Sleep, the 7th of the 
Twelfth Month 1763, and was buried in 


Friends Burial-ground at Llwyndee, the 12th 
of the ſame, Aged about eighty-two Years, 
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ATHARINE BURLING, 

Daughter of 7obhn and Ann Burling, 
oO: the City of New-York in America, was 
taken ill of a flow Fever, which weaken'd 
her gradually, fo that (to uſe her own Ex- 
preſſions) ſhe was reduced ſtep by ſtep, all 
Means uſed for her Help proving ineffectual, 


When ſhe was brought low and her Re- 
covery appeared doubtful, ſhe was for a 
Time under great Exerciſe of Mind concern- 

ing her future State, and prayed to the Lord 
for a little more Time, and that ſhe might 
witneſs a better State; which he was gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to anſwer, not long after 
faying, Her Mind was changed. She came 
to witnels the Child*s State, filled with In- 
nocency, abounding in Love; often ſaying, 
My Mind is like a little Child's; and her 
Heart came to be filled with the Love of 
God, and in the Aboundings thereof, for 
ſeveral Weeks before her Departure, ſhe was 
at Times enabled to declare of the Lord's 
Goodneſs to her in a wonderful Manner; 
and alſo, to exhort many who came to viſit 
her, to Amendment of Life, that when the 
came to lie on a ſuck Bed they might 6 
made Enjoyers of that Peace ſhe was then 

made 


E 


made a Partaker of ; often ſaying, She feit 
bis Peace flow in her Mind as a geatle Stream, 
and that her Cup run over, 


Though Order of Time may not be kept 
ſtrictly to, yet many were the ſweet Ex- 
preſſions which this young Woman uttered, 
ſome of which, as near as could be remem- 
bred, are as follows, vis. | 


Many wearijome Nights have I gone thre, 
and have watered my Pillow with my Tears. 
1 was long in Doubt of my eternal Happineſs, 
and in the Time of prealeſt Diſtreſs I cried 19 
the Lord that he would be pleaſed lo lengiben 
my Time a little longer, that I might be more 
fully prepared, and he was graciouſly pleaſed 
to hear and grant my Requeſt , and now be 
has been pleaſed to grant me a full Aſſurance 
of it, and to lengthen my Time, that I might 
bea of his Goodneſs to others, and tell what 
be has done for my Soul; O Praiſes, Praiſes, 
Praiſes, be given to his great and glorious 
Name ! My Tongue is too ſhort by far, O if 
J bad the Tongue of an Angel, I could not 
 faſficiently expreſs my Gratitude to that gracious 
God who has been thus pleaſed to favour me in 
fo eminent a Manner ] | 


My Diferder is very changeable, very flat- 
tering it would be ta ſome, bu it does not 
| | flatter 
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flatter me; 1 am reſigned to the Lord's Will, 
tet him do juſt as beſt pleaſeth him with me, 
his poor frail Creature. A few Days ago, 
when I thought I was juſt launching into 
Eternity, that bounilleſs Ocean of Eternity, I 
prayed to the Lord that he would be pleaſed 


to give me a lillle longer Time, and he was 


graciouſly pleaſed to hear and grant my Requeſt. 

The Work of Regeneration is à great Work, 

I know it now experimentally, I am become a 

new Creature, new Thoughts, new Deſires, 

my Affections ſet upon Things above; I have 

a new Name written in the Lamb's Book of 
E, and the white Stone is given to me. 


She at the ſame Time adviſed her Brothers 
and Siſters to Plainneſs of Speech and Ap- 
pare}, ſaying, Remember our bleſſed Lord, 
that great Pattern of Plainneſs, who when on 
Earth went up and- down doing Good, and 
wore a Garment without a Seam : He was 
crucified, he was nailed to ihe Croſs for our 
Sins, for my Sins: O Love inexpreſſible ! 


During the Jaſt five Weeks of her IIneſs 
ſhe was frequently ſpeaking of the Lord's 


Goodneſs to her, ſhe being favoured in an 
extraordinary Manner; often ſaying, I have 
nething 10 do with this World, O let my Time 
be employed in praiſing the Lord, and telling 
of his gracious Dealings with my Soul ! 5 

| ne 
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One Evening her Father was ſitting by 
her Bed-ſide, ſhe ſaid to him, Thou art my 
Father, but now 1 have another Father, J 
have an heavenly Father ; I love thee dearly, 


but 1 love him much more, O he is the chiefeſt 
of ten Thouſands ! 


She would often ſay, I am thankful to the 
Lord for all his Favours conferred on me, 
and when I don't ſpeak I am thankful in my) 
Heart, and that is more than Words; the 
Lord dowt require Lip-honour, but when my 


Heart is filled I can't help ſpeaking. 


At another Time, Many are the Changes 
and Viciſſitudes I do experience, and what may 
come next there are none of us knows ; but I 
am reſigned and thankful for all his Mercies, 
His poor frail Creature : He muſt do with me 
juſt as be pleaſes ; we ſhould be thankful for 
all the Lord's Favours. I hope and pray that 
J may be kept thankful and bumble, meek and 
low, before him, waiting for my Change, and 
a happy Change it will be to me. 


One Morning as her Mother and Siſters 
were putting on her Cloaths, ſhe deſired 
them to ſtop, and then expreſſed herſelf to 
this Effect: I now no longer wonder that the 
Martyrs could ſing in the Flames, I could do 
the ſame; I think I could go through burning 

| Hlames, 
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Flames, if required, for the Love of Chriſt, 
O it is inexpreſſible! And ſpake much 
more, and then prayed in an extraordinary 
Manner. | 


At another Time ſhe fpoke to the Purpoſe 
following: Now I know how precious the 
Soul 15, O that People would prize their Time, 
and prepare while Health is granted them ! 
I bleſs the Lord 1 am prepared, if he is pleaſed 
to call me the next Moment, I am ready; but 
# am thankful for the little Time he has 

ranied me to be with you: But, O bow 
ſhocking, how borribly ſhocking muſt it be for 
fach poor Souls who are unprepared and de- 
prived of their Senſes at ſuch a Time as this ! 


She often exhorted and adviſed many 
young People, at different Times, againft 
reading Romances and idle Books, ſay ing, 
It has been the greateſt Trouble and Exerciſe 
of Mind to me, more than any thing I have 
gone, it has coſt me many a weariſome Night 
and many a bitter Tear, though ] have never 
reud but a few, and thoſe that were deemed. 
the moſt harmleſs; I know there are ſome 
who deem them innocent Amuſements, and 
fay, Thoſe Books are inſtructive and there are 
good Morals in them : But, O muſt we go to 
fich Books for good Morals ] Read the Scrip- 

| = tures, 


(%] 
tures, which are the beſt of all Books, and 
there are other good Books. 


One following the Sea coming into the 
Room, and ſtanding by her Bed-ſide, after 
a few Minutes ſhe ſpoke to him to this 
Import: Thou art one that ſaileth on the 
great Waters, and there thou may ſte God's 
Wonders in the great Deeps ; and thou art 
much in Company with Sailors and ſuch like 
Men, and I know they are _ and frothy 
in their Converſation ; and 1 defire thee to 
keep thy Mind watchful and near the Lord, 


zohich if thou doeſt, thou Will be preſerved in 
his Fear, 


When ſhe — 8 a ſevere Turn of 
Ilneſs, one Evening ſhe called her little 
Brothers to her, and kiſſed them in a very 
loving Manner ; and then being removed to 
the Bed ſide, as ſhe ſat thereon ſhe ſaid, 
OT am full of Love! I feel a Degree of 
divine Love. A Neighbour being in the 
Room, noticing how eaſy and compoſed her 
Countenance was, ſhe anſwer'd, How can 
my Countenance be jad when my Mind is at 
Peace; the Neighbour anſwering, Which 


the World cannot give, ſhe return'd, No nor 
take away, 


N 'Two 
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Two Neighbours not of our Soci 
. . | 9 | 
coming into the Room, ſhe ſpoke * 
of them, faying, Thou ſees me very weak 
and low, but my Mind is at Peace, ſweet 
Cn Peace 2 Mind; I hope and pray 
at thou may feet the ſame when i 
to lie on a fick Bed. 7 8 


Through the Prevalence of her Diſtempei 
and for Want of Sleep, ſhe became deli 
rious for fome Days, with ſmall Intermiſ- 
ſiors ; and then at ſuch Intervals ſhe ſeem'd 


filled with divine Love. The laſt Day be- 


fore her Departure, ſhe bid her Siſte 

5 r tell 
her Mother, I am re ſign'd, patiently waiting 
and quietly hoping for my happy Change. A 


little before her Departure, ſhe told her 


Father, She was not afraid to die | 

5 . 3 8 

after ſhe ſaid to one of her Siſters, 1 r 

if I am going lo Paradiſe, About Noon the 

F 5 Fan deſired her Mother to tell a 
rie 

* — preſent, That ſhe ſhould go eaſy and 


She departed this Life without Sigh or 


Groan, the 16th of the Fourth Mo 
2 nth 176 
between the Hours of eight and nine 3 the 


Evening, in the eighteenth Year 

7 of her 
Age, and was decently interred in Fiend 
Burying-ground in New-7@rk, os 
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OHN ALD E RS ON. of Ra- 

venſtondale in Weſtmoreland, was the 
Son of our ancient Friends Ralph and Alice 
Alderſon, of the ſame Place, and was edu- 
cated by them in a religious Manner, who 
both by Example and Precept, were ſignally 
ſerviceable to him in the Time of his Youth, 
to whom he demean'd himſelf, as he became 
truly religious, in a very dutiful Manner. 


About the nineteenth Year of his Age, 
he was remarkably favoured with an hum- 
bling Viſitation from on High, which as he 
kept under, he became fitted for the Work 
of the Miniſtry, into which he was called 
about twelve Years afterwards ; wherein in a 
| ſhort Time he grew ſKkilful, and laboured 
with unwearied Diligence, viſiting divers 
Parts of this Nation ſeveral Times : He 
alſo viſited Ireland and Scotland; in all which 
there is good Reaſon to believe his Labours 
were acceptable, and of good Service to the 
Churches. In Time of Silence he was cloſe 
and ſteady in a fervent Travail of Spirit 
before the Lord; was often enabled to 
unfold the deep Myſteries of the Kingdom, 
and the Work ot Regeneration; and alſo 
ſtrongly to preſs Friends, to a ſteady Watch- 

N 2 fulnals 


ET 


fulneſs againſt the many ſubtil Wiles 4 
Temptations of the Enemy of Man's mp 7 
pineſs. 


In the Beginning of the Year 1764, altho' 
under great Weakneſs of Body, he found a 
Concern to pay a religious Viſit to Friends in 

- - the Southern Parts of the Nation, and in 4 
Company with his beloved Friend Anthony | 
Maſon, he came to London, but under great 
Indiſpoſition, being able to attend but a few 
Meetings in that City, in which he appeared 

in publick Teſtimony, to the Comfort and 
Satisfaction of many, particulary is the 
Meeting of Miniſters and Elders; but his 
natural Strength decreaſing, he was confined 
about ſcventeen Weeks at the Houſe of our 
Friend Thomas Jackſon, where all neceſſary 
Care and Aſſiſtance were adminiſtred to him. 
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In the Courſe of his IIneſs he was led 
under the Influence of divine Love, to leave 
a few Hints reſpecting the Beginning and 
Progreſs of Truth upon his Soul, and ex- 
preſſed himſelf to this Effect:“ That he 
« was merci.ully viſited with the Day- 
« ſpring from on High, and in the Light 
„ of the Lord it was clearly diſcovered to 
« him, what he ſhould do and what he ſhould 
*« abſtain from; but being addicted to 
« youthful Follies and Vanities, he was 
= | unwilling | 
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unwilling to renounce them, as well as to 
come up in Obedience to the Advice and 
Admonitions of his faithful and expe- 
rienced Parents in the Truth. By his 
Diſobedience he put out the Candle which 
the Lord had lighted in bis Soul, and con- 
tinued for ſome Time to walk in Dark- 
neſs; in which dark and wilderneſs State, 
the Almighty, for wiſe Purpoſes by him 
unſeen, ſuffered Satan to try and prove 


him with varias Templations; not onl 


with the Glory of temporal Delights, but 
with Sins exceeding ſinful in their Nature. 

He had received a Meaſure of Light and 
Grace, but he rebelled againſt it; and 
though he was kept from groſs Pollutions, 
yet his vain, light and airy Mind, and 
aſpiring Imagination, was unwilling to 
ſubmit to the Yoke of Chriſt to follow 
him in Humility and Selt-denial ; and as 
he had by Tranſgreſſion againſt the inward 
Law, which 1s Light, forfeited his Right 
to the Tree of Life, he tound no Way 
for a Return but by the flaming Sword, 

which in an eminent Manner ſeem'd fines 
biſhed for him in order to divide the 
Precious from the Vile, and which kn 
execute the fierce Anger of the Lord u 

his tranſgreſſing Nature, which was Sous 
and unwilling to have Sin deſtroy'd both 
Root and Branch. For ſome Time the 
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Lord executed his juſt Judgments ſo that 
his Terrors made him atraid that his 


Mercy was clear gone from him for ever, 


which brought him to deſpair of attaining 
Life eternal. 


« But when the Almighty (who redeems 
Zion through Judgment) was pleaſed to 
lay, It was enough, and this Diſpenſation 
of Condemnation had humbled his Spirit, 
and bowed his Neck to the Yoke of 


Chriſt, by the powerful Operation of 
whoſe Spirit he became as Clay in the 


Hands of the Potter; and though the 


| Muiſtration of Condernaricn had been 
glorious, he could now ſing of Judgement 


and Mercy. And as he kept faithful to 


the Diſcoveries of the Light which now 


ſhone brighter to the perfect Day, he 
was preſerved therein from turning again 


to Folly ; knowing by purchaſed Expe- 


rience, that all who are ſaved from Sin, 
and perſevere in a Life of Righteouſneſs, 
mult walk ſteadily in the Light of the 
Lord. 


« While he was in the Employment of a 

Shepherd, being alone, he was by the 
Love of God ſo powerfully attracted to 
love him again, and all . that 
under the ſacred Influence and holy 


„ Anointing 
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* Anointing thereof, he found the Goſpel 
« of Salvation flowed univerſally towards 
ce all, and the Word of Lite ſprang and 
© flowed in his Soul as if he had been 
« preaching to many People.“ 


Thus this dear Friend became qualified 
for the Work of the Miniftry, a Diſpenſa- 
tion of which was given to him, that he 
might ſhow unto Man the Way of Life and 
Salvation. | 


Much excellent Counſel and Advice alſo 
dropt from him, in the Courſe of his IIneſs, 
to Miniſters and Elders in their various 
States and Allotments, his Underſtanding and 
Memory being preſerved clear and ſtrong ta 


the laſt, being allo bleſſed with remarkable 
Serenity and Calmneſs in. that proving Sea- 


ſon, Towards the Cloſe of his Time, after 
commend ing every one 4% God, and to the 


Mord of bis Grace and good Spirit, he added, 


for whoſe Sake, lays he, 1 have travelled in 
the Deeps , and now in the ſeeming Conclu- 
fron of my Time, I witneſs renewed Peace and 
divine Refreſhment, and with my languiſhing 
Breath, under the Influence of Goſpel Love, 
J am enabled to pray for the Peace of our 
Zion, that Truth and Righteouſneſs may proſper 


within ber Gates, and the Salvation of our 


God may be yet appointed as Walls and Bul- 
| | warks 
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and Felleto- members, but for every one who 
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wars about her City. This is what I continue 


may receive the Invitation of God's Love, and 
be obedient to the Diftates of his Spirit, and ſo 
become Inhabitants of this holy City, the City 
of the great King, who 15 ever worthy to rule 
and reign in the Hearts of his People : Then 
adding, Thus having relieved my Spirit, there 
remains nothing but to deſire my endeared Love 
may be remembered id my affeftionate Wife, 
<ho, lays he, I deſire may not grieve beyond 
meaſure, but freely reſign me into the Hands 


of my faithful Creator; alſo to my dear 


Children, with my dear aged Parents and 
Relations according to the Fleſh , telling them, 
that through the continued Loving-kindneſs of 
a merciful Saviour, it is well with me, and 
J am favoured with a comfortable Evidence, 
that if I am removed with the preſent Weak- 
neſs of Body, he will receive me into the Arms 
of his Mercy ; and that I go to their God, 
and my God, lo their Father and my Father, 
to join the heavenly Hoſt, in ever magnifying 
his Love and Mercy, who hath loved and 
waſhed us in the Blood of the immaculate 
Lamb : To whom, wilh the Father, through 
the holy Spirit, be Glory, Honour and Praiſe, 
now and eternally in the Heavens. Amen. 


He 
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He departed this Life the 26th of the 
Fourth Month 1764, about Midnight, and 
his Body was interred in Bunbill-fields the 
zoth of the ſame, after a large and ſolemn 
Meeting at Devon/hire-houſe, held for that 
Purpoſe. Aged near forty-three, and a 
Miniſter about twelve Years. 


See an Account concerning him in Print, 
intituled, Some uſeful Obſervations and Advices. 


TEPHEN SEDGEWICERK 

an ancient Friend belonging to Bentham 
Monthly - meeting in Zoræſbire, was born 
about the Year 1684, and educated in the 
May of Truth as profeſſed by us, and when 
very young became concern*d to live a ſober 
and religious Lite, frequently ſeeking ſolitary 
Places to pour forth his Soul in Supplication 
to the Lord, that he might know an inward 
Acquaintance with him for himſelf ; and as 
he grew in Years he grew in ſaving Know- 
ledge, ſo that about the twentteth Year of 
his Age his Mouth was opened in Miniſtry, 
and through Faithfulneſs he became an able 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, having frequently 
to declare to others what the Lord had done 
for his Soul, to the Encouragement of the 
weak and fincere Mind. 
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He laboured diligently, and viſited moſt 
of the Meetings in this Nation, Scotland 
and [reland, and was frequently engaged in 


_ viſiting the Families of Friends; in which 
Service he was eminently qualified, 


During the latter Part of his Life he was 
afflcted with bodily Weakneſs, yet till 
continued a conſtant Attender of Meetings, 
both tor Worſhip and Diſcipline ; and it 
was clearly obſervable, the nearer he grew 
towards his final Change, the more lively 


and bright he grew in his Gift in the 
Miniſtry. 


His Life and Converſation was remark- 
ably regular and inoffenſive, his Benevolence 
extended to all, where by he obtained a good 
Report and Eſteem. 


During his laſt Upeſs he often declared to 
thoſe who viſited him, That his Day's Work 
was done, that he had nothing to do but die, 
and that he was in irue Peace Wwith the Lord 
aud all Men, 


He departed this Life the 1cth of the 
Fifth Month 1764, and was buried in 
Friends Burial e at Lower- Bentham. 
Aged about eighty Years, a Minifter fixty 


Years. 
ELIZABETH 


199 4 


Ll ZABETH KEN 

late of Manningtree in Eſſex, Was con- 
vinced of the Truth in her young and tender 
Years, altho* in the Beginning was not ſen— 
{ible what it was that followed her with 
Reproofs, if at any Time ſhe miſſed or 
turned her Feet out of the Way which ſhe. 
was convinced ſhe ſhould walk in; which 
brought great Anguiſh upon her tender 
Mind, and made her to ſeek ſolitary Places 
to pour out her Tears before the Lord, who 
heard her Prayers and Supplications for Pre- 
ſer vation, and was her alone Helper. 


Her Parents not being at all ſenſible of 
her Trouble of Mind, and that it was for 
her Soul's Sake, that it might reſt in the 
Day of Trouble, began to be very harſh with 
her, by Threatning and uſing all Endeavours 
to drive her from ſuch Thoughtfulneſs, 
tearing it would be her Ruin. But powertul 
was that good Hand and Arm which was 
made bare tor her Support, ſo that the 


more her Suffering encreaſed the ſtronger 
ſhe grew. 


At this Time ſhe was quite unacquainted 
with Friends, not knowing there was ſuch a 


32 People; 
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People; but ſome Time after her Parents 
removing to a Place near which ſome Friends 


reſided, ſhe became acquainted with them, 


in whoſe Company ſhe was often refreſhed, 
and her afflicted Mind much comforted ; 
and hearing of a Meeting ſhe found Means 
to get to it, in which (tho? there were but 
few Words ſpoken) ſhe was melted down as 
Wax before the Fire, not wanting to hear 
Words; but was ſenfible theſe were the 
People ſhe was to join with, which ſhe did 


for Peace-lake about the nineteenth Year of 


her Age. Then did her Sufferings encreaſe 
by her Parents, but in a more ſevere Manner 
from her Father, he having a great Diſlike 
to the Name 92waker, ſiying, 1 bad rather 
ſhe had been any thing but that, and ſpoke 
much againſt them; yet was ſhe ſteady and 
immovable, many Times -having much to 
ſay in Vindication of the Truth, but he could 
not bear it, theretore was more ſeverc azaillt 
her. 


About the ewenty- firſt Year of ber Age, 
ſhe came forth in a publick Teſtimony to the 
reat Comfort and Satisfaction of Friends, 


which occaſioned a treſh Trouble to her 


Parents, and made her Sufferings ſtill greater 
from them; yet it did not a/ter her ſteady 
Reſolutions in preſſing forward in that which 


brought 
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brought Peace, neither occaſioned her to 
e any Uneaſineſs to her Parents. 


Ore Day her Father being in great Warmth 
took her by the Arm and "thruſt her out at 
the Door, ſaying, Let me never ſee you more 
if you do not leave the Quakers ; ſhe patient! 
bore it and went to a Friend's Houſe, who 
gladly received her ill further, Way was 
C pened. 8 - ; 


After ſome Time it pleaſe] the Almighty 
to grant her Father a Viſitation of the Day- 
ſpring, | rom on High, which brought him to 
a S1zht of his State ; and Condition, and made 
him Teck a Place of Repentance: And he 
became willing to ſuffer and to endure the 
Croſs, and bt took himſelf to a very circum- 
ſi ect Way of Life; and after a conſiderable 
Jime, hearing his Daughter was to be at a 
Meeting near where he relided, privately got 
to it; in which ſhe was e e to bear a 
living Teſtimony to the Truth, and was 
made inſtrumental to his being ſully con- 
vinced; after Meeting he embraced her with 
Tears, ſaying, My dear Child, hold on thy 
Way, fear no Man, thou art in the Rig hi. 
And from that Time be conſtantly went 
to Mectings, and continued faithful to the 
End of his Tine; lome Time after his 


Wie, 
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Wite, one Son and another Daughter joined 
Friends. N 


After ſome Time ſhe ſettled at Bradfeld 
near Mannixgiree in Eſſex, and being frecly 


given up to the Lord's Requirings, grew 
much in the Truth ; her Teſtimony was 
large, lively and powerful, to the great 
Comfort and Satistaction of the Honeſt- 
hearted. She was often concerned to go 
forth and leave all that was near and dear to 
ber behind; was ſeveral Times drawn to 
viſit Friends in this Nation, once in Ireland, 
twice in ales and Scotland, and in all was 
well received; appear'd much to the Conſo- 
lation of the Afflicted, but as a ſharp threſh- 


ing Inſtrument to the Carejels, and to the 


ſtirring up and awakening many, 


A Pattern of Plainneſs and true Humility, 
zealous tor promoting the Truth, having no 
greater Joy than to ſce its Proteſſors proſper 
in it, nor ſpared any Pains to admoniſh or 
rebuke where Occaſion required, _ 


Fer ſeveral Years before her Deceaſe ſhe 
was attended with great bodily Weaknels, 
yet as long as it was poſſible to be had to 
Meetings did not give it over; ſoon alter 
her being diſabled from attending Meetings, 
ſhe was taken with ſomething of the Palſey, 

Which 
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which affected her Speech, ſo that ſhe could 


not well expreſs herſelf, but was ſometimes 
underſtood to ſay, Ilove, I love all : Nothing 


more pleaſant to her this to ſee her Friends. 
She was often retired in her Mind, Sweetneſs 


appearing in her Countenance ; a Pattern' of 
Patience, not finding Fault with what was 
done for her, nor heard to lay, it was hard 
ſhe ſhould be afflicted with ſo many Weak- 
nefles ; but always appearing in an eaſy 
Frame of Mind with great Pleaſantneſs, en- 
deavouring to make thoſe about her ſenſible 
the counted it a great Favour ſhe was ſo 
provided tor, 


She departed this Life the 19th, and was 
interred the 24th of the Second Month 1765, 
in Friends Burial-ground at Manningtree, 
about the eightieth Year of her Age, having 
been a Miniſter fifty-eight Years, 


HARRETT VAN HASSEN, 

an ancient Friend of Dublin, was born 

in Holland, he was a ſignal Inſtance of the 
Mercy and. long Forbearance of a gracious 
God, having been favoured with a divine 
and powerful Viſitation about the fortieth 
Year of his Age, and thereby reclaim'd from 
a State of Unregeneracy and Sin, witneſſing 


true 
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true Repentance : He join'd in Society with 
us the People called Quakers, and through 
Faichiulneſs, being led on in the Paths of 
Piety and Love to God and Men, he re- 
ceived a Giit in the. Miniſtry in England, 
and about the Year 1737 he went to Jreland, 
and for the molt Part of the Remainder « ot 


his Time reſided at Dublin. 


He was a fervent Labourer in the Mini— 
ſtry, and zealous in his Teftimony againſt 
the inordinate Love of the World, affection- | 
ately tender to the Youth, and was often 
concerned tor their Preſervation. 


% He wilced the Meetings of Friends in 

Great-Britain ; and in the Year 1747 he 
performed a Viſit to moſt or all the Families 
of Friends in Ireland, and alſo to ſuch as 
had by Miſconduct juſtly i incurred the Cen- 
fure of the Society; in which Labour he 
was well received, having extenſive Charity. 


During the latter Part of his Time, he 
was greatly affl.cted with bodily Infirmities, 
diſabling him in a great meaſure for publick 
Service; but he ſtill retained his Love' to 
God and the Brethren, and at or near his 
Concluſion had the comiortable Aſſurance 
of his approaching Removal to a better 
State, which he ſignified by the following 


Expreſſions E 
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Expreſſions among others : I am going to 
your Father and my Father , to your God and 


my God : I die gal, nevertheleſs 1 live, and 
not J. but Corift liveth in me. 


He departed this Life the goth of the 
Sixth Month 1765. Aged about ſeventy, 
a Miniſter r NPTRres: of _—_— eight Years. 


ACHEL CHANDLER 
formerly PEN FOLD, was born 
at Guilford in the County of Surry ; her 
Mother dying when ſhe was young, ſubject- 
ed her to many Inconveniencies, Which ſhe 
occaſionally mentioned; but being favoured 
with an early Viſitation of divine Love, was 
preſerved from the groſſer Pollutions of the 
Age, and by gradually ſubmitting to the 
lanctifying Operation of Truth, was fitted 
for the Work of the Miniſtry, and diligently 
labouring to improve the Talent committed 
to her Truſt, in due Time became an able 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, ſound in Doctrine, 
rightly dividing the Word of Truth. She 
travelled thro? divers Parts of this Nation in 
full Unity with her Friends, and to the Peace 
and Satisfaction of her own Mind. 


. Her 
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Her Miniſtry was attended with a lively 
Demonttration of the Spring from whence it 
flowed; ſhe was o:ten favoured with near 
Acceſs to the Throne of Grace, in fervent 
Supplicat on for the Reſtoration of Zion to 
her primitive Purity and Beauty; and in 
Commemoration of the Lord's Goodneſs to 


her through the various Diſpenſations of his 


Providence, would frequently exhort the 
Youth to Remember their Creator in the Days 


of their Youth, and dedicate the Prime 7 their 


Days to his Service, 


She was a nurſing Mother to the Tender 
and Well-inclined, and a true Sympathizer 
with the Bowed-down and A fflicted in Spirit; 
but a ſharp Reprover of the Rebellious and 
Stift-necked ; an affectionate Friend and kind 
Neighbour ; a Pattern of Induſtry, Humi- 
lity and Self-denial 3 a geod Example in 
diſcharging the ſeveral relative Duties ſuitable 
to her Station and Circumſtances in Life, 
which made her beloved both by Friends 
and others. 


Che was long afflicted with a ſore Diſorder, 
which rendred her incapable of Travelling 
for a confiderable Time ; but ſhe conftantly 
attended her own Meeting, and after, when 
her Inability encreaſed, the Meeting was 
held at her Houſe, where ſhe frequently 

EPO 
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appear'd in publick Teſtimony, under a 


living Senſe that the Lord had not forſaken 


her in this Time of outward A fflictlon. 


To her Huſband and a Friend who came 


to ſee her, ſhe ſaid, f /be died then, ber 


Deſire was that they would look to their own 
Standing, and not gricve for her, but rather 
rejoice ſhe was landed jafe from a World of 
Peril and Difficulty, a Life of Temptation and 
Prebation , that the laſt Thing- ſhe had to 
ſtruggle with was Death, and that was made 
eaſy, the Sting thereof being taken away, 


At another Time, being in great Pain, O 
if I bad my Peace lo make now, what ſhould 
1 do! 1t is enough to bear the Infirmities of the 
Body, without the Load of a guilty Conſcience. 
Being a little caſter, ſhe ſaid, That her Pain 
was often very ſtrong, yet at Times ſhe wit- 
neſſed great Sweeineſs, which ſupported and 
enabled ber to bear her Afliction; further 
adding, A little of the Balm of Gilead was 
very comfortable io her, and that ſhe longed 
for the Time to come when ſhe might drink 
large Draughts of Water from the Well of 


Life, 


She was ſeveral Months confined to her 
Bed, but bore her Affliction with remarkable 
Patience and Reſignation, and continued 

re {enſible 
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ſenſible to her End, departing this Life the 
18th of the Fifth Month 1765, and was 
interred in Friends Burial-ground at Kingſton 
the 24th of the ſame. Aged forty-two, a 
Miniſter ſixteen Years. vp 


A few Months before her Death, ſhe 
drew up a brief Memorial of the gracious 
Dealings of the Lord with her Soul, which 
ſhe deſired might be communicated to 
Friends, and 1s here annexed, 


A brief Memorial of the Lord's gracious 
Dealings with Rachel Chandler, for- 
merly R. Penfold, late of Eſher in 


Surry, written by herſelf a few Months 
before her Deceaſe, and at her parti- 


cular Requeſt communicated to Friends. 


cc 


HEN I conſider that the Grave 
cannot celebrate the Praiſe that is 
<« due to the Lord, on Account of his 
« gracious and mercitul Dealings to my 
„ Soul, I am inclined to fay ſo much on 
„ God's Behalf, as may ſuffice to let Man- 
& kind know, that he of his own free 
Mercy firſt viſited my Soul, when it was 
e gone very far aſtray from the right Path ; | 
| 40 an 
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„ 
and at about the ſeventeenth Year of 
my Age, laid the Axe to the Root of 
the corrupt Tree, and ſhook my ſandy 
Foundation, ſo that my feeble Building, 
grounded on Profeſſion and Name, was 
made to totter, and I to cry out in the 
Anguiſh of my Spirit, What hall J do 
to become what I ought to be, that fo 1 
might obtain Favour and Peace with God ! 
And ſuch was my Sorrow Night and Day, 
that I often wiſh*d I had never been born, 
or that I: had died very young before I 
had Knowledge of Good and Evil ; for 
now that the Book of the Law was 
opened, the Commandment. came, Sin 
revived that had been hid and covered 
with a Fig-leaf Covering, and I died, 
and as one ſenſible of the Terrors of the 
Lord, I often cried, O wretched Creature 
that I am ! Who ſhall deliver me from 
this Body of Sin and Death 9 Thus went 
I ſecretly mourning on my Way for a 
long Time, while my Adverſary laid 
many Baits in my Way to. catch my 
unwary Feet ; yet when ever [ yielded to 
the forcible Power of Conviction, though 
in ever ſo trivial Things, I found Peace; 
but as I had gone a great Way trom the 
Father's Houſe, ſo I had a great Way to 
come back, and it took up much Time, 
for there was long War between the 

„ Houle 
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cc 
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Houſe of Saul and the Houſe of David; 
but bleſſed be God, the Father and Foun- 
tain of Life, the Houſe of David grew 
ſtronger as the Houſe of Saul grew 
weaker, ſo that in Time my Enemies 
were diſcomfitted, and what I had ſeen 
and heard in ſecret at the Bottom of 
Jordan and in the Depth of the Sea, was 
I required to proclaim as on the Houſe- 
top; which was ſo weighty an Engage- 
ment that it took up much Time to be 
fitted for, leſt not being rightly pre- 

red I ſhould be drawn in a forward 
Zeal to do that which was not required 
of me, as poor Uzzah did, or being 
rightly anointed, yet through a forward 


Mind to be doing, ſhould be haſtily drawn 


to offer Sacrifice before Samuel came; fo 
that after repeated Maniſeſtations and 
convincing Circumſtances had been af- 
forded, yet the confirming Evidence be- 
ing wanting, I durſt not appear in publick 
Teſtimony for God, until Gideon-like, I 
had tried the Fleece every Way, by which 


the Long-forbearance of the Lord was 


diſcovered to me-ward, who knew my 
with holding was not from obſtinate Re- 
bellion, but through Fear of taking that' 
on me which I was not called to, and 
that my Deſire in doing his Work was 


that I might be his Servant, and found 


« anſwering 


11 


anſwering the End ſor which I was made, 
that rightly improving my Talent, I 
might at laſt have an Entrance into the 
Joy of my Lord: And at length having 
waited the Seaſon for the accompliſhing 
the Work of maniteſting my Love by 
my Obedience, I gave up in great 


-Weaknelſs and Trembling to ſpeak a few 


Words in Meetings in the twenty-ſixth 


* Year of my Age, and had great Peace in 
ſo doing; and although I have never been 


called to much Service, yet having one 
Talent committed to my Truſt, I have 
found an abſolute Necefiity to improve 


the ſmall Portion of Grace received, and 


alſo to watch and guard againſt Tempta- 
tions, which I have had my Share of 
many Ways, but find none more danger- 
ous nor ſubtil than Self, the moſt cruet 
Foe, of which I am the more free to 
ſpeak in order to inform others, that they 
may beware and not attribute that Honour 
to Self which belongs to God: 1 have 
ſeen it in many Shapes, had many a 
Combat with it, and do rejoice in this, 
to ſee it under Foot and the Lord to be 
uppermoſt, there Self is of no Reputa- 
tion; and that I may ſtill witneſs this, 
that as my Eye has been ſteadily fixed on 
my good Guide, who firft found me our 
when alone in a deſart Land, and a Con- 
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cern hath been raifed to follow him only 
in the Way of his Leadings, ſo he alſo 
may have the Glory and Praiſe in the 
conducting me fate thus far on my Jour- 
ney through many Difficulties and Straits, 


which but only to look back upon makes | 


me ſhudder at them, inſomuch that ap- 
proaching Death appears a pleaſant Re- 
leaſe from a World of Trials and Bciet- 
ments, which while here we are liable to; 
and am ready to conclude my Work is 
almoſt done, my Day near at an End, my 
Sun nigh ſetting, in which the Curtain of 
the Night will be drawn over my earthly 
Tabernacle, which Pain and Weaknefs 
make to ſhake, ſo that I ſuppoſe what I 
do, I had need do quickly, tor no Device 
or Work can there be done when the 
Spirit is departed ; wherefore having Love 
to my Fellow Citizens, as well as "Good- 
will to Strangers, am willing for their 


Encouragement to leave this ſmall Hint 


of the Goodneſs of God to a poor Worm, 
who am far from being able to ſpeak one 
Halt of what hath been done for me, 
only that Men may glority God when 
they find my Footſteps, and conſider that 


as weak as I have .been, yet the great 


Condeſcenſion of divine Wiſdom © and 
Omnipotence is ſuch, that now being 
confined as a Pritoner at. Home by my 

- 6% incurable 


mu} 


10 incurable Malady in the Fleſh, my Spirit's 
e at Liberty to praiſe God and give Glory 
&* to him, under a renewed Senſe that I have 
„ ſo far fought the good Fight, and have 
e been hitherto helped to keep the Faith, 
* and I feel Peace to be my Reward, which 
4 makes ample Amends for all my Sorrows, 
„ yea, and preſent Pain, Hallelujah to God 
* on High, Peace on Earth, and Goodwill to 
&« Men, faith my Soul: O let all cleave to 
& him as to a moſt ſure and certain Guide, 
* who will not leave his comfortleſs, bleſſed 
be his Name! but will come again and 
e cauſe them to rejoice, and their Joy ſhall 
exceed the Joy of Harveſt, when Corn 
„ and Wine increaſe. 


© RACHEL CHANDLER. 


« Eſher, Ninth Month 1764. 


AVID COULSON, was born 


at Nottingham, the gth of the Fourth 
Month 1713, of religious Parents, and edu- 
cated in the Way of Truth; in his Youth 
was ſtrongly addicted to vain Amuſements 
and Company, gratifying himſelf therein 
tor ſome Years ; his Father dying when he 
was young, he was much labour'd with by 
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his tender Mother, who with many Tears 
ſought his Reformation, and which often 
affected him tor a ſhort Space; but {till his 
Inclination to Vanity was ſo great, that he 
ſtifed the Convictions of Truth, 


About the twenty-firſt Year of his Age, | 


happening to lodge in a damp Bed, an In- 


flammation in his Eyes followed, by which he 


- loft his Sight, and being viſited with Sick- 


neſs was reduced very low ; nevertheleſs he 
did not break off trom his Companions, 
their vain Converſation ſerving for an Excuſe 
to divert him in his dull Situation, and altho? 
Pain and Sorrow of Heart were often his 
Portioa, yet it was hard for him to take up 
the Croſs and follow Chriſt in the Way of 
Self- denial, until about the twenty-ſixth Year 
of his Age, when a powerful Viſitation was 
extended, that he dared no longer to reſiſt, 
and he had to ſee that if he did not join in 
therewith, it would be the laſt Viſitation that 
would be afforded, he therefore conſulted 
not with Fleſh and Blood, but gave up to 
the heavenly Viſion ; of the Humiliation of 


which Day he would often wow with Reve- 
rence and Gratitude, 


About the thirty-third Year of his Age, 
his Mouth was firſt opened to declare to 
Others what God | had done for his Soul, and 

a Concern 


1 


a Concern was ſoon raiſed in him to viſit the 
Churches, which notwithſtanding his Want 
of Sight he gave up to, and excepting Kent 
and Suſſex, he viſited all the Counties in 
England, and ſome of them divers Times 
and thro' the merciful Care and Protection 
of his great Lord and Maſter, he was ſo 
preſerved as never to meet with any Fall or 
Accident to lay him up one Day in all his 
Travels. 


For ſome Years before his Death, he was 
afflicted with a ſharp painful Diforder in his 
Stomach and Bowels, which rendred Tra- 
velling on Horſe- back impracticable, yet 
occaſionally attended ſome neighbouring or 
the Quarterly- meetings he belonged to; un- 
der all which he had to remark, Tha? be bad 
not neglected his Day's Work, in which, he 
ſaid, he found Peace; and that he could ſay 
without Boaſting, he never had omitted any 
thing that he apprehended bis Duty, 


The next Day after his Return from the 
Circular- meeting at Stourbridge he was taken 
ill, and continacd ſo for ſome Time, but at 
Times got out to Meetings. On the 24th 
of the Eleventh Month 1765, in the After- 
noon he went to Meeting, and in the Evening 
had an acceptable Time in the Family, in 
which the divine Lite ſpread ie to the 
Q'2 . _ -. Odour 
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Odour of the precious Ointment - to the 
affecting many Minds. 


In the Courſe of his Ilneſs he dropt 


many heavenly Expreſſions, ſome of which 
follow; 


O! it is a good Thing to live near the Lord 


while in Health, for 1 find it now enough to 


do to grapple with the Pain of the Body; but 
1 thank God ] am quite eaſy whether J live or 
die, Death is no Terror, for my Life is in 
Chriſt, and the Lord Fee every bitter 
Cup : But it is not ſo with thoſe who follow 
lying Vanities, for they are forſaking their own 
Mercies. The Lord can bring low and can 
raiſe again at his Pleaſure, If I ſhould at 
this Time be reſtored, I hope 1 ſhall be more 


redeemed and brought __ the Lord in that 


pure Covenant of Life. I often think what 
will become of them that are lukewarm in Re- 
ligion, for if we keep ever jo near the Lord, 


and ſerve him with all our Mind and Strength, 


we have nothing 10 ſpare, no, no; we are but 
unprofitable Servants, we have done but that 
which is our Duty. I pray God ſupport me 
under all the Trials and Exerciſes of this 
Day. 


To one who attended him, he faid to this 
Effect : Keep near the Lord and feek bim with 
all 
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all thy Heart, for thou knows not how ſoon the 


Meſſenger may come, whether at Midnight, at 
Cockcrow, or at the Dawnng of the Day. 


O let nothing hinder thee from ſeeking him 


Look not at thy Poverty, for what ſignifies 
all the Greatneſs and Riches of this World, if 


we keep near the Lord be can be chundanily 


more than this unto us. 


To another he ſaid, O poor Girl ſerve the 
Lord] Thou canſt never do any thing beiter; 
the Lord loves an early Sacrifice, give him 
therefore the Sacrifice of thy Youth, I can 


ſay nothing more than to deſire you io keep near 


the Lord, for I wiſh you all well; the Lord 
has been my Strength and Preſerver, my all in 
all, the Lord is my Shepherd, 


To ſome Friends coming into the Room : 


Now Friends, do you think it's fit 10 put off 


Repentance to ſuch an Hour as Ibis? O it is 
a ſad Thing ! for we all know we muſt die, 
it cannot be otherwiſe with any, But if we 
take not up our daily Croſs and be regenerated 
and born. again, we cannot ſee the Kingdom, 
much leſs enter into it. The Lord can brin 
low and raiſe again, bleſſed be his holy Name, 
his holy Will be done, come Life, come 
Death, | 
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The latter Part of the Day he ſpoke little, 


but lay in a fweet Diſpoſition, deſiring to be 
ſtill, was fenſible to the laſt, and quietly 


departed this Life, as one going into a ſweet 
Sleep, about the ſecond Hour in the Morn- 
ing, the gth of the Twelfth Month 1765, 
Aged fitty-two, a Miniſter twenty Years. 


nn __— 


UCY ECRO D, Wife of Jobn 
Ecroyd, of Eage- End in the County of 
Lancaſter, and Daughter of James and Ann 
Bradley, of Bromyard in Herefordfhire, was 
mercituily viſited with the Manifeſtation of 
divine Grace while very young; alſo the 
tender Care of an affectionate Parent, who 
watched over her Children for Good, was 


bleſſed to her in an eminent Manner: The 


wholſome Advice ſhe was frequently con- 
cerned to adminiſter, made deep and awful 
Impreſſions on her Mind, though ſhe was 
foon deprived of this great Bleſſing, her 
Mother dying when ſhe was about thirteen 
Years of Age; after which being expoſed 
to unprofitable Company, ſhe found the 
Truth of the Apoſtlc's Afﬀertion, that Evi 
Communications corrupt good Manners ; for 


ſhe was thereby drawn into Vanity, leaven'd 


into the Spirit of this World, and too much 
attach'd to its fading Enjoyments. In this 
= Time 
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Time of Forgetfulneſs and Departure from 
her firſt Love, ſhe met with many cloſe 
inward Trials and outward Diſappointments, 
finding no Reſt to her weary Soul, till paſſing 
through Judgment {by which Zion muſt be 
Tredeem'd) and enduring many ſore Conflicts, 
her Feet were mercifully turn'd into the Way 
of Peace. 


About the nineteenth Year of her Age, 
her Mouth was firſt opened by Way of 
Teſtimony, being a good Example in Word, 
in Converſation, in Charity, in Faith and 
Purity, ſhe adorned the Doctrine of our 
Lord. Much might be added to comme- 
morate her Worth, the Innocency of her 
Deportment and exemplary Conduct through 
the various Parts of her Service; whether in 
her publick Station, or more private Ser- 
vice, let it ſuffice to ſay, her Heart was 
devoted to God, and from thence out of the 


good Treaſures thereof, ſhe brought forth 


Things new and old. 


About the twenty-fourth Year of her Age 
ſhe viſited London, in Company with her 
beloved Friend Rebecca Smith, of Nailfworth 
in Glouceſterſhire, ſince deceaſed, where her 
Service was very acceptable, and indeed it 
may be recorded to the Memory of them 
both, they were inſtrumental of Good to 

| | many 
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many in their ſaid Viſit ; and in all her 


Services being carefully concerned to keep 
under the Guidance of the holy Hand which 


put her forth, ſhe was kept in the right 
Line, conducted therein with Safety through 


her Service, and was favoured with the Re- 


turn of Peace in her own Boſom. 


In 8 Part of her Life when in 


Health, ſhe frequently intimated a Perſuaſion 
that her Race was near over, expreſling a 


fervent Deſire, That through divine Mercy 
ſbe might be enabled, by patient Continuance in 
Well-doing, to hold out to the End. Thus ſhe 
retained her Integrity to the Cloſe of Lite, 
ever preferring Zion's Welfare before her 
chiefeſt Joy. 


In her laſt Ilneſs ſhe ſpoke but little, but 
her Patience under ſuch great bodily Af- 
fliction, and the fweet Compoſure of her 
Countenance and Deportment, clearly evin- 
ced ſhe had Acceſs to the Place where Prayer 
is wont to be made. | | 

She departed this Life the 26th of the 
Firſt Month 1766, and was interred in 
Friends Burial-ground in Marſden in Lan- 
caſpire. Aged torty-one Years, 


JOSEPH 
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OSEPH MILTHROFP, a 

Member of Pontefract Monthly- meeting 
in Zor&/hire, was educated in the Principles 
of the Church of England ; but as he ad- 
vanced towards Man's Eſtate, being of a 
thoughtful Diſpoſition, and unſatisfied with 
the Principles of his Education, he, after 
various Reſearches among the different Modes 
of Profeſſion, join'd himſelf to the Romi/h 
Church, and for divers Years conſtant]! 
attended their Worſhip, and ſtrictly obſerved 
their ceremonial Inſtitutions, for ſome Time 
firmly believing Chriſt Jeſus to be the Author 
thereof; tho' at Times he was led to believe 
there was a ſubduing of the Paſſions and 
a Renovation of Heart, which the truly 
Righteous experienced ; alſo a Fruition of 
inward Peace, which they at Times poſſeſſed: 


To all which he found himſelf, in great mea- | | 
ſure, a Stranger, which cauſed him many 
Times ſecretly to mourn and pour forth 


earneſt Prayers to the Father of Mercies, 
that he might become a Partaker of the 
lame happy — 


While he was thus exerciſed it came into 


his Mind to go to a Meeting of the People 
| I 
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called Quakers, for an Account of which 
take his own Words, in a Letter, viz. 
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I fat at Eaſe a long Time, yet earneſtly 
qc ſired that it the Lord had any particular 
Regard to that People, or approved of 
their Manner of Worſhip, that he would 
make me ſenſible of it; and being thus 
ſet and grown weary of filent Waiting, 
divine Power ſeized upon my Body, Soul 
and Spirit, which cauſed me to break out 
into Abundance of Tears, and my Body 
greatly to tremble, then ſaid I, O Lord ! 
Why am I thus * To which inward Cry 
of mine, ſomething which till then I 
knew not (tho? I had often felt a Meaſure 
of the ſame Power, tho' never to that 
Degree) anſwer'd, If thou did but Love 
the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, 
Mind and Soul, that Love would be % 
prevalent over thee, that it would teach 
thee what to do, and what to eſcthew : O 
the ſurprizing State I then found myſelt 
in! How was my Heart then filled with 
Love, Peace and Joy unſpeakable and 


full of Glory! Soon after an honeft 


Friend ſtood up in Tears and much 
Trembling, and ſaid, Ii is an excellent 
Thing if we can ſay of 4 Truth, TFeſus 
Chriſt lives in us: Theſe Words reached 
my State, I then bowed in my Mind, 

we * adoring. 
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« adoring the divine Power that then influ- 


„ enced me, and ſaid, Dear Lord ! if then 
« art he that 1 have long fought and mourn'd 
% for, tell me, O thou that has raviſhed my 
Heart] what I ſhould do to be ſaved, or 
« to continue in thy Favour 2 Upon which 
«© the humble Jeſus, the divine Bridegroom 
„ of my Soul, affectionately anſwered, 7 


thee, but that thou give up thy Heart, it's 
66 there I would reign, its there I would rule, 
& and there I would be worſhip'd in Spirit 
% and Truth.” a | 


It was ſome Time before he could get 
from under the Prejudices he had in Favour 
of the Roman Church, but continued to 
frequent both the Maſs Houſe and Friends 
Meetings. until through a further Viſitation 
by an inſtrumental Means, he was effectually 
reach'd, became a valuable and uſeful Mem- 
ber, exemplary in Conduct, careful to have 
the Diſcipline maintain'd, and at Times was 
concern'd in a ſhort Teſtimony, which was 
very acceptable ; a peaceable Neighbour, 
and being of extenſive Knowledge, was 
capable of adviſing in many Caſes, which he 
was always ready to do, demonſtrating that 
the living divine Principle he had embraced, 
led him to the Exercite of every Chriſtian 

Virtue, 1 

| R 2 For 


« require no Rite or ceremonial Worſhip of 
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For divers Years before his Death he was, 
at Times, ſorely afflicted with the Stone and 


Gravel, the Acuteneſs of which he bore with 
exemplary Patience. His laſt Ilneſs was 


ſhort, and apparently attended with no 
Symptoms of Death till near the Time of 


his Departure, and though he was ſuddenly 
called, yet not unprepared, for being aſked, 
a little before his Death, how he was, he 
expreſſed himſelf thus: I am pretty eaſy, 
tho* not without ſome bodily Pain, yet inward 


. Comfort helps greatly; and added, 1 am 


weary, weary, of this World, if it would 
pleaſe Providence to take me to himſeif, O how 
acceptable it would be ! 


He departed this Life the 3d, and was 
interred the 5th of the Seventh Month 1766, 
in Friends Burial-ground at Burton, Aged 
about fifty Years, be: WE” 


LICE ALDERSON, Wife 
of Ralph Alderſon, of Ravenſtondale 


in the County of Weſtmoreland, was con- 


vinced of- Truth in her young Years, and 


carefully abiding under its divine Teachings, 


conſiſtent to the Advice of the wiſe King 
Solomon, Truſt in the Lord with all thy Heart, 
and lean not io thy own Underſtanding, ſhe 

came 


1 1251 
came to receive a Gift in the Miniſtry, and 
though for a conſiderable Time in a few 
Words, yet greatly to the Edification of 
the Church, and being faithſul in a little, 
witneſſed an Increaſe therein; and clothed 
with the Comlineſs of the Goſpel, ſhe became 
valuable in the Lord's Houſe, devoting the 
Prime and Flower of her Youth, her Mid- 
dle-age and Decline of Life, to his Service; 
labouring diligently in the Cauſe of Truth, 
both in this Nation, Scotland and Ireland, 
and once in America ; in all which her La- 
bours of Love were well received, and 
tended much to the Edification of the Church, 


In her Miniftry, though ſhe had not much 


human Learning, ſhe was frequently turniſh'd 
with copious Expreſſions well adapted to the 
Matter ſhe had to deliver, deep and weighty 
in her Delivery, and enabled to ſpeak teel- 
ingly to the State of Meetings and Indi- 


viduals, She was remarkably diligent in 


attending Meetings when at Home, even to 
 Old-age, often ſignifying that ſhe believed 
none would be injured thereby in their out- 
ward Circumſtances, as the Bleſſings of di- 


vine Providence upon the honeſt Endeavours 


of the Faithiul would be an ample Recom- 
pence for all their Labour and ſeeming Loſs 
of Time. When Old-age had ſo far weak- 
en*d her Conſtitution that ſhe could no longer 
attend Meetings, ſhe retained the divine 


Anointing 
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Anointing which had been her * thro' 
the various Stages of Life. 


The laſt Meeting ſhe was at, being the 
Day ſhe took to her Bed, ſhe had to revive 
the encouraging Invitation of the Prophet 
Hoſea, Come and let us return unto the Lord, 
for he hath torn and he will heal us; be 
hath ſmitten and be will bind us up; after 
iwo Days will he revive us, in the third Day 
he will raiſe us up, and we ſhall live in bis 
Sight : Then ſhall we know, if we ſolloto on 
zo know the Lord, his Going forth is prepared 
as the Morning, 8 he ſhall come unto us as 
the Rain, as the latter and former Rain unto 
the Earth, Hoſea vi. „ 7s * 


A few Days before her Dire, when 
ſome Friends were ſitting by her, ſhe was 


remarkably favoured with the Overſhadow- 


ing of divine Goodnels, wherein ſhe had 
weightily to caution Miniſters and Elders to 
be exceeding watchful over their own Spirits, 
ſtrongly adviſing them to live in the Bond 
of Love and Unity, ſignifying ſhe clearly 
ſaw the ſubtil Enemy of Man's Happineſs 
endeavouring to draw them aſide, in order 
to mar or deface that Work which divine 
Providence allotted them to be engaged in; 
ſaying, That the Lord had permitted her io be 
buſfelted and ct low, even to the Gates 


of 


- [127] 


of Hell, and bad again in great Mercy lifted 
up ber Head and given her the glorious Earneſt 


of eternal Happineſs ; concluding in fervent 


Prayer for the ſmall Meeting ſhe was a 
Member of, and tor all the ſmall Gatherings 
of the Lord's People the World over. 


In the Time of her Ilneſs ſhe was afflicted 


with exceeding ſharp Pain, which ſhe bore 
with great Reſignation, often praying for 
Patience to bear what might be permitted to 
be laid on her. A divine Serenity and 
Sweetneſs accompanied her laſt Moments, 
that indeed it might be ſaid her Sun went 
down in Brightneſs. 


She departed this Life on the 15th of the 


Eighth Month 1766, and was honourably 
interred in Friends Burial-ground the 18th 
of the ſame at Ravenſtondale, accompanied 
by many Friends and others. Aged eighty - 
eight, a Miniſter ſixty Years. 
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ART WARI NG, late Wife 
of Feremiah Waring, of Wandſworth 
in the County of Surry, and Widow of 
Daniel Weſton, of Raicli e, was the Daugh- 
ter of Foſeph Pace, of Southwark, being 
favoured with an early Viſitation of divine 
Love, ſhe was clearly convinced of the evil 
Tendency of thoie undue Liberties whereby 
too many of our unwary Youth have been 
_ enſnared and gone aſtray ; and as ſhe ſubmit- 
red to the ſanRtifying Operation of Truth, 
her Mind was redeemed from a vain 5 
verſation, and gradually fitted for the Work 
of the Miniſtry; and being careful to im- 
prove the Gift received, ſne became an able 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, ſound in Doctrine, 
and ſkilful in dividing the Word aright. 


She travelled much in the Service of Truth, 
having at ſundry Times viſited Friends in 
moſt of the Counties of England and Wales, 
and once moſt of the Colonies on the Conti- 
nent of America; in all which her Service 
was acceptable, and ſhe Jaboured much for 
the Prefervation of good Order and Diſci- 
pline in the Church. Of an open, generous 
and charitable Diſpoſition, a Lover of Truth 


and 


5 
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and the F riends of it, and was much beloyed 
| by them, 


In her laft Ilneſs, which was lingering and 
painful, being confined from Meeting about 
ſix Months, ſhe was favoured with ſome 
acceptable Viſits from divers of her Friends, 
and would frequently ſay to them, That her 
Mind was preſerved in a calm, peaceable 
Reſignation lo the divine Will. 


Among other Expreſſions of Weight 
which ſhe utter'd, the following are remem- 
| bred, viz. That ſbe believed herſelf near her 
End, for ſhe did not fee that ſhe had any 
thing more of religious Duties to do (meaning 
of a publick Nature) for, ſaid ſhe, when J 
look at our own Meeting, I ſeem to have no 
Concern there; and whereas 1 uſed to be anxious 
about the Quarterly-meelings, I now ſcarce 
think of them, yet, added, I wiſh well to the 
Cauſe, and believe it will proſper, but that a 
trying Day will come firſt. 5 


She departed this Life at //and/worth, the 
gth of the Tenth Month 1766, and was 
buried at Ratcliffe near London, the 16th of 


the ſame, attended by many Friends. Aged 


fitty-tour, a Miniſter thirty Years. 
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AN DIA CORBYN, Wife of 
John Corbyn, of the City of Worceſter, 
was born about the Year 1671, at Pontypoo! 
in Monmouthſhire, and about the eighteenth 
Year of her Age, was reached by Truth 
through the powerful Miniſtry of Thomas 
Wilſon, which taking deep Root in her Heart 
ſhe brought forth good Fruits. 


In a few Years ſhe received a Gift in the 
Miniſtry, in the Exerciſe of which ſhe was 
found and clear, and evidently favour'd with 
the Renewings of that divine Lite which 
preſerved her freſn and green; being often 
tenderly concerned both in Teftimony and 
Supplication on Behalf of the Youth, that 
their tender Minds might be preferved from 
the many Snares that lie in the Way, and 
be ſo formed and enlarged by the divine 
Hand, as to become living Branches in 
the true Vine and ſerviceable Members in 
Society. ! 


She was frequently engaged to bear Teſti- 
mony to the Univerſality and Sufficiency of 
the Grace of God, extended through the 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation, to all Mank ind; and 
ſne carneſtly laboured that Friends would 

retain 


1 1 


retain a grateful Senſe of the Liberties we 
now enjoy, to hold our religious Meetings 


without Moleſtation; often recounting the 


many Hardſhips, which ſhe well remembred, 
our ancient Friends were permitted to under- 
go for the Trial of their Faith, 


She continued a diligent Attender of 


Meetings both for Worſhip and Diſcipline, 


in Love and Charity as a Mother in Iſrael, 
faithfully diſcharging her Duty towards all, 
hoſpitable to Stranzers, a Friend to all, 
eſpecially the Poor, Fatherleſs and Widow; 
in her Connections in Life, a ſteady Pattern 
of Piety and Virtue, ſo that it may be ſaid, 


in Doctrine and Practice, the Dew of Hea- 


ven reſted on her Branches even to very 
advanced Age. 1 5 


Her laſt Tlneſs being but ſhort, the acid 


departed this Life the 28th of the Fourth 


Month 1767, and her Remains were decently 
interred in Friends Burial-gfound at Wor- 
ceſter, the 3d of the Fifth Month following. 


Aged ninety-ſix, a Miniſter ſeventy-three 
Years. | 


Although no Expreſſions of this ancient 


Friend are preſerved, yet as through a lon 


Courſe of Years ſhe was preſerved unſpotted 
and ſtrong in her Love, as was the Caſe of 


S 2 Caleb 
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Caleb formerly, the Account is worthy of 
Preſervation, that all may fee and be encou- 
raged, that if they keep to this living divine 
Principle, they will be enabled to hold out 
to the End. 
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ICTHARD HIAIFSLETqT, a 
Member of Claverbam Monthly-meet- 

ing in the County of Somerſet, was born in 
the Pariſh of Church. hill in the ſaid County 
about the Year 1708, his Parents were 
religious faithful Friends, who carefully 
4 educated him in the Way of Truth, and as 
he grew in Years he grew in Grace, by 
on which his Underſtanding was opened and 
j | 7 enlarged, that about the thirty- fifth Year of 
FI his Age his Mouth was firſt opened in a 
a f publick Teſtimony, in which he was very 
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diffident and cautious, And the Lord who 
Knew his Sincerity was pleaſed ſo to enlarge 
his Heart therein, that he became an able 
Miniſter, and being fitted and prepared he 
| could no longer withhold, but was concern'd 
1 to viſit divers Parts of this Nation and 
i treland, to general Satisfaction. 


Word in Seaſon, in Monthly and Quarterly- 
meetings, which he was diligent in attending, 


| 

| | | | 

= He was eminently qualified to ſpeak a 
as 
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as well as frequently the Yearly-r meeting in 


London. 


He was a Man of a chearful Spirit, ol. 
ſant and affable in Converſation, a good 


Huſband and tender Father, a kind Neigh- 


bour, doing to all as he would be done unto ; ; 
his Houſe and Heart were open to entertain 


his Friends. 


He was afflicted with a long IIneſs, the 
Dropſy, and was often in great Pain, which 
he bore with much Patience, believing his 
Departure drew near, frequently expreſſing 
his Reſignation to the divine Will, and often 
ſignified to them who viſited him in his 
Ilneſs, That it appeared to him that all was 
well, and that he had nothing to do but to die. 


He quietly departed this 1 the 3th of 


the Fifth Month 1767, and was buried in 


Friends Burial-ground at Sedcott the 13th of 
the ſame, accompanied by a large Number 
of Friends and others, where ſeveral living 
and powerful Teſtimonies were borne, to 
the Satisfaction and Comfort of thoſe who 
were preſent, 
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DMUND PECKOVER, of 


Wells in Norfolk, was the Son of Fojeph 


and Catharine Peckover, both Perſons of 


great Eſteem in the Society. He was early 


favour'd with a divine Viſitation, of which 
a more particular Account cannot be given 
than is in a Paper found in his own Hand- 


| writing 


«The tender Dealings,” ſays he, © cf 
ec the Almighty, with me in my Youth, 
« being o:ten treſh in my Remembrance, 
« brings a moſt grateſul Senſe thereof over 
« my Mind, under which J cannot but with 
e Reverence commemorate the ſame. It 
« was no ſmall Advantage to me, that I 
« was favoured with religious and godly 
« Parents, whoſe Concern and Care to brin 
« me and the reſt of their Children up in 
« the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord 
« was great: And what I look upon as very 
« remarkable, is, that before I arrived at 


« an Age capable to retain thoſe good and 
c whollom Admonitions, which in the Wil-. 


< dom of God, they often communicated to 
« me, | felt the good Hand of the Lord 
« it Work in me, in a Manner ſuitable to 


« my tender Capacity, OS + upon my 


6 Heart 
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Heart a living Senſe of his Greatneſs and 
Goodneſs, which often brought me under 
much Awtulneſs and Fear, dreading to 
do any thing that I knew was not well 


pleaſing in his Sight : Herein I could 


diſtinguiſh that I had Peace and Satis: 


faction, and met with Encouragement in 
myſelf, beyond what I am able to exprels z 
and when I had been drawn away into 
any thing which tended to hinder my 
Growth in that which I found to my Soul's 
Advantage, Sorrow and Trouble took 
hold of me, under a Senſe whereof, I 
often made Vows and Promiſes, that I 
would never join with the like again, 
which being my firſt Fruits before the 
Lord, I believe he had a tender Regard 
to, and olten aſſiſted me to perform thoſe 
Covenants, which through ſome good 
Meaſure ot divine [Influence [ then entered 
into. 


ln the Time of this Exerciſe, great and 
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many were the Conflicts I had to encounter 


with; but, to the Praiſe of his great 
Name, I ſpeak it, his compaſſionate 


fatherly Care was over me, and always 
attended me with ſuch a Portion of his 
divine and ſaving Grace, that I knew 


Preſervation thereby thro* Things of the 


moſt trying and pinching Nature, in the 
Experience 


at. Bis „ 
47% 


and divine Goodneſs was pleaſed to preſerve 
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« Experience whereof Thankfulneſs would 
40 arite.” | 


Thus through Faithfulneſs to the divine 
Manifeſt itions, he was early anointed to 
preach the Goſpel, even in his Minority, 
while at the School of our Friend Gilbert 
Thompſon (mentioned in the fore Part of 


this Treatiſe) in the fifteenth Year of his 


Age: And as he abode in Faithfulneſs he 
increaſed in his Gift, and in the Year 1714, 
and in the eighteenth Year of his Age, in 
Company with Edward Uplher of Colcheſter, 
he viſited divers Counties, and alſo Ireland 
about the twentieth Year of his Age, in 
Company with George Gibſon, as well as 
molt Parts of this Nation, Scotland, Ireland 
and America, in the ſucceeding Part of his 


Time. 


He was indeed an Elder worthy of double 
Honour, being of an exemplary Life and 


unſtained Character, and in the Exerciſe of 


his Giit frequently opened and enlarged in 
divine Counſel, and as a Cloud filled with 
cœleſtial Ran, to the reviving and Re- 
treſhment of the living Heritage of God ; 

zealous for the Proſperity of the Church and 
for the Ingathering of all, he ſpared not to 
ſpend himſelf in the Strength of his Days, 


him 
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kim a ſtrong Man and an able Miniſter for 
a long Courſe of Years. He uſually deliver'd 


himſelf with great Fervency in the flowing 
forth of divine Love upon his Spirit. 


About three Years before his Deceaſe, he 
received a Shock of a Paralytic Kind, which 
both in his own Apprehenſion and that of 
his Friends, ſcemed to threaten him with a 
haſty Diſſolution; under this affecting Viſit- 


ation, by the Account of a Relation who 


viſited him the ſame Evening, he was gra- 


ciouſly preſerved in a broken, tender, livin 


Frame, and expreſſed himſelf after this 


| e : That he had now the Satisfaction of 


good Conſcience, ana of having diſcharged 
27 in the Duty required of him, according 
to the Ability afforded him; declaring at the 
tame Time, the great Conſolation he inwardly 
enjoyed. The next Morning after a ſhort 
Sleep, and taking ſome little Refreſhment, 
he was ſomewhat revived, and ſignified, He 
was well pleaſed that his outward Affairs 
were ſettled, and was fully ſatisfied with the 
Manner in which they were ordered; that he 
was entirely reſigned to the Diſpoſal of all-wiſe 
Providence, whether it might be to lengthen his 
Days or Io take him hence; but he felt a 
bleſſed Aſſurance, and found the Lord who had 
been bis Support thro many Trials, from his 
Youth to his advanced Tears, Jul to be near 


him, 


feat } 


him, and could experimentally fay, his Re- 
deemer lived, who bath ever been the Strength 
of his faithful People, and who had brought 
to paſs many Things in his no ſhort Pilgrimage, 


which to outward Appearance ſeemed very 


unlikely. 


After this he lay in a ſweet and quiet 
Frame, and his Pain leſſening, he appeared 
pretty chearful, and in Time he became fo 
far reſtored as to be able to go Abroad in a 
Carriage, but with conliderable Difficulty to 
himſelt. And though in common Conver- 


ſation his Apprehenſion and Memory ſeemed 


much impaired, yet his publick Appearance 
in Meetings continued found, conſiſtent and 


ſavoury. 


A few Months before his Death, he was 
rendred totally unable to attend Meetings, 
and continued gradually to dechne, and the 
gracious Lord, who. had been his Strength 
and Stay in the Prime of his Lite, ſupported 
him in his laſt Moments, for then he ap- 
peared to be favoured with a comfortable 
Foretaſte of that glorious Immortality which 
is prepared for the Righteous ; for tho? he 


was deprived of bodily Strength to ſpeak ſo 


diſtinctly as uſual, yet he was ſufficiently un- 
derſtood to intimate the 1nexpreſſible Joy 
and Felicity that he felt, and ſeemed to paſs 
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away as with an heavenly Song of divine 
Praiſe in his Mouth, 


He departed this Life at Wells, the 19th 
of the Seventh Month 1767, and his Re- 
mains were interred at Falles the 22d; 
after a large and folemn Meeting of Rela- 
tions, Friends and Neighbours, Aged about 


ſeventy-two, a Miniſter about fitty- ſeven 
Years, 


LIZABETH ROBERTS, 


late Wife of William Roberts, of Ed. 


mundſbury in Suffolk, was Daughter of James 
Morley, of M ymondbam in Norfolk. This 


our Friend was early impreſſed with a Senſe 


ot Religion, which attending to, ſhe grew 


in Grace and in the Knowledge of the Truth, 
and about the twenty-ſecond Year of her 
Age was raiſed up to bear Teſtimony there- 
to, in which ſhe faithfully laboured in much 
Zeal and Chriſtian Love ior ſome Years. 
In Conduct and Behaviour - ſhe was exem- 
plary, as well as in Word and Doctrine 
inſtructive, devoting the Prime of her Youth 
and Health to the Service of Truth. 


About two Years before her Deceaſe ſhe 
fell into a great Decline of bodily Strength, 
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which diſabled her from Travelling; but 


ſhe retained a lively Senſe of the divine 
Goodneſs, rejoicing, That ſhe had in the Time 


of Health and Strength been diligent io do her 


Duty according to Ability received. 


She bore her Affliction which was great, 
with becoming Patience and Reſignation, 
and the Day ſhe died, prayed the Lord to be 
with her to the laſt and give her an eaſy 
Paſſage, which it's believed ſhe happily ex- 
perienced, paſſing away without any apparent 
Uneaſineſs, at the Age of forty-one Years, 
the gth of the Tenth Month 1767. 


* 


E ZIA DAY, late Wife of 

Samuel Day, of Stanſted- Mounſ file het, 
in the County of Eſſex, was vilited in her 
tender Years, and being faithful, had, at 
Times, to recommend her Friends to the 
internal Teacher, and being careful not to 
move in the Wind, Earthquake or Fire, 
but waiting to hear the ſtill ſmall Voice, 
her Appearances were truly ſatisfactory and 
comiortable to the Living. | 


In the Courſe of her bodily Weakneſs, 


ſhe was enabled to bear her Affliction with 


Patience, and being weaned from a Depend- 
ance 
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ance on Viſibles, her. Attention ſeemed to be 
fixed on an everlaſting Inheritance. She was 
| favoured with much Serenity, and a com- 
fortable Evidence, That be who had been her 
Support in Life, would preſerve her to a happy 
Concluficn in bis Favour, and that ſhe ſhould 
enter the Joy of her Lord; her lively Ex- 
hortations and ſincere Preathings to God near 
her End were to the Comfort and Edification 
of thoſe preſent, to whom ſhe had to declare, 
| That the Truth had been her Preſervation 
until that Time; having to acknowledge the 
Riches of divine Love. She delired, That 
thoſe with whom ſhe was moſt nearly connected 
would give her up freely, and not grieve too 
much, but rather rejoice in Hoe: At another 
Time ſhe ſaid, She hoped ſbe had been 
faithful to what had been required, 


She quietly departed this Life without 
Sigh or Groan, on the 20th of the Second 
Month 1768, and was interred in Friends 
Burial-ground at Stanſted a.orefaid, the 28th 
of the fame. Aged about twenty eight 
Years, and a Miniſter about ſix Years, 


BENJAMIN 
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ENJAMIN TROTTER, 

of the City of Philadelphia, was born 
in that City about the Year 1699, and was 
one whom the Lord early viſited and reached 
to by the Reproof of his divine Light and 
Grace, for thoſe youthiul Vanities and cor- 
rupt Converſation which by Nature he was 
prone to and purſued (to the Grief of his 
pious Mother, who was religiouſly conccrned 
to reſtrain him.) But as he became obedient 
to the renewed Viſitations of the heavenly 
Call, denying himſelf of thoſe Things he 
was reproved for, he not only ceaſed from 
doing Evil, but learned to do well; and 
continuing faithiul, became an Example of 
Plainneſs and Selt-denial, for which he ſuf— 
fered much Scoffing and Mocking of thoſe 
who had been his Companions in Folly yet 
he neither fainted nor was turn'd aſide by the 
Reproaches of the Ungodly, which thus fell 
to his Lot for his plain Teſtimony againſt 
their evil Conduct. 


In the twenty-ſixth Year of his Age, he 
appeared in the Work of the Miniſtry, and 
labour'd therein in much Plainneſs and godly 
Sincerity, adorning the Doctrine he preach'd 
by a humble circumſpect Lile and Conver- 
ſation, 
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ſition, being exemplary in his Diligence and 
induſtry to labour honeſtly for a Livelihood, 
tough often in much bodily Infirmity and 
Weakneſs, deſiring, as he ſometimes expreſſ- 
ed, That be might « owe no Man any thing but 
Love. His izoffenſive Openneſs and Affa. 
bility drawing many of different Denomi- 
nations to converſe with him, he had ſome 
ſcaſonable Opportunities of admoniſhing and 


rebuking the evil Doer and evil Speaker, 


which he did in the Plainneſs of an upright 
Z.cal for the Promotion of Piety and Virtue, 
tempered with true Brotherly-kindnefs and 
Charity, relpcer: ng not the Perſon of the 
Proud, nor of t'e Nich becauſe of | nis Riches, 
but with Chriſtian Freedom declaring the 
Truth to his Neighbour, and was thus in 
private as well as publick, a Preacher of 
Rightcouſnels, 


He at ſeveral Times viſited moſt of the 
Meetings in the Provinces of Peunſilvania 


and New-Ferſzy, and ſome in the adjacent 


Provinces ; and for upwards of forty Years 


was a diligent Attender of our religious 


Meetings in the City of Phiadelphia, and 
zealouſly concerned for the Maintenance of 


our Chriſtian Diſcipline in Meekneſs and true 


Charity; careful in the Exerciſe of that Part 
of pure Religion, viſiting the Widow and 


Fatherleſs in their Affictions, and often 
qualified 
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qualified to adminiſter Relief and Conlolation 
to their dejected Minds. 


In his publick Teſtimony, a little before 
his laſt Sickneſs, he expreſſed his Appre- 


henſions, That his Time world be fhort, and 


tervently exhorted to Walchfulneſßß and Care, 
to keep our Lamps trimmed and our Lights 
burning, and urged the Neceſſity of being pre- 


pared to meet the Bridegroom, as not knowing 


at what Hour he would come. 


In his laſt Sickneſs, which laſted upwards 
of ſix Weeks, he underwent great Difficulty 
and Pain, being afflicted with the Aſthma 
and Dropſy, which he bore with exemplary 
Patience and R; ſignation, and was never 
heard to utter a Murmur or Complaint, but 
frequently expreſſed his Thankfulneſs that he 
had not more Pain; and was often engage. 
in Prayer, That be might be preſerved in 


Patience lo the End, which was graciouſly 


granted him, fo that he was capable of 
ſpeaking to the Comtort and Edification of 
thoſe who vilited him, | 


He departed this Life in the Third Month 
1768, and after a ſolemn Meeting, in which 
ſeveral living Teſtimonies were borne, Was 
interred in Friends Burial-ground in that 


City, 
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City, the 24th of the ſame. Aged upwards 
of * eight Tears. 


EBRECCA SMIF HH, le 

Nailſcvorth in the County of Glouceſter, 
was one who was a good Example in Purity 
of Lite and Manners, ſincerely loved the 
Truth, and diligently ſought the Promotion 


thereof, Through the Operation of divine 


Love on her Mind in her young Years, ſhe 


preferred the Cauſe of Truth, and about rhe 


twenty-ninth Year of her Age received a 
Call to the. Miniftry, and being inwardly 
ſenſible that a Diſpenſation of the Goſpel 
was committed to her, ſhe delayed not with 


vain Conſultations, but readily ſubmitted to 


that proving Engagement, and chearfully 
ſurrendring her Will to divine Requirings, 
ſoon grew ſkilful in dividing the Word; 
thereby evidently ſhewing to ſerious awaken'd 
Minds, that in this as in other religious 
Services, the Lord loveth a chearful Giver, 


She was a diligent, exact Attender of 
Meetings, and there was ſomething ſecretly 


inſtructve in that weighty retired Manner 


in which ſhe uſually fat in them, often long 
in Silence, being careful to feel divine Lite 
precoge and Put  forch to Service, and when 


railed 
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raiſed in Miniſtry, not to exceed the Opening 
of the Gift : Thus her Teſtimony was pre- 
ſerved clear and editying, truly acceptable to 
Friends, both at Home and Abroad wu here 
ſhe travelled, being alſo ſerviceable in the 


Diſcipline. 


Having known many deep inward Af- 
flictions and cloſe Refinings, ſhe obtained 
the Tongue of the Learned, and often had a 
Word to ſpeak in due Seaſon. Thus ſerving 
her Generation, ſhe fulfilled the Miniſtry ſhe 
received to teſtify to the Sufficiency of divine 
Grace, and finiſhed her Courſe with Joy the 


28th of the Eleventh Month 1768. Aged 


fiity-tour Years, 


HOMAS DANN, a Member 

of Dorking Monthly- meeting, in the 
County of Surry, was born at Nutfield in 
the ſaid County, of honeſt and religious 
Parents. In his yaung Years he was much 
addicted to Vanity, yet by the tender Viſit- 
ations of kind Providence he was preſerved 
from groſs Evils; and as he grew to Man's 


Eſtate, through the ſame gracious Viſitations, 


the Beauty and Comlineſs of this World was 
ſtain'd in his View, and he fitted for Service, 
into which he was called about the thirtieth 

Year 


> 
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Year of his Age. He was a Preacher of 
Righteouſneſs, not only in Word and Doc- 
trine, but in Life and Converſation ; a dili- 
gent Attender of Meetings tor Worſhip and 
Diſcipline, earneſtly recommending Friends 
to an humble Waiting on the Lord, for 
Countel and Direction in the Management 


of the Affairs of the Church; and tho? not 


concerned to travel much Abroad, yet he 
viſited ſome adjacent Counties to good Satis- 
faction. A juſt Reprover of the Libertine, 


but very tender to the Sincere-hearted, ready 


to give Advice and Counſel to thoſe Who 
ſtood in Need, much concerned for Peace, 
and often inſtrumental in compoſing Differ- 
ences amongſt his Friends and Neighbours ; 
a Sympathizer with the Afflicted, liberal and 
compaſſionate to the Poor, a loving Huſband 
and tender Father, yet not indulging his 
Children in any thing he believed inconſiſtent 
with the Truth, a good Maſter and a ſincere 
Friend. 


It pleaſed the Lord ſome Time before his 


Departure, to give him a Senſe that his Day 


was near at an End, his Work almoſt done, 
and that all was well with him; and he often 
expreſſed in his lineſs, He found nothing ſtand 


in bis Way; in the fore Part of which his 
Pain was very great, but he was fervently 


engaged to beſcech the Lord to grant him 
U 2 Patience, 
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Patience, that he might endure it with be- 
coming Reſignation, which was mercitully 
aflorded him; for which, and the many re— 
peated Favours received, he had to praiſe 
and magnify God's holy Name, and to 
declare with Jacob of old, That the Lord had 
been with him all his Life long; in which 
comfortable Aſſurance he quietly departed 
this Lite the 23d of the Second Month, and 
his Corps accompanied by many Friends and 
Neighbours, was decently interred at Rygale 
the iſt of the Third Month 1769. Aged 
ſixty-five, a Miniſter thirty-five Years. 


OHN BURTON, a Member 
J of Sedbergh- Monthly- meeting in York- 
ſhire, was born at Dent within the Compaſs 
of that Meeting, and was favoured with the 
Viſitation of divine Love in his young 
Years, whereby he came to ſee the Empti- 
nels of all mere outward Profeſſion and 
Performances, and that no Worſhip would 
tind Acceptance with his Creator but that 
performed in Spirit and Truth; under the 
Influences thereof he was brought into Com- 
munion with our Society, and by taking 
heed to the inward Anointing, and abiding 
faithful thereto, agreeable to 1 Jon li. 27. 
he arrived to a good Degree of Chriſtian 
Experience, 
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Experience, and to ſee the Neceſſity of 
Regeneration, the refining Hand working 
poweriully in him, in order to fit him for 
turther Service, unto which he was called in 
the early Part of his Time, and became 
truly devoted to the great Maſter's Ule, to 


be led and conducted according to his Re- 
quirings. 


Tho? he had but little human Learning, 


he was often led forth in a living powerful 


Teſtimony, in Matter exceeding copious and 
pertinent, enabled to divide the Word aright, 
and to ſpeak feelingly to the States of the 


People, being indued with a large Gift in 


the Miniſtry, often dipped into great Suffer- 
ings with the Seed of Lite that lay oppreſſed 
in the Hearts of many; but when he who 
was his Lite did appear, he was as a holy 
Flame to the warming and comforting the 
Hearts of the Afflicted, and as a ſharp: 
Sword to the Lukewarm nd Careleſs, tender 
and affectionate to thoſe who were young in 


the Miniſtry, greatly rejoicing when "the 


Word of Lite aroſe in them, tho? declared 
but in a few Expreſſions, treating them with 
much Love and Reſpect, left they ſhould 
fink under Diſcouragement. | 


In the Courſe of his Chriſtian Progreſs 


he had to. viſit Ireland, and divers of the 


Northern 
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Northern Counties, and London ſeveral 
Times: He alſo viſited the American Colo- 
nies; in all which he was conducted much 
to the Satisfaction of Friends. Though of 

a free, chearful Diſpoſition and Behaviour, 
— was he properly guarded, being a plain 
Man, bearing a faithful Teſtimony againſt 
the Pride and vain Shew of the preſent Age. 
He was a Man that was truly engaged tor 
the good Order of the Church, and that the 
Line of Diſcipline might be kept to, wait- 
ing in thoſe Meetings in an humble Manner 
tor divine Direction, whereby he was quali- 
fied in much Love to ſpeak with Authority 
and Judgment, being clear — in diffi- 
cult Matters. 


In the latter Part of his Time, he was 
much confined at Home through bodily In- 
firmities; when viſited by Friends he receiv- 
ed them in much Love, his Mind ſtill re- 
taining ſtrong and hearty Deſires that the 
Church of Chriſt might flouriſh and appear 
in her ancient Beauty, and Zion keep her 
Garments unſpotted of the World. 


In the Beginning of his IIneſs, he in a 
very moving pathetic Manner, bewailed 
to ſome Friends who viſited him, the Loſs 
the Church ſuſtained by many purſuing the 
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Riches and Grandeur of this periſhing World, 
inſtead of durable Riches and Righteouſneſs, 


About two Days before he died, he ex- 
preſſed himſelf to ſome intimate Friends 
who vilited him, That be bad paſſed through 
many deep and humbling Baptiſms in the 
Courſe of his own Experience, and on the 
Account of the Backſliding of many under 
our Name, and ſome of his own Family 
but now they ſeemed to him lo be all over, 
being filled with Light, divine Conſolation 
and Peace on every hand, which was enough 


for all; and that it would be the happy 


Experience of all ſuch who ſerved ils Lord 


in Sincerity, and had Zion's Welfare at 


Heart : But that a fearful and terrible Day 
would overtake the Careleſs, if there was not 


a turning io the Lord while the Offers of 
Mercy were extended, | 


He likewiſe ſaid, That when be believed 


it his Duty to leave his Family and the near 
Connections of Life, he had never omitted one 


Journey on Truth's Account, which he had 
then great Peace in. ; 


| Thus this Servant of the Lord departed 


in Faith and full Aſſurance of a Reſting- 
place with the Righteous, the 23d of the 
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Year of his Age, having been a Miniſter 
about ſixty Years, and was interred in Friends 
Burial- ground in Dent, a large and ſolemn 
Mecting being held on the Occaſion. 


[T, of 

Wainfleet in Lincolnſhire, having, 
through a variety of Exerciſes and many 
trying Seaſons, given evident Marks of 
Stability of Mind, and through a firm Con- 
fidence in that Hand which led him forth 
into Service, hath filled up his Duty ; for 
the Ercouragement of others, that they alſo 
may tollow the Footſteps of thoſe that are 
gone, altho' under the molt trying Seaſons, 
the following Account of him claims a Place 
in theſe Memoirs. 


He was born in the Year 1706 and edu- 
cated among Friends, and about the thirty- 
fixth Year of his Age came forth in the 
Work of the Miniſtry, in much Simplicity 
and Innocency, to the Satisfaction of Friends, 
it being in the Life of Truth, the only Au— 
thority of all true Miniſtry, In which he 
laboured faithfully in divers Parts of this 
Nation and Ireland; and about the Year 
1750 a Concern came on him to viſit Ame- 
rica, and with his Friends Unity and Con- 

currence 
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currence he embarked for Philadelphia, but 
was ſoon after they fail d taken by a Privateer 
and carried into Morlaix, and he through the 
Favour of a French Merchant there, who 
voluntarily became his Security, was ſent to 
Carhaix in Brittany, where he reſided five 
Months before his Liberty was obtained, 
during which he was preſerved in Meekneſs 
and Innocence 3 ; and by Accounts from 
thence, his Lamb-like Nature gained much 
on ſome of the French Inhabirants, and led 
them to treat him with much Reſpect, and 
he had ſeveral Opportunites with them to 
his Satisfaction, particularly with the chief 
Magiſtrate of the Town. In a Letter to a 
Friend he gives this Account of it: 


« He aſked me many Queſtions concern- 
ing our Principles, which I anſwered 
„ ſhort, but ſo full that he made no Ob- 
«« jections, and I was thankful in my Mind 
« it was fo, for it was ſomewhat difficult 
« for the young Man my Interpreter, tho? 
e he is always ready to aſſiſt me when J 
e have Occaſion, When I got home to 
e my folitary Dwelling, and conſidered how 
« atten the Lord had appeared on my Be- 
half, and had been my Advocate, I was 
„ much bowed in Thankfulneſs before him. 
« much defire I may be remembred by 
„ you”? meaning Friends, for Good, when 
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it is well with you, for I am afraid I 


ſhould not hold out to the End, or that 
I ſhould bring ſome Diſhonour to Truth: 


O how grievous a Thing I have thought 


it would be if I ſhould now bring up an 
evil Report of the good Land, "and fo 
thereby diſcourage poor Souls that have 


if it was conſiſtent with the Will of my 
heavenly Father, be gathered Home in 
a good Time: My Fears have all been 
concerning myſelf, for ſurely I never faw 
more of my own Weakneſs, it hath been 
indeed a ſearching Time to me; and 
yet it ſprings in my Heart to ſay, If the 
Lord hath any Delight in me, he will 
bring me fate through all: He knows the 
Integrity of my Heart, I did not ſet ont 
in a torward Spirit, but in his Counſel, 
and in it at this Time I ſtand ; he knows 
beſt what will be moſt for his own Ho- 


nour. And as to what will become of 


this earthen Tabernacle, it ſeems to be 
the leaſt of my Care, ſo that I may finish 
my Courſe with Joy.“ 


After his Return from France he returned 


Home, but the Concern remaining, in about 
four Weeks. he came back to London, and 
again embarked, and arrived ſafe at Phila- 
al pbia in the Year 1757, and after viſiting | 


molt 


ſet their Faces thither-ward ! I had rather, 
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moſt- of the Provinces on that Continent, to 
the Comfort and Edification of Friends, 


be embarked for Barbadoes, but was again 


taken and carried into Martinico, and aiter 
about two Weeks Confinement, through the 
Favour of the Commiſſary, he embarked on 
board a Cartel Ship for the Iſlind called St, 
Kitts, where he had ſeveral Meetings, and 
alſo at Nevis, where he had two Meetings 
at one of which a Prieſt ſtood up, and ad- 
dreſſing the People, told them, The ever- 
laſting Goſpel had been preached among them 
that Day; and recommended it to the Ob- 
ſervation and Practice of all preſent: And 
our Friend declared, He never felt the Power 


of Truth riſe ſo high as at thoſe Meetings. 


Atter which, finding his Mind cl-ar, altho? 
invited to ſtay and have more Meetings, 
and was told, Many of the Inhabitants were 
Deſcendants from Friends, he returned to St. 
Kitts, ſo called, and ſoon after embarked 
for Philadelphia, and from thence for London. 
In about three Years after, he again viſited 
America, and divers Parts of this Nation. 


In private Life, an affectionate Huſband 
and tender Father, and kind Friend, adorn- 
ing the Goſpel with a becoming Converſation: 
Thus perſevering on in a Courſe of Virtue, 
about a Year before his Deceaſe, he wrote 
again to the Friend before mentioned in the 
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following Manner, which ſhews the Integrity 
of his Heart continued : 


„ The Sap of Life lies very deep in the 
© Root, and that muſt be waited for in thoſe 
* ſorrowiul and pinching Times I have met 
„with, and yet I have had a comfortable 
„Hope raiſed in me of late that all would 
be well in the End, the Proſpect of which 
to me hath ſeemed exceeding pleaſant, 
“ and it fate ſhould much deſire it might be 
&« haſtened; but that's not my proper Buſi- 
& neſs to look for, or defire the Reward 
e before the Day's Work is finiſhed. I 
e have ſerved a good Maſter, but have 
e ever looked on myſelf one of the weakeit 
“ of his Servants ; yet have endeavour'd to 
« come up in faithful Obedience to his Will 
« made manifeſt in me, and in this now [ 
& have great Peace, and an Aſſurance of an 
Inheritance that will never fade away, if 
« continue in the Way of Well- a to 
&« the End of the Race.” 


After which he viſited the City of London, 
which he often hinted he thought it might be 
the laſt Time; but his Love and Integrity 
to the Cauſe of Truth continued, and it was 
evident the Fervency of his Mind was as 
ſtrong as ever. 


His 


1 


His Ilneſs was very ſhort, he was taken 
with a Fit of the Ague at Night, and next 
Morning about Four departed this Lite, the 
Gth of the Fourth Month 1769, and was 
interred in Friends Burial-ground the gth of 
the ſame. Aged about ſixty-three Years. 


—— ——_—_— th * 1 
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OSHUA TOFT, an ancient 
Friend of Leek in Stafford/hire, was 
tavoured in the early Part of his Life with 
the Knowledge of the bleſſed Truth, and by 
Obedience thereto became, when young in 
Years, an Example cf Religion and Virtue. 


His Concerns in Buſineſs at that Time 
requiring his being much from Home, and 
to be converſant with thoſe unacquainted 
with the circumſpe& Conduct and Manner 
of Behaviour of the People he had join'd in 
Communion, he was expoſed in the youthful 
Part of his Life to ſevere and ill Treatment; 
but his Mind being clothed with the Patience 
of the holy Word, he experienced by its 
bleſſed Fruits of Meekneſs and Love, the 
Ignorance of tooliſh Men not only ſilenced, 
but ſometimes their Wrath and Enmity, 
through his faithful Teſtimony, turned into 
| Reſpect and Friendſhip ; and though his 
Beginning in the World was ſmall, yer being 

| 8 | bleſſed 
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bleſſed by Providence, whoſe is the Earth 
and the Fulneſs thereof, as well as the Dew 
of Heaven, he was ſatisfied with a moderate 
Competency, and in the full Strength of Life 
and Flow of Buſineſs, which would have 
enabled him to accumulate much Wealth, 
with noble Fortitude, believing it to be 
required of him, he declined Trade, more 
fully to devote himſelf to his great Lord and 
Maſter's Service in the Goſpel-Miniſtry, 
into which he had been called about the 
thirty-ſecond Year of his Age, in which he 
diligently and faithfully laboured many Years 
in various Parts of this Nation and Jreland, 
to the Comfort and Edification of the Church 
and his own Peace. | 


Near twenty Years before his Deceaſe he 
was diſabled from travelling much from 
Home, being ſeized with a Diſorder in his 
Head, which affected at Times his Under- 
ſtanding, and deprived him for more than 
fourteen Years of the latter Part of his Life 


of Sight; after the Loſs of which, his 


Faculties became as ſtrong as before, and his 
Underſtanding perfect, which continued to 
the laſt. With exemplary Patience, Chear- 
fulneſs and Reſignation, he bore great Af- 
fliction of Body, as well as Deprivation of 
Sight, ſignifying, All that was laid upon him 

Was 
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was in Lobe and intended for bis Good, and 
hoped he ſhould receive it as ſuch, 


A Day or two bels his Departure, he 
ſaid, He had been much conſolated, having 
received a moſt gracious Promiſe, I have been 


with thee, 1 am with theey and will be with 
thee. 


He quietly departed this Life the 15th of 
the Eighth Month 1769, aged upwards of 
eighty, a a Miniſter forty- eight Years, and 
was interred in Friends Burial-: ground at Leek, 
on which Occaſion the ſame ever glorious 


Truth that had been with him in the Begin- 


ning and Cloſe of his Pilgrimage thro? Life, 
was man:efſted to the renewed Encourage- 


ment of many, to prove for themſelves 


likewiſe, that the Gifts and Callings of God 
are without Repentance. 


ICHARD REYNOLDS, 


late of Winterburn in Glouceſter ſhire, 
was born at Banbury in the County of Oxford, 
and in his very early Years manifeſted a 
religious Diſpoſition, and knew in ſome De- 
gree the purifying Hand of divine Goodneſs 
to fit him for Service, ſo that about the 


- twentieth 
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twentieth Year of his Age he appeared in 
the Miniſtry to the Satisfaction of Friends. 


He reſided for many Years in the city of 
Briſtol, where his Buſineſs betore he retreated 
from it to Winterburn lay, which he was 
induced to do from a Deſire of withdrawing 
from the incumbring Purſuit of temporal 
Things, often expreſſing the Hurt ſuſtained 
by an over Sollicitude for Things of this 
Sn. - 


A conſiderable Time before his Deceaſe, 
he was taken with a ſudden Indiſpoſition of 
Body as he was travelling on the Account of 
temporal Concerns, and his Mind became 
alarmed with this Inſtruction, Set y Houſe 
in Order; to which he diligently attended, 
in a ſpiritual Senſe eſpecially. 


In the Courſe of his IIneſs he appeared 
much reſigned to divine Diſpoſal, and ut- 
tered many inſtructive Sayings to thoſe who 
were with him very intelligibly and with clear 
Underſtanding, expreſſing, That the Father” 
Love is the beſt Cordial. This is a trying 
Fime. We had need to lay up a good Founda- 
tion againſt the Time 10 _—_ bat the peace- 
ful State of his Mind was all owing to divine 
Goodneſs, for to us, O Lord] belongeth Shame 
and Confuſion of Face. He was under deep 
Travail 
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Travail of Spirit, That he might be thoroughly 
purified and made meet for the Kingdom ; and 
was enabled to pray, That the Lord would 
lift up the Light of bis Countenance, and thro? 
Chriſt forgive all his Omiſſions, which there 
is good Reaſon to believe was granted. With 
much Senſibility he mentioned the Saying of 
the Leper to Chriſt, Lord ! if thou wilt thou 
canſt make me clan; and the gracious An- 
ſwer, I will, be thou clean. That which lay 
with the greateſt Weight and Diſſatisfaction 
on his Mind was, His having been ioo cloſel 
allached io worldly Things. And a little 
before his Departure, he ſaid in an affecting 
Manner, Too much Aſſiduity ! Too much Care 7 
1 might have been a better Example] So much 
Care and Pains alienate the Mind : The Lord 
is merciful, I hope he will forgive me that 
Sin. T would have you take Warning by me. 
This laſt Saying he repeated with much 
Concern, and then laying in a compoſed 
Manner for a few Hours, quietly expired at 
Bath, the 3th of the Tweltth Month 1769, 
and was buried in Friends Burial-ground near 
the Friars in Briſtol the 15th. Aged about 
Hxty Years, a Miniſter about forty Years. 
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AMES WILSON, of Kendall, 
was born. in the Pariſh of Kirby- Lonſdale 


in Weſtmoreland in the Year 1677; his Pa- 
rents Edmund and Fane Wilſon, educated 
him in the Way of the Church of England. 
When young in Years his Heart was much 
bent to ſeek after real Religion, being uneaſy 
with the dead Formalities in which he was 
educated, his Soul thirſting after the Enjoy- 
ment of the Lord's Preſence ; he in this 
Time of ſeeking after Good, devoted much 
of his leiſure Time to reading the Holy 
Scriptures, eſpecially the New Teſtament ; 

in the Peruſal whereof his Mind was more 
informed, tendred and broken, than by all 
the inſtrumental Labour he had partook of. 
Some Time after being convinced of the 
Principles of Truth, he joined our Society ; 
and in the thirtieth Year of his Age he came 
forth in the Work of the Miniſtry, and was 
ſoon drawn into, and eminently qualified for 
much extenſive Labour in the Church, and 
amongſt the People in Great-Britain and 
Ireland: He devoted much of the Prime 


and Strength of his Lite to the Service of 


Truth, diligently labouring in the Ability it 


gives both at Home ax Abroad, to the, 


| Honour of the great Name and the Edifica- 
tion 
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tion of many; frequently 3 Meetings 


on publick Occaſions, and divers appointed 
in treſh Places, wherein his Labours were 
well received, and he was made inſtrumental 
to the Convincement of many. He was 
very ſerviceable and ſucceſsful in accommo- 
dating Differences amongſt his Neighbours; 
and havi ing 1requent Acceſs to Perſons of 
high Rank in Life, he was thereby very 
uſeful not only to remove Prejudices trom 
their Minds, by opening the Doctrines and 
Principles molt ſurely believed among us, 
but in obtaining their friendly Regard and 
Aſſiſtance when Occaſion required: Thus he 
ſbent a long and uſeful Life, through many 
clois Trials and Afflictions which attended 
him both within and without, he bore all 
with Steadineſs and Reſignation, and his 
Memory and Underſtanding were preſerved 


to the Admiration of many who knew him. 


Some Lines he woos about Cade Years 


before his Deceaſe, ſeem to deſcribe the 


State of his Mind in ſucceeding Years, viz. 


IJ am now waiting, and beſeeching God 


« Almighty to grant me the Continuance of 
« his bleſſed Grace and holy Spirit, to aid 
e and aſſiſt me for a full Preparation for 
«« Death, and calmly to reſign myſelf to it; 
« and above all, to grant me his Aid in that 
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& painful and trying Seaſon, that J may for 
„ ever praiſe his holy Name, who is for 
“% ever worthy with his dear Son, who is 
0 my dear and bleſſed Saviour, Amen.“ 


He departed this Life at his Houſe in 
Kendall, the goth of the Twelfth Month 
1769, and was interred in Friends Burial- 
ground the 1ſt of the Firſt Month 1770. 
Aged ninety-two, a Miniſter upwards of 
ey Years, 


ANIL STANTON, 0 
the City of Philadelphia, was born i 
that City about the Year 1708: His Father 


dying before his Birth, and his Mother a few 


Years after, he ſuffered great Trial and 
Hardſhips when very young ; but being early 
concern'd to ſeek the Knowledge of God, he 


had a fervent Deſire to attend religious Meet- 


ings, tho? ſubjected to many Difficulties and 
Diſcouragements before that Privilege was 
allowed him ; yet being earneſt in his Deſires 
to obtain divine Favour, he was eminent] 

ſupported under great Conflicts and Proba- 


tions, and continuing. faithful to the Degrees 


o Light and Grace communicated, a Pit. 
penſation of the Goſpel- Miniſtry was com- 
mitted to him ſome Time before the Term 
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of his Apprenticeſhip was expired; and abi- 


ding under the ſanctifying Power of Truth, 
he grew in his Gift and became a zealous and 
faithful Miniſter. 


And though he was very exemplary in his 
Induſtry and Diligence, in labouring faith- 
fully at his Trade to provide for his own 
Support, and after he married and had 
Children for their Maintenance, and was 
often concerned to adviſe others to the ſame 
neceſſary Care; yet he continued fervent in 
Spirit for the Promotion of Truth and Righ- 


| teouſneſs, ſo that he was ſoon engaged” to 


leave Home, and the neareſt Connections of 
Nature, to publiſh the Glad-tidings of the 
Goſpel, frequently viſiting the Mectings of 
Friends in the Province of Pennſy[vania and 
the adjacent Provinces, and ſeveral Times as 
far as the Eaſtern Parts of A 


In the Vear 1748, in Company with 
Samuel Nottingham, he viſited the few Meet- 
ings in the Iſland of Barbadoes, and by the 
Way of Antigua to Tortola, where aiter 
ſtaying ſome Time, they embarked for Eu- 
rope. Their Voyage thither was attended 
with ſome ſingular Hazards and Danger, 
which occaſioned their Landing in Ireland, 
where after he had viſited the Meetings of 
Friends he embarked for * and viſited 

the 
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the Meetings generally in Great- Britain to 
the Comfort and Satisfaction of Friends; 
his meek, circumſpect Conduct and Conver- 
ſation, and lively ediſying, Miniſtry, rend- 
ring his Vilits MT acceptable and his . 
mory precious. 


After bis L to his native Country he 
viſited Friends in all\the Southern Provinces 


as far as South- Carolina, and about two Years 
| before his Death the Families of Friends in 


ſome Parts of MWeſt- Jerſey, the City of New- 
Zorꝶ and Long-Iſland; he returned rom this 
Service with great Peace and Satisfaction, 
expreſſing his Apprehenſion, That he was 
now clear of all Places, and that bis Stay 
Bere was near over, havin an Evidence that 


be had been faithfully concerwd from his Youth 
zo fear and ſerve God, ö 


When at Home he was 3 employed 
in viſiting the Sick and Afflicted, to whom 
he adminiſtred his ſpiritua! Advice and Ex- 
perience, and was often engaged 1 in humble 
Prayer for their Support; and in the diſtri- 
buting to the Neccſſitous according to his 
Circumſtances, he manifeſted int 
Diſpoſition. His Love to the riſing Gene- 
ration was very great, which he manifeſted 


by his affectionate Notice of them, and 


eſpecially of thoſe who were mL in- 
clined, 


Bk” 
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clined, his Houſe being open to receive ſuch. 
And his Concern was great, That thoſe who 
had the Glad-tidings of the Goſpel to publiſh, 
might be true Examples to the Flock, and adorn 
the Doctrine they had to deliver by a circum- 
ſpeft Life and Converſation. 


On the 5th Day of the Fifth Month 1 770, 

he was violently ſeized with the Bilious Cholic, 
and continued in great Pain tor ſevera] Days, 
but being ſomewhat eaſter he attended two 
Meetings on the Firſt-day, in which he was 
much favoured in his publick Miniftry, and 
ex preſſed, That be thought his Time ould 
aut be Vong. He was enabled to attend the 
Monthly-meeting at Philadelphia the 25th of 
the ſaid Month, which was the Jaſt publick 
Meeting he was at, being the next Morning 
ſeized with a renewed Attack of the fame 
Diſorder, which increaſed on him for ſeveral 
Days; yet through all he was mercifully 
ſupported in much Reſignation and Patience, 
rather inclining, if it was the Lord's Will, 
to be releaſed, 


During the Time of his Sickneſs, he often 
expreſſed his Concern left his Friends ſhould 
be too anxious {or his Recovery, ſaying, 
he ſhould live longer and through any buman 
Frailty or Infirmity occaſion any Reproach, it 
world be Canſe of Sorrow to them. The 

Evening 
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Evening of the Firſt-day before de died, 

ſeveral Friends coming, to ſee him, he ſpoke. 
a conſiderable Time to them, having before 
been deſirous af ſuch an Opportunity of the 
Company of his Friends, to fit down and 
wait on God, which was his great Delight. 
The Evening before he died, he expreſſed 
to his Friend Iſrael Pemberton, who fat u 

with him, his great Thankfulneſs, That his 


Head was preſerved from Pain, and his Un- 


derſtanding clear; and that though it had been 
a Time of cloſe Trial and deep Probation, he 
could ſay he felt the Evidence of divine er- 


port lo atlend him. 


He died the 28th of the Sixth Month 
1770, in the ſixty-ſecond Year of his Age 


and forty-third of his Miniſtry, and the next 


Day his Body attended by a large Number 
of People of divers religious Denominations, 
after a Meeting being held for that Purpoſe, 
was interred in Friends Burial-ground in 
that City. 


N. B. For a further Account of this 
Friend, ſee the Teftimony given by the 


Monthly-meeting of Philadelphia of him, 
prelixed to his Journal, printed at Philadel 


bia in the Year 1772. 
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LIZABETH ATKEINSON; 

of Milden- Hall in Suffolk, was the 
Daughter of Edward and Elizabeth Peachy, 
of the ſame Place, Friends well eſteemed, . 
who gave this their Daughter a religious 
Education; and while very young ſhe was 
favoured with a divine Viſitation, and yield- 
ing Obedience to the heavenly Viſion, ſhe 
became qualified for her Maſter's Uſe, and 
received a Gift in the Miniſtry about the 
twenty-ſecond Year of her Age. She was 


' faithfully concerned to yield Obedience to 


the Manifeſtations of Duty, in which ſhe 
experienced Peace. 


When about thirty ſhe joined in n Marriage 
with Samuel Atkinſon, a Friend of the fame 
Meeting, and ſome few Years after it pleaſed 
the Lord to try her in a cloſe Manner, by 
diflolving this very near and dear Connexion: 
Thus being left a Widow with fix young 
Children and in low Circumſtances : This 
Diſpenſation of Heaven was attended with 
Baptiſms and Exerciſes on many Accounts, 
her Situation being ſuch that ſhe found it 
neceſlary to uſe unwearied Diligence for the 


Support of her Family, not willing to be 


burthenſome, but having a tew Things, was 
| 2 there with 
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therewith content. It does not feem her 
Family, whoſe Neceſſity ſhe ever appeared 
to have due Regard to, hindred her in her 
Goſpel-Labours; but ſhe was obedient to 
the Requirings and Manifeſtations of Duty, 
faithiully giving up to go on the Lord's 
Errands. 1 


At the awful Approach of the undeniable 
Meſſenger of Death, ſhe poſſeſſed a quiet 
Compoſure of Soul, often wiſhing To be 
diſſolved, to be with Chriſt ; yet humbly 
waiting the Lord's Time for the Accom- 
pliſhment of his Will, and being full of Days 
and full of Peace, ſhe was greatly favoured 
to very near the End of her Time, ſenſible 
and lively, and was frequently engaged to 
expreſs, The Lord's Goodneſs to her had been 
great and wonderful; earneſtly recommend- 
ing to thoſe who viſited her, To ſerve him 
faithfully, and in an eſpecial Manner to the 
Youth, To dedicate the Bud and Bloſſom of 
their Days Io him, for that they could not 
ſerve a beiter Maſter. 


ber Mind very low, was fearful ſhe had 
offended ; earneſt were her Cries unto the 
Lord, That ſhe might not depart under a Cloud, 
which he graciouſly anſwered by the renew- 
ing of his Love, and lifting up of his glort- 
ous 


| | A ſhort Time before her Death, finding 
| 


{91} 


ous Countenance, ſo that ſhe broke forth in 
the following Words, Glory, Honour and 
high Renown be given to him who wears the 
heavenly Crown, The Lord is my Reward, 
and at his Right-hand are Rivers ht Pleaſure, 
and that for evermore. 


She departed this Liſe the al of the 
Seventh Month 1770, and was buried in 
Friends Burial-ground at Milden- Hall the 

8th of the ſame. Aged eighty-eight, a 
Miniſter ſixty-ſix Years. | 


r 


HOQ MAS MAWDITT; 
| Cullumpton in the County of Devon, 
was educated in the Way of the Church of 
| England, and about the twentieth Year of 
his Age was convinced of the bleſſed Truth. 
By the Accounts receiv*d of him, he appear'd 
in the Miniſtry about the thirty-third Year 
of his Age, and his Services therein were 
acceptable. He was a diligent Attender of 
Meetings, though of an infirm Conſtitution 
of Body; of an exemplary Conduct among 
1 and of an innocent Deportment. 


Having left behind him a Narrative in 
Manuſcript of his Convincement, the fol- 
lowing 1s a Copy of it, viz. 

2 “ Some 
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* Some Paſſages of my Life having of 
late been brought treſh in my Remem- 
brance, I thought proper to commit them 
to Writing, that others might ſee the 
great Love of God, in Chriſt, to my 
Soul, and be encouraged to follow on to 
know and obey him. . 


« While I was young and tender in Years, 
the Lord was pleaſed to put his Fear into 
my Heart, which was to me the Beginning 
of Wiſdom, becauſe it made me careful 


both of my Words and Actions; and ſo 
long as I kept. upon my Watch. againſt 


Sin, the Lord gave me true Peace and 
Quietude of Mind ; but when I was un- 
watchtul, the Tempter often prevailed 
with his Temptations, which brought the 
righteous Judgments of God upon my 
Soul, and made me cry unto him for 
Mercy and Forgiveneſs; and the Lord 
was gracious to me, and forgave me 
Time after Time as I repented of the 
Evil, ſo that I can from my own Expe- 
rience ſay, That there is Mercy with the 
Lord that he may be feared ;, and thus he 
gave me Strength to call upon him while 
he was near, and to ſeek him while he 
was to be found. He was near in Spirit, 
reproving me for my Sins, altho* I then 
knew him not; and in this State I often 
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„ 
made Covenant, That if the Lord would 


forgive me, then I would live more watchfut 


than ] had hitherto ; but as it was made 
in my own Will it was ſoon broken, and 
I was ſtill under the Adminiſtration of 
Condemnation 3 the Senſe thereof ojten 
made me cry unto God, That he would 
deliver me from the Body of this Death ; for 
in this State, when I would do Good, 
Evil was preſent with me, and I did the 
T hings I would not ; and finding myſelf 
overcome Time after Time, notwith- 
ſtanding my Endeavours to the contrary, 
[ was ready to conclude that there was no 


* living without Sin in the World, although 


1 found it a Burthen too heavy to bear. 


cc About this Time I began to think what 


People to join with, tor | was not ſatisfied 


in the Way I was in, and I beſought the 
moſt high God, That he would direct me 
what People 10 join with , and while I 
was under this Concern of Mind, on a 
Firſt-day of ihe Week, as I was walking 


to the Place of Worſhip in Company 


with two of the People called 2yakers, 
one of them aſked me to go with them 
to their Meeting, adding, hat there were 
to be two Strangers there that Day; and 


1 accordingly went, and after we had 


fitten ſome Time in Silence, one of them 
« ſtood 
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ſtood up and ſpoke, after that the other; 


do not remember much of what they 
ſaid, but it appeared to me that their 
Preaching was like that of the Apoſtles, 
and that they were enabled by a Meaſure 
of the ſame Spirit and a Degree of the 
ſame Power; and I alſo felt fuch a Mea- 
ſure of that Spirit and Power which helped 
them in their Miniſtry as I never enjoyed 
before; and it was to me a Day of Glad- 
tidings of great Joy, and my Soul did 
magnify the Lord, and my Spirit rejoiced 
in God my Saviour, ; 


« This gave me a full Satisfaction of 
Mind what People to join with, although 
at firſt it did look ſtrange to me ro ſee a 
People fit in Silence as they did, for I 
had been feeding upon Words, until 1 
was directed unto Chriſt, the Word nigh 
in the Heart, and to know him to be my 
Teacher : Thus the Lord brought me off 
from a Man- made Miniſtry unto the Mi- 
niſter of the Sanctuary and true Taber- 
nacle, which God hath pitched and not 
Man, everlaſting Praiſe be given to his 
Name. Here the Lord brought me into 
a State of Silence, out of my formal 
Prayers and Will-worſhip, to wait upon 
him, until he was pleaſed to help me to 
pray with the Spirit and with Underſtand- 
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ing; but when he was pleaſed to ſhew 
me that I muſt uſe the ſingular Number, 
as Thou and Thee to one Perſon, it was 
as Death ro me, for I ſaw I ſhould be 
deſpiſed and rejected; and here I found 
in degree that Croſs which the Apoſtle 


ſpoke of, that crucified to the World, and 


the World unto him ; and uniil I knew my 
own Will in meaſure flain, I was not able 
to uſe it; but when I did uſe it, after 1 
believed it was required of me, I had 
great Peace of Mind; and if at any Time 
did not uſe it for Fear of offending Man, 
I was under Condemnation and Trouble 
of Mind until I did uſe it without Reſpect 
of Perſons: I know it was the Lord's 
Doing, for I did it not in Imitation but 
by Revelation. Neither could I any more 
pull of my Hat and bow to any Man : 
And thus the Lord led me Step by Step 
into Obedience unto him ; and as long as 


I lived in Obedience to what he was 


pleaſed to maniteſt unto me, I reaped 
that Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 
that all the Favour and Friendſhip of 
Men are not to be compared with. About 
this Time a Concern came upon my Mind 
to bear a publick Teſtimony in Meetings 
to the Truth, which made me both to 
fear and tremble ; whereupon I let in the 
Reaſoner, and looked into my own TR 
> ce ne 
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neſs as a Man, and how unfit I was for 
ſo great a Work as the Work of the 
Miniftry, when I ſhould have looked 
anto the Lord, who is able to ſtrengthen 
the Weak and confirm the Feeble-minded, 
and which I had in Times paſt witneſſed 
to my Comfort: Here it was I loſt m 

Peace and Quiet which I had in a State of 


Obedience, tor | went from the true Wit- 


nels within, even the Spirit of Truth, 
which did and would have led me into 
all Truth, and I joined with the Rea- 
ſoner, and fo erred and went aſtray from 
the Way of the Lord as a loſt Sheep : 
Here the Enemy of Mankind got Ad- 
vantage upon me, and I could not ſtand 
faithfully in my Teſtimony tor tLe Truth 
as I formerly had, but grew wer ker and 
weaker, and was toſſed with a Tempeſt 
and not comforted ; yet in this ſorrowful 
State I fomerimes had a little Hope that 
the Lord would deliver me, which was 
ſome Stay to my Mind, and I was made 
to cry, Lord] if thou ſlay me yet will I 
truſt in thee , and I would often pray unto 
God, That he would reſtore me again, 
and that if it did pleaſe him to bring the 
like Concern upon me any more, I would 
be faithful and obedient to his Requirings ; 
but this I could not attain unto, which 
brought me very low 1a my Mind, and I 
e. Was 
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was almoſt ready to deſpair, for I found 
myſelf ſo hardened that I could not la- 
ment my State and Condition as formerly, 
ſo that I was afraid the Day of my Viſita- 
tion was over, and when all Hope ſeemed 
to be loſt, the Word of the Lord was 
unto me, As thou haſt gradually fallen, 


4 We thou ſhalt gradually riſe ; which had ſo 


„ good Effect as to bring with it a living 
Hope, that was as an Anchor to my Soul, 

ſtedfaſt and ſure, and preſerved my Mind 
from being carried away with the Floods 


of Temptation, which were many and 


great in thoſe Days, that it was through 
Faith in Chriſt, the Word nigh in the 
Heart, which I found to be quick and 
powerful, that I came to be reſtored 
again in due Time, unto a State of Obe- 


dience ; and the Lord now favoured me 


with many good Meetings, which made 
me often deſire for the Meeting-time, 
for in my filent Waiting upon him, [ 
found my Strength renewed : After this 
it was ſhewn me that I muſt alter the 
Place of my Sitting, and one Day as the 
Meetinz-time drew on, I prayed to God 
in my Heart, That he would favour me 
with a good Meeting ; but the Anſwer 
was, If thou doſt not go and fit in that 
Place, how canſt thou expect a good Meet- 

Aa : « ing? 


[ 178 ] 


ing? For until now I was not come to a 
Refolution ; but now when the Meeting- 
time came, I went and ſat in the Place 
ſhewed me, not knowing further what 
might be required of me, and after ſome 
Time of Silence I found a Concern of 
Mind to ſpeak unto the People as follow- 
eth: There is a Seed of God amongſt you, 
but it lielb oppreſſed, &c. 


« And now | can ſay after many Years 


Experience, Hitherto the Lord has helped 
me, and he is not a hard Maſter, as ſome 
ſlothful Servants have ſaid, for he doth 


not gather where be bath not ſtrowed, 


neither reap where he hath not ſown ; but 
all that are born of that Seed which 1s 
incorruptible, and of the Word of God 
which liveth and abideth for ever, can ſay, 
There is no Condemnation to them that are 
in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the 
Fleſh, but after the. Spirit; for the Law 
of the Spirit of Life hath made them free 


from the Law of Sin and Death. And 


here in brief have I ſhewn what the Lord 
hath done for my Soul, for it is he that 
hath plucked my Feet out of the mir 

Clay, and ſet them upon a Rock that was 
higher than 1; wherefore to him ſhall 


the ä Glory and Praiſe be given, 


© who 
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« who is over all worthy for ever and ever- 
a mes. 


« Signed T. M. 1748.” 


In his laſt Ilneſs, his Underſtanding and 
Senſes were preſerved, and he expreſſed his 
being reireſhed in his Spirit, and as he found 
his End approaching he frequently deſired, 
If agreeable to the Will of the Almighty, that 
he migh! be releaſed, under a well-grounded 
Apprebenſion that bis Day's Work was done. 


He departed this Life the 13th of the 
Seventh Month 1770. Aged eight-one, 


and had been a Miniſter about " 
Years. 


r » 
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AR AH WAGSTAFE FE, of 
Chipping- Norton in Oxfora/hire, Widow 

ot Thomas Wagſtaffe, formerly of Banbury 
in the ſame County, was born in the Year 
1695, and educated in the Way of Truth, 
in the City of London, where her Parents 
lived; and being faithful to the Dictates 
thereof in her young Years, ſhe experienced 
irs ſupporting Influence under many Exerciſes 
which fell to her Lot through Life, having 
often to remark to her Children, the Benefit 
thereof; and by ſuitable Inſtructions endea- 
A a 2 voured | 


ce 
(0 
(e 
cc 
<c 
cc 
cc 
(e 
ce 
60 


[ 180 ] 


/voured to lead their Minds to regard its 
„Dictates when very young, and when remote 
from her was often by Writing, reviving 
ſuitable Counſel to them, being herſelf a 
good Example, a tender Parent, and well 
beloved among her Neighbours and Friends. 


Towards the Decline of her Life ſhe was 


afflicted with bodily Weakneſs, which con- 
fined her to her Chamber for ſome Months 
before ſhe died, which ſhe bore with much 
Reſignation and Patience; often deſiring ſhe 
might hold out to the End, which ſhe 
patiently waited for. Before ſhe became 
incapable, ſhe employed her Pen to ſuch of 
her Children as were at a Diſtance trom her, 
particularly to one of her Sons, when ſhe 
by 
his Family, ſhe expreſſed herſelf thus: 


Letter took her laſt Leave of him and 


« That my Children and Grand- children 
may be ſo conducted through Mutability 
as we may all meet in Joy and Bliſs, I 
entreat,” ſays ſne, in Love, that thou 
and thine may mind your future State 
above all, and let not the Hurries of this 
tranſitory World, with all its tinſel Glare, 
Pride, Grandeur and Vanity, choak the 
good Seed, which as it is permitted to 
take Root, will bring forth the good 
Fruit, which will entitle you to Diſciple- 

cc ſhip, 
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. ſhip, and give you a Bzauty and Glory 
„which all theſe Things cannot give. 


ce Dear Son, | be on thy Guard and watch 
« over thy Children; repreſs all Pride, 
„„ Ambition, and vain Converſation in them 
« as much as poſſible, O this World's 
% fading Enjoyments has over-run the major 
% Part of our Socicety | How few live u 

« to what they profeſs ! I write with a fer- 
« vent Deſire for all your immortal Sculs, 
c each of which is of more Value than all 
« this World, which with all its checkered 
« Pleaſures and Afflictions muſt ſoon end 
« 3s the Bubble on the Water, and then 
« Peace with our Maker will only ſtand us 
« in ſtead,” _ | | . 


At another Time, when to Appearance 
ſhe grew near her End, ſhe expreſſed herſelf 
to this Effect: That her Truſt and Depend- 
ance was on her almighty Protector, Saviour 
and Redeemer, by whoſe Grace ſhe doubled 

not, but that ſhe ſhould cloſe in Peace, 


After which ſhe continued ſome Weeks, 
in much Quietneſs and Patience, until the 
5th of the Firſt Month 1771, when ſhe 
quietly departed without Sigh or Groan, 
and was interred in Friends Burial-ground at 
Chipping-Norton aforeſaid, aiter a ſolemn 

- Meeting, 
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Meeting, the 13th of the ſame. Aged near 
ſeventy- ſix Years, 


— . — 


B RA HAM SHACKLETON, 

born at Harden in the Pariſh of Bing- 
ley, Yorkſhire, according to the beſt Inform- 
ation was the youngeſt Child of Richard and 
Sarah Shackleton of that Place. His Mother 
died when he was about ſix Years of Age, 
his Father when he was about eight. Tho! 
deprived ſo early of religious Parents, the 


Impreſſion made by their careful Education 


of him was not in vain 3; he uſed often to 


| commemorate the tender Care and Concern 
of his pious Father, how he followed him 


(his Son) when very young to his Bed-ſide, 


and on leaving him to his Repoſe, awfully 


recommended him to ſeek the divine Bleſſing, 


And this Bleſſing did remarkably attend him 


during the Courſe of his Lite : When very 
young and expoſed to manitold Dangers in 


his Education aiterwards, this Bleſſing fol- 


lowed him, and by its precious Influence, 
led him aſide from his Companions, and in 


ſolitary Places, to ſeek the Lord, and to 
witneſs the Operation of his Hand. 


His Employment being that of a School- 
maſter, he laboured in it with conſcientious 
Care 
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Care for many Years ; in which he had not 
only the Education of Children of the Mem- 
bers of our own Society, but alſo ſome of 
Various Denominations, ſome of whom fill 
conſpicuous Stations in the World, and retain 
an alfectionate Regard tor his Memory, and 
trom a Remembrance of his Diligence and 
Care in their Tuition, his living Example of 
Uprightneſs, Temperance and Humility, a 
great Regard for the Society. 


And altho in this arduous Employment 
he met with many Probations, yet keeping 
to a feeling Senſe of divine Support, he 
grew from Strength to Strength, and became 
a very uſeſul and valuable Member of the 
Society z; and in the Station of an Elder, 
had oſten to miniſter in his own Houſe, in 
the Families of Friends, and in the Church, 
in which Courſe] dropt from him in much 
Tenderneſs and Swee cneſs. 


Thus through a Courſe * many Vears, 
he was conducted in great Circumſpection 
in a living Travail for the Proſperity of 
Truth, and that the Profeſſors of it might 
be preſerved out of hurtful Things; had 
frequently to teſtify againſt ſuch Superfluities 
as ſometimes came in his Way, particularly 
a Practice too prevalent among many, that 
of * long after Dinner with Bottles and 

Guaſſes 
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Glaſſes before them, as having a Tendency 
to draw into many Snares. 


He was alſo much concerned at a Cuſtom 
too prevalent among Friends, of uncovering 
the Head” by way of Ceremony upon enter- 
ing into a Room, and was pained when he 
ſaw the Youth or others in that Practice: 
He uſed to ſay, That when he was a young 
Man, he durſt not baulk his Teſtimony in that 
Reſpect, though the Croſs occaſioned thereby 
feemed as bitter as Death. 


After a diligent Dicharge of his laborious 

Employment for many Years, he became in 
a greater Degree ſeparated from the Cares 
of this Lite, and devoted much of his Time 
in attending Meetings for Diſcipline in Va- 
Tious Parts of the Nation of Ireland, where 
he was fettled in his School, and alſo the 
Yearly-mceting in London, to the Help of 
his Brethren and his own Peace, 


After the Death of his Wife, who had 
been his beloved and faithful Helpmeet 
many Years, and who departed this Lite 
in cheeriul Reſignation, great Compoſure 
and ſweet Peace, in the eightieth Year of 
her Age, he quitted Houle-keeping and re- 
tired to live with a Relation in the ſame 
Village where he was viſited with his laſt 

linets, 
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Ilneſs, which he bore with great Patience, 
ſaying, Ile was mercifully dealt with. 


During the Courſe of his Diſorder and 
while able, he got out to Meetings, and 
when rendred incapable thereof, many 
Friends viſited him, to whom he was drawn 
forth in ſweet Counſel to the tendring of 

their Spirits: Many were the ſeaſonable 
Opportunities of this Sort, and many ſenſi- 
ble ſavoury Expreſſions dropt from him, 


which ſhewed his Mind was often | replenith- 
ed with heavenly Oil. 


A little before his Departure, he ſaid to 
his Relations about him, I have no Cauſe to 
grieve, neither would I have you; yet men- 
tioned, He had nothing to truſt to but the 
Mercies of the Almighty, His Mind was 
often. favoured with heavenly Joy, and one 
Night after much Pain, he expreſſed with a 
melodious Voice, I am well, 1 feel no Pain, 
1 feel Good. O the Elders! the Elders ! 
they ſhould dig for the ariſing of the Well of 
Life as with the Staves in their Hands. Spring 
up, O Well, and 1 will ſing unto thee. po 
another Time, in a Manner ſimilar to this, 
he uttered theſe Words, Thoſe that are failh- 
ful to the End ſhall receive a Crown, a Crown 
that fadeth not away ; but Rebellion 15 as the 


Sin of Witchcraft. 
/ B b | Much 
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Much more dropt from him, but not 


being taken down, could not be at 
remembred. 


He departed in great Peace, the 24th of 
the Sixth Month 1771, and was interred 
the 27th of the ſame. Aged ſeventy-four 
Years, 


% e. 

Son of Timothy and Hannah Bevington, 
of the City or Worceſter, was a young Man, 
who from a Child was ſober and well— 
inclined, exemplary in his Conduct, dutiful 
to his Parents, and of a tender and loving 
Diſpoſition ; and as he grew up towards 
Man's Eſtate, gave evident Proofs of a 
ſuitable Attention to that divine Principle in 
his own Mind, by which his Conduct was ſo 
regulated, as to give Ground of Hope he 
would fill up his Station with Reputation to 
himſelf, and Comfort to all his Friends. 


He was taken ill about the iſt of the Sixth 
Month 1771, and his Diſorder gradually in- 
creaſing, his Father found his Mind engaged 
to go and fit by him one Evening on his 
going to Bed ſooner than uſual, and in much 
Tenderneſs expreſſed, That though he had 

| _ | 
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dil he might, in the Appointment of Pro- 
_ vidence, have been his Succeſſor, both in the 
Church and in the World ; yet when Ilneſs 
attacked (even one ſo young and healthy as 
him) the 1ſue might be doubtful, and therefore 
deſired him to examine his Accounts and Meet- 
neſs for a final Change, if the Lord ſhould 
pleaſe to remove him, He, in affectionate 
lively Terms, expreſſed the Senſe he had of 
his Father's tender Regard for him, and they 
parted that Evening under a ſweet Senſe of 
that Love which unites beyond the Ties of 
Nature. 


His Diſtemper increaſing, which proved 
to be a Fever, he was mercifully preſerved 
ſenſible; his Father and Mother being often 
concerned to wait on the Lord by his Bed-ſide, 
he was frequently broken into Tendernels, 
but did not fay much. 


Getting a little better, he went into the 
Country tor the Air ; , in ſome Converſation 
with a Friend there who was in a declining 
State, he expreſſed, That he did not know 
how it might pleaſe Providence to deal with 
him; but, ſaid he, I Had rather, if conſiſtent 
with bis Will, go now, than live longer and 
fall into any thing that might oring 3 
{0 our holy Profeſſion. 


Bb 2 ä 
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A near Friend viſiting him, found him in 
Tears, and expreſſing her Fears leſt any 
thing had grieved him, he anſwered, No, 
but he was looking towards another World, 


He returned out of the Country in about 
a Week rather poorly, and on the Morrow 
was ſcized with a ſhivering Fit, and ſending 
for his Father, he with Earneſtneſs took him 
by the Hand, and ſaid, Dear Father, I 
have already gone through a very trying Time, 
but I believe this will be much more jo , and 
expreſſing his Care for his Parents, added, 
He that made me has a Right to lake me away 
when he pleaſes ; and I deſire as be hath fa- 
voured me with much Reſinguation of Mind 10 
his Will hitherto, it may continue. I have not 
always been ſo careful and circumſpect in my 
Conduct as I ought to have been; but lately, 
and eſpecially ſince my Jlneſs, JI. don't know 
that I could have done better, and truſt it will 
be well with me, 


His Indiſpoſition increaſing, all Hopes of 
his Recovery was removed, in which, he 
being in extream Pain and Sickneſs, his Pa- 
rents were engaged to wait on the Lord with 
him, who was graciouſly pleaſed to comfort 
their Minds ; and under this broken, hum- 
ble, contrite State betore him (who ſuſtains 
his People in every needful Time) _ — 

ove 
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loved Youth with an audible Voice, ſaid, 
O what a dreadful Day would this have been 
to me, if I had Cauſe to fear I was going 10 
meet an angry Fudge, that might ſay, Depart 
from me thou Worker of Iniquity | But, 

ſaid he, I have Hope in God, that I ſhall be 
admitted into his Reſt, Which much bowed 
the Hearts of all his near Connexions preſent, 
and helped to bear up their Spirits in that 
trying Seaſon z and ſoon after this dear 
Object of paternal Affection quietly depart- 
ed this Life in his Father's Arms, having, 
in a good Degree, eſcaped the Dangers, 

Jeopardies and Temptations attendant on 
human Life, and we truſt was gathered with 
the Beauty of Innocency upon him, to the 
Juſt of all Generations, in the twenty-firſt 
Year of his Age, on the gth of the Seventh 
Month 1771, and was buried in the City of 
Worceſter on the 14th of the fame. 


NN GURNEY, Daughter of 

John and Ann Gurney, of the City 
of Norwich, was a comely Perſon, of quick 
Parts, and a lively Turn. Hence ſhe early 
ſhewed a natural Inclination to Height and 
Gaiety, which brought a Concern upon her 
Parents on her Account, leſt ſhe ſhould be 
carried away with the common Stream into 


Liberties 
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Liberties of an hurtful Nature. But ſuck 


was the gracious Dealing of divine Mercy 
towards her, that, ſome Time before ſhe 
was taken with her laſt Ilneſs, an agreeable 
Alteration was obſerved in her Diſpoſition 
and Conduct, which undoubtedly aroſe from 
the cordial Reception ſhe had given to an 
heavenly Viſitation upon her Spirit; for, in 
the Sequel, it evidently appeared, a State of 
Preparation was thereby effected, properly 
to endure the tedious Linels and folema Event 

that enſued. 


For many Months, her uſual State of 
Health ſeemed, at Times, to be broke in 
upon, and Tokens of Infirmity appeared, 
which increafed upon her, and at length 
terminated in a ſettled Decline, 


Several Weeks before her Deceaſe, ſhe 
chearfully ſaid to her Siſters, My little Tene- 
ment is much ſhaken, and will ſoon be in 
Decay. A while after, her Mother ſaying, 
She ſhould be very thankful if u pleaſed Pro- 
vidence to raiſe ber up again; ſhe replied, 
Thal muſt be as it pleaſes Providence; but 1 
can never go with leſs Guilt, 


She laid, She believed divine Goodneſs had 
often been very near to her, and ſupported 
ber; for ſhe could nit have ſupported __ 

To 
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Too her Siſter Lucy, ſhe ſaid, My dear, I 
hope thou wilt never do any thing lo grieve thy 
Father and Mother, and be ſure dos nothing 
againſt thy own Conſcience, Don't grieve for 
in,; for tho" we have loved one another, it is 


right we ſhould part, 


She acknowledged, She had ſometimes gone 

contrary to the Teſtimony of her Conſcience 

but ſhe had known Sorrow for it, and jhe 

believed, Forgiveneſs , and made no Doubt, 

but, if it pleaſed Providence io take ber away, 
ſhe ſhould go to Heaven. 


To her Mother, ſhe ſaid, I know it will 
be a Loſs, make it but à litile ane. Her 
Mother replying, I. is a bitter Cup, my 
Dear; ſhe anſwered, But Providence will 
fweeten the bitter Cup. And on her Mother's 
ſaying, She believed a glorious Manſion was 
prepared for ber; ſhe replied with much 
Farneſtnels, I make no Doubt of that, and 1 
expect to ſee thee and my Father there. 


Deſiring her Siſters to be called, ſhe told 
them, She was glad to ſee them ; and laying 
a While ſweetly ſtill, ſhe awfully ſaid, She 
hoped they would always live in the Fear of 
the Lord, and never do any thing againſt their 
Conſciences, 


Being 
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Being told her Uncle Edmund Gurney 
faid, That ſhe was in a ſweet Frame, and 
compared her to Mount Sion, that could not 


be moved; ſhe anſwered, Then why does my 


Mother grieve ſo 


Her Father going one Morning, into her 
Chamber, ſhe deſired him to come by her 
Bed- ſide, ſay ing, She was glad to ſee him, 
and that ſbe thought herſelf not worſe, On 
his faying, He hoped ber beiter Parent, her 
heavenly Father, had been near to her that 
Night; ſhe anſwered, Nes, that he has, and 
F hope near thee loo. 


Two Days wie her Deceaſe, ſhe ear- 
neſtly prayed, The Lord would be with her 
to the End, and give her Patience to the laſt; 
and ihat, if he pleaſed, he would mercifully 
grant her an eaſy Paſſage, as ber Uncle Ed- 
mund had prayed for on her Account, She 
declared, She was very willing to go, with 
many ocher comfortable Exprelſions. 


She was compoſed and eaſy in her Mind 
throughout her long and painful Ilneſs, and 
never once expreſſed a Wiſh to live. She 
faid, She had many near and dear Relations 
to leave 3 but fhe ſhould not know the Pain of 
loſt ing them. 


Thus 
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Thus having ſhewn a ſteady Example of 
Faith, Patience, Reſignation and heavenly 
Compolure, in the Bloom of Youth, ſhe 


departed the 19th of the Firſt Month 1772. 
Aged iourteen Years and nine Months, 


ILLIAM HUNT, of New- 

Gordon in the Province of North- 
Carolina in America, was born in the Province 
of Pennhlvania, and, by Accounts received, 
be was firſt reached by Truth about the 
eighth Year of his Age, which continued to 
follow him from Time to Time, that when 
in Company with his Acquaintance, he has 
been otten tendred and led to ſeek folitary 
Places to vent his Tears, although he then 
did not know what it was that fo broke in 
upon his Spirit, 


Being ſituated in a Part at that early Period 
of his Life, where no Religion prevailed, 
but the People lived rather diſſolutely, he 
had no one to tell the Diſtreſs and Exerciſe 
of his Mind to (for his Mother dying when 
he was young, who he had been informed 
was a religious Woman, and his Father when 
he was about twelve, he was left quite alone.) 
But after ſome Time going to live with his 
Siſter, and thoſe tender Impreſſions gontinu- 


cc. | ing, 
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ing, the Lord in Mercy ſhewed him, They 


were from the immediate Operation of his 
own Spirit, and that his Growth in Truth 


and Experience of its pure Virtue, lay in his 


being failhful to the Dictates thereof ; by 
which he was fitted for Service, even in 
very early Years, his Mouth being opened 
in Teſtimony before he was fifteen Years of 
Age; and through the heavenly Influence 


of the Spirit, he became an able Miniſter, 
rightly dividing the Word of Truth, to the 


great Comfort and Edification of the Church 
where his Lot was call. 


He was concerned to travel in Truth's Ser- 
vice before his twentieth Year, and viſited 
the Provinces of Virginia and Maryland; 
and afterwards in the Courſe of his Chriftian 
Progreſs, all the Provinces of America, and 
almoſt all the Meetings therein, And altho? . 
he had a large Family, whoſe Subſiſtance 
much depended on his Induſtry and Care; 
yet, when he found the Requirings of Truth 
and became fully ſatisfied thereof, he chear- 
tully gave up all into the Care of that Hand 
which drew him into Service, relying there- 
on for the Preſervation of himſelf and all 
his, in every Diſpenſation of Providence, 
and which was mercitully afforded to him. 


In 
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In the Year 1771 he came to this Nation 
on a religious Viſit, and travelled through 
moſt Parts of the North of England, Scot- 
land and Ireland, and after the Yearly-meet- 
ing 1772, he viſited the general Quarterly- 
meetings at Colcheſter, Woodbridge and Nor- 
wich z Toon after which he proceeded through 
Lincolnſhire for Hull, whence with his Com- 

anion Thomas Thornbrugh, our Friend Sa— 
muel Emlin, jun. of Philadelphia, and Morris 
Birkbeck, he embarked tor Holland; and 
after viſiting the few Friends there, he em- 
barked in a Veſſel bound to Scarborough, but 
by contrary Winds landed at Shields the 
latter End of the Eighth Month, with a 
Dedication of Heart for further Service if 


_ __ required; but was ſoon after he landed taken 


ill of the Small- Pox. In the Courſe of which 
IIneſs, his Mind was preſerved perfectly 
calm, and his Patience and Fortitude were 
truly great, as was alſo his Reſignation to 
divine Diſpoſal, ſignifying to his Compa- 
nion, That his coming there was Providential, 
but that his Sickneſs was nigh unto Death, if 
not quite ; for, lays he, when I wait, 1 ſeem 
incloſed, I ſee no fariber. 


To a Friend who remarked, That what 
ever Afﬀiiftion we may be tried with, we 
may yet ſee Cauſe of Thankfulneſs ; he re- 
plied, Great Cauſe indeed, I never jaw tt 

Cc 2 clearer 


=» —— = 
= «© — — — — — — - — 
„c wee — ach < * 
— : - : 


[ 196 ] 


clearer; O the Wiſdom, the Wiſdom and 
Geodneſs, the Mercy and Kindneſs has ap- 


peared to me wonderful! And the further and 


deeper we go, the more we Wonder , I have 
admired fince I was caſt on this Bed, that all 
the World does not ſeek after the Enjoyment of 


Truth, it ſo far tranſcends all other Things, 


At another Time, to fome Friends who 
came to ſee him, he ſaid, The Lord knows 
how have loved you from our firſt Acquaint- 
ance, and longed for your Growth and Eſta- 
bliſhment in the bleſſed Truth, and J now feel 
the ſame renewed afreſh ; adding, He much 
deſired they might fill up their Places Provi- 
dence intended, and lay up Treaſure in Hea- 
ven; for, ſays he, what would a thouſand 
Worlds avail me now. He alſo expreſſed his 
Satisfaction, e had not ſpent his Time idly 


\ fince he came io England, nor neglected one 


Meeting he could well attend, and that under 
fo great a Load of bodily AMfliction, what a 
Treaſure a quiet Mind was. 


At another Time, he ſaid with great 
Compoſure, The Lord knows beſt, I am in his 
Hand, let him do what he will; and leaning 
on Morris Birkbeck, he ſaid, Dear Morris, 
T have a Requeſt to make, which is, in Caſe 1 
am ſuddenly taken away, do thou write to my 
dear Wife, and let ber know All"s well; wan 

_ alia 
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alſo to my Children, to improve the Flints 1 
frequently gave for their Conduct while with 
| them and ſince. 88 


— —— . — 
1 8 


At another Time, a Day or two before 
his Death, he ſaid to him, This is a trying 
Time, but my Mind is above it all; and it 
was obſervable that a ſweet Melody was in 
his Heart when few Words were expreſſed, 
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A little before his Death, he ſaid triumph- 
antly, Friends, Truth reigns over all; and 
ſoon after quictly departed this Lite, the 
gth of the Ninth Month 1772, and was 
interred in Friends Burial-ground at Newcaſtle 
upon Tyne the iith of the ſame. Aged 
thirty-nine, a Miniſter twenty-tour Years. 
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LIZABETHi'SMETM of 
Burlington in Weſt-Jerſey in America, 

was one whoſe Deportment {rom a Child was 
compoſed and ſteady z frequently while others 
ſought Recreation and Amuſements Abroad 
ſhe choſe to be at Home, employing herſelf 
in the Buſineſs of the Family, or improving 
her Mind by ſome uſeful Application, As 
ſhe grew up, the Reproofs of Inſtruction be- 
came the Way of Life to her, and ſhe was 
governed by a meek and quiet Spirit; her 
wo b Converſation 
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Converſation and Conduct ſeemed to be 
almoſt one continued Example of Child-like 
Simplicity and Innocence. Her Mother 
dying while ſhe was young, the Care of 
her Father's Family devolved upon her for 
a conſiderable Time betore his Death ; her 
Duty to him and Behaviour in general, 
gain'd the Love of a careful religious Parent, 
and a Bleſſing attended her, as her ſuture 
Life manifeſted; her Words were few, but 
ſavoury and inſtructive 3 ſhe had a feeling 
Heart, and the Diſtreſſed were often relieved 
by her Charity ; happy in herſelf, ſhe en- 
deavoured to make all about her ſo. She 
had a great Regard for the Holy Scriptures ; 
on taking up a Bible, ſhe remarked to a 
particular Friend, what a Treafure it con- 
tained ; and ſought to inculcate the Reading 


thereof, and to \ diſcourage the faſhionable 
Books of the Times. 


Tt was her Concern frequently to retire to 
wait on the Lord to know her Strength re- 
newed in him, and the Effects were viſible 
by a chearful Serenity on her Countenance. 


In her early Youth ſhe was called to the 
W ork of the Miniſtry, in which ſhe deliver'd 
herſelf in a clear conſiſtent Manner; and it 
flowing from the right Spring, was often 
attended with good Effect, She was con- 

cerned 
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cerned to travel in the Exerciſe of her Gift 
as far to the Northward as New- England, 
and alſo to ſome of the Southern Provinces, 
and frequently to the Meetings about Home. 
Put in her latter Time was greatly afflicted 
with a Dropfical Diſorder, which ſubjected 
her to be tapped, by which ſhe was ſo far 
relieved, that tor ſeveral Years ſhe had a bet- 
ter State of Health; in which Interval ſhe 
frequently attended Meetings for Worſhip 
and Diſcipline ; and the laſt Summer before 
her Death, though much enteebled in Body, 
had often very acceptable Service in the 


Miniſtry, alive and ſtrong in the beſt Senſe, 


her Company was greatly ſatisfactory to 
Friends about her. 


Her Diſorder returning, ſhe waited for her 
Change with a lively Hope; and a Serenity 
ot Mind attended her, being inwardly ſup— 
ported keyond mere numan Attainment, 


She uttered many Expreſſions during the 
Conflicts of her Illneſs, much to the Comfort 


and Satisfaction of thole preſent. In ſolemn 


Supplication to the Almighty on her own 
Account, to be near and ſupport her, ſhe 
expreſſed herſelf in great Reverence to the 
following Effect: Thou who art the God of 
my Life, who haſt kept and fed me ail my Life 
long, be now near and ſupport by thy Fen 
an 
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and if il is thy Mill io put an End lo my Being 
here, I ſubmit : Be graciouſly pleaſed to give 
me Reſt in thy Manſion, with thy dear Son, 
the Lamb immaculate, for ever and ever, 


She often ſaid, She had nothing to do but to 
bear ber Pains with Patience, Once in great 
Extremity of Pain, ſhe remarked that ſhe 
had reaſoned, Why am I ſo afflited ? And 
had received this Anſwer in her Mind, My 
beloved Son, who never offended me, drank of 
the Cup before thee : Thus, ſaid ſhe, I am 
helped along with one kind Hint after another. 
And ſhe frequently expreſſed the Peace and 
Conſolation ſhe felt in thoſe trying Moments, 
in having lived in the Fear of her Creator. 


A Night or two before her Departure, ſhe 
ſaid, She thought it eaſter for ber to leave the 
World than for thoſe who had Children to 
leave. A near and intimate Friend replied, 
There were many who loved her : She ſaid, 
She did not know but it was ſo, and that 
Love would be conſummated hereafter, To- 
wards the Concluſion, ſhe ſaid with great 
Tenderneſs of Spirit, That ſhe thought fhe 
was going; and added, I would not bade 
you be troubled, it is to Foy unſpeakable and 
full of Glory. 


She 
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She died the 2d of the Tenth Month 
1772. Aged about forty-eight Years. 


Among other of her Writings ſhe left the 
following Epiſtle, which is thought meet to 
be here inſerted, viz. 


MW the Quarterly and Monthly meeting 

e, Women Friends, held at Bur- 
e lington and Cheſterfield in Weſt 
New Jerſey in America. 


«© Dearly beloved Friends, 


«© IN a freſh Remembrance of the many 
00 Seaſons of divine Favour, we have 
« been made Partakers of together, in theſe 
«« Meetings appointed for tranſacting the 
« Affairs of the Church, does my Spirit 
« affectionately ſalute the Living: And not 
«© expecting to have the like Opportunity 
« again, it reſted with me to viſit you after 
« this Manner, with fervent Deſires for the 
s Proſperity of Truth and Righteouſneſs in 
« general; and in a particular Manner, I 
4 have a Deſire that our Sex may not fall 
£ ſhort in living up to the faithful Perform- 
s ance of their reſpective Duties, and dif- 
Dd *< charging 
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charging that Truſt which the Lord has 
committed to them honeſtly, as in his 
Sight. And for this great good End, I 
tenderly beſeech you all, both Elder and 
Younger, that have known and may 
know the Maſter's Will concerning you, 
that you may be obedient. Let not 
reaſoning with Fleſh and Blood, or plead- 
ing Excuſes becauſe of Unfitneſs, as you 
may think, prevail, and bear with me, if 
I obſerve hers that is the Caſe, Dwarfiſh- 
neſs and Weakneſs will be the Conſequence, 
and the beſt Life is in Danger of being 
quite loſt, as it may with Sorrow be 
remarked of ſome who profeſs with us, 
that a Name to live and be accounted as 
wiſe Virgins has ſeemed to ſuffice, whoſe 

Caſe I have often lamented ; and it is the 
ardent Prayer of my Soul for ſuch, while 
I am writing this, that they may awake 
to Righteouſneſs, and diligently attend to 
the Teachings of the Spirit of the Lord, 
who will not fail to fit and qualify for 
every good Word and Work: And ſatiſ- 
fied I am, as that becomes the principal 
Concern of Individuals, the Cauſe of com- 


plaining of Miſconduct would be much 


removed, and our Zion would more 
conſpicuouſly ſhine, and there would be 
none found within her Walls barren or 
antruittul in the ſaving Knowledge of 
6 * God 3 
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God ; but that the ancient Promiſe made 
to Jrael will remain to be the Portion of 


his People for ever, That he would be as 
the Dew of Hermon, and as the Dew that _. 
deſcended upon the Mountains of Lion, 


for there the Lord commanded the Bleſſi 2 
even Life for EROS, Pſ. cxxxiii. 3 3. 


re And my dear young Friends, with 
Love unteigned do I affectionately ſalute 
you, whole Company in theſe Meetings I 
have been glad of; and I would encourage 
all who have a Right to Memberſhip, to 
the ſteady Attendance of them at the ſer 
Time, as often as you can while Health 
permits; we are by Nature very ſhort 
ſighted, and know not when the Times 
of Retreſhment may come trom the Pre- 
{ence of the Lord ; and therefore it's good 
for us to endeavour patiently to wait t and 
quietly to hope for his Salvation, which 
I fully believe he is about to reveal in 
your Hearts; and if you are faithful to 
the Diſcoveries of divine Grace, your 
Underſtandings will be more and more 
opened in the Myſteries of God's King- 
dom, even that which was hid from Ages 


and Generations, and as the Apoſtle reſti- 


fies, is now revealed by the Spirit of the 
dear Son of God, our holy Advocate with 
the Father, 
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4 J have hinted above and hope ſhall die 
in the Faith of it, that the Lord will form 
a People to himſelf, that ſhall ſhew forth 
his Praiſe, and will yet beautify the Houſe 
of his Glory; under this Proſpe& my 
Spirit is at Times deeply bowed in Inter- 
ceſſion for the Defcendants of faithiu} 
Friends, that they may not render them- 
ſelves unworthy of ſo great a Mercy, and 
other eſpecial Favours that they are bleſſed 
with beyond many; but that they may 
not only be the called, but choſen of the 
Lord. Now in a Degree of my hea- 
venly Father's Love, do I affectionately 
bid you farewel, defiring that Grace, 
Mercy and Peace may be multiplied in 


and amongſt you, and conclude your true 
Friend, | 


% ELIZABETH SMITH. 


Burlington, the zoth of the 


Third Month 1772. 


PRISCILLA 
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RISCILLA GURNEY, 
Wife of Edmund Gurney, of Norwich, 
was ſeized the — of the Sixth Month 1772, 
with a Bleeding from the Lungs, which to 
her appeared likely to end her Days ſpeedily. 
She laid quiet, and ſaid calmly, She bad not 
any thing criminal in outward Things on her 


Mind, and ſhe hoped in the Mercy of God. 


For many Weeks there ſcemed ſome flat- 
tering Symptome, ſhe ſaid not much about 
them, but appeared to be under a ſecret 
Exerciſe of Mind. As her Huſband was 
ſitting by her one Forenoon, ſhe, in a very 
ſolid humble Frame of Spirit, ſpake to this 
Effect: My Dear, God is good indeed, a 
Father of tender Mercies. 1 feel his Mercy 
renewed to me, I ſhall die of this Ilneſs ; 
but I ſhall be happy, and I am quite willing 
to go. When I was viſited with the Truth, 1 
had as it were an Offer made me of a rich Seat 
in the Kingdom of Heaven; but O the World 
has been too much for me ! And many have been 
my bitter Baptiſms for Diſobedience; and yet, 
O thou merciful Father ! thou haſt forgiven 
me, and I ſhall have a Manſion with thee to 
£ter nity, 


Many, 


_ 
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Many, very many, were the comfortable 
Expreſſions that ſhe uttered upon various 
Occaſions. One Evening on her Huſband 
taking leave of her, ſhe ſaid ſweetly, I have 
an afflicted Body, but an eaſy Mind; and ſhe 
frequently expreſt her perfect Reſignation 
to her heavenly Father's Will, who might 
juſtly be ſaid to be long: ſuffering and for- 
bearing to her, tho' very unworthy; but ſhe 
had loved and ſerved him in ſome degree, 
and further ſaid, F 14 was his Will to ſpare 
her Life and to require it of her, ſhe would 
acknowledge him in the Congregations of his 
People, or in any other Way he pleaſed. 


When her three Brothers came from Lon- 
don to ſee her, obſerving one of them to be 
much tendred and affected, ſhe deſired, 
They would not grieve for her but for them- 
ſelves, that they might experience the ſame 
Comfort when the ſame awful Viſitation might 
be theirs, as it certainly in a little Time would 


De: Or to the ſame Import. 


The ſecond Viſit her Father paid her in 
this Ilneſs, ſhe expreſt herſelf thus: Dear 
Father, I have always loved thee, no Child 
could love a Parent more than I have loved 
thee; and after ſome Pauſe, dear Father, I 
have been enabled to pray fervently to the 
Almighty for an eaſy Paſſage, and that I might 

N bate 
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have a ſinall Manſion in the Kingdom and, 
O Father ! there never can be a Ptronger Proof 
of the holy Spirit, for the fever was as if it 


was an outward. Voice, Thou ſhalt enter into 
a Full Fruilion of Foy. 


The divine Mercy of God was ae 
richly extended to her throughout her whole 
Ilneſs, and was her Stay and Support, by 
which, although her Sufferings were great, 
her Patience and Meekneſs were wonderful. 
Such a Calmneſs and Compoſure covered her 
Mind, that ſhe diſpoſed all her Affairs, and 
directed Things to be done after her Deceaſe, 
without any viſible Diſcompolure to herſelf, 
She lay many Weeks wiſhing for her Diſſo- 
lution, and when ſhe thought her Huſband 
too anxious for her, ſhe would ſay, I defire 
thee not to grieve for me, It. would be cruel 
to deſire my Continuance in this Afﬀiition, as 
all will be well with me. 


The laſt Pay of her Life, as he was 
fitting by her as uſual, ſhe deſired every Body 
to leave the Room but him and the youn 
Woman that attended her; and after a Pauſe 
of Quietneſs, ſhe uttered ſuch Expreſſions as 
theſe : My Dear, ut has for ſome Time been a 

cloſe trying Seaſon to me. Many deep Conflitts 
have 1 paſſed through, and that heavenly 
Peace J felt in Weeks paſt has much left me ; 


but 
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but yet I have a little Hope I ſhall have a 
Manſion in the Kingdom. In Reply to this 
State of deep Probation, her Huſband ſpoke 
a little to her as Matter came before him, 
and ſhe was very calm and humble, and after 
a conſiderable Time in Silence ſhe called him 
again to her, and ſaid, How gracious and 
merciful 1s God! 1 think I now ſee the Seat 
I was firſt offered in my heavenly Father's 
Houſe, and 1 feel an Aſſurance 1 ſhall have 
it. This Afiiftion has been a great Refinement 
to my peor Mind. My heavenly Father's 
Arms are open tg receive me, and J dig 
rejoicing. 


After this unutterable Favour ſhe laid ver 
quiet, and in divine Sweetneſs fell into a 
Doſe. When ſhe awoke ſhe expreſſed her 
Fears leſt ſhe ſhould have a hard Paſſage, 
wiſhing it might be otherwiſe, and ſeemed 
revived. The F amily were ordered to go to 
Bed (it being about Nine in the Evening) 
except a Friend and Elizabeth Parkinſon the 
young Woman who waited on her, who, 
with her Huſband fat quietly by ber; and 
about Ten o' Clock, without any viſible 
Alteration to them, the Geparted, having 
had her Deſire granted, and no doubt is 
entered into everlaſting Felicity, 


She 
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She died: the Ath of the Tenth Month 
1772, in the thirty-fifth Year of her Age, 
and was interred in Friends Bury ing- ground 


/ 


3 WOOLMAN, of the 


Province of Weſt-Jerſey in America, was 


born at Northampton in that Province, of 


Parents profeſſing with Friends, who had a 


tender Care over him; and being good 


Examples themſelves, promoted every Ap- 
pearance of Good | in him. 


About ch ly Year of his Age, he- 


became acquainted with the Operations of 
divine Love in his Heart, and as he went 
from School one Seventh-day, whilſt his 


Companions were at play he went forwards - - 


out of Sight, and ſetting himſelf down read 
the 22d Chapter of the Revelations: He 
ſhewed me a River of Water, clear as Chryſ- 
tal, proceeding out of the Throne of God and 
the Lamb, &c. in reading of which, his 
Mind was drawn to ſeek after that pure 
 Habitation which he then believed God had 
prepared for his Servants : The Place where 
he tat, and the Sweetneſs that attended his 


Mind, remained freſh in his Memory for 


many Years afterwards. This and the like 
Ee gracious 


at Norwich the 11th Day of the ſame Month. 
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gracious Viſitations had ſuch an Effect upon 
him, that when he heard Boys make Uſe of 
il! Language it troubled him, and through 
the continued Mercies of God, he experi- 
enced Preſervation from it himſelf; and the 

ious Inſtruction of his Parents would recur 
treſh in his Mind when he happened to be 
among wicked Children, which was of Uſe 
to him. His Parents, who had a large Fa- 
mily of Children, frequently on the Firſt- 
day of the Week after Meeting, employed 
them in reading the Scriptures or other good 


Books, one after the other, the reſt ſitting 
by tor Inſtruction, 


In ſome Memoirs left behind, he records 
this as a good Practice, and worthy of 
Imitation by thoſe who are entruſted with 
the Care of Children, Thus in his very 
young Years, through the Renewings of 
divine Love on his tender Mind, he was 
preſerved from many Snares incident to 
Youth, until he had attained about the ſix- 
teenth Year of his Age, when as appears by 
his own Account, through Unwatchtulneſs 
he ſuffered his Mind to be carried away by a 
Love of improper Company, and tho? pre- 
ſerved {rom profane Language or ſcandalous 
Conduct, there was (till a Plant alive which 
brought forth wild Grapes 3 and though at 
Times he was brought ſeriouſly to conſider 


his 
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his Ways, which affected his Mind with Sor- 
row, yet by an Inattention to theſe Reproots 
of Inſtruction, Vanity was added to Vanity, 
and Repentance to Repentance, and his Mind 
became alienated from the Truth and haſted 
towards Deſtruction; * Whilſt,” ſays he, in 
his Memoirs, „I meditate on the Gulf to- 

& wards which I travelled, and reflect on my 
© youthiul Diſobedience, mine Eyes run 
« down with Water,” Nevertheleſs, after- 
wards his Mind became more eſtranged from 
the Enjoyment of real Good, and he ran 
greater Lengths in Vanity, until it pleaſed 
the Lord to Vink him with Sickneſs, which 
appeared to be nigh unto Death; in which 
State, Darkneſs, Horror and Amazement 
ſeized his Mind, and he thought it would 
have been better for him never to have had a 
Being in this World, than to fee ſuch a Day 
of Confuſion and Affliction of Body and 
Mind; herein he bewailed himſelf, and Cries 
aſcended to an offended God, who in his 
Mercy at length heard him, and that Word 
which is as a Fire and a Hammer, broke and 
diſſolved his rebellious Heart into a State of 
Contrition, which was ſucceeded with inward _ 
Conſolation and Deſires, That if the Lord 
would be pleaſed to reſtore his Health, he 
might walk humbly before him. And though 
the firſt Part of bis Deſire was granted, he 
again relapſed into Folly and Vanity; of one 
ME 2 Inſtance 
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Inſtance thereof take his own Account, viz. 
I remember once having ſpent a Part of 
© the Day in Wantonnels, as I went to Bed 
* at Night there lay in a Window near my 
* Bed a Bible, which I opened and firit caſt 
* my Eye on the Text, He lie down in our 
«© Shame and our Confuſion covers us; this I 
* knew to be my Cale, and meeting with 
&« ſo unexpected a Reproof, I was ſomewhat 
affected by it, and went to Bed under 
% Remorſe of Conſcience, which I ſoon caſt 
« off again. But at length through the 
powerful Operation of divine Love, he was 
enabled to take up the Croſs, and lived a 
very retired religious Life, unti] it pleaſed 
the great Author of our Beings, about the 
twenty-ſecond Year ot his Age, to commit 
to him a Diſpenſation of the Goſpel-Miniſtry ; 
and through Faithfulneſs thereto, he witneſſed 
an Increaſe of thoſe T alents committed to his 
Care, and viſited moſt of the American Pro- 
vinces at different Times: And about the 
Year 1763, during the Indian War, he 
travelled about two Hundred Miles into the 
back Parts of Pennſylvania (though attended 
with great Fatigue of Body and Danger of 
his Lite) in order to pay a religious Viſit to 
an Indian Settlement there, which was fa- 
vourably received by the Natives, and doubt- 
leſs was attended with Peace to his own Mind, 
as he found many of them ſuſceptible or 
divine 


La 
divine Impreſſions. And alſo he was for 
many Years deeply exerciſed on Behalr of 
the poor enſlaved Africans, and both by 
Word and Writing, endeavoured to convince 
Mankind of that unrighteous Traffick and 
Injuitice of Keeping them in Slavery. 


In the Year 1772, with the Concurrence 
and Unity of his Brethren, he came over to 
this Nation to viſit Friends here, and landed 
in London about the 8th of the Sixth Month, 
and the Yearly-meeting being then fitting, 
| Fe atterd-d that Meeting, in the Courſe of 
which he had to drop divers weighty and 
inſtructive Remarks; but his Mind being 
drawn towards the North, he ſoon departed 
ſrom this City, and by the Way of Hertford, 
Buckinghamſhire, Northampton and Banbury 
Quarterly-meetings, he proceeded to the 
Quarterly-meeting at York, where after 
having attended moſt of the Sittings thereof, 
he was taken ill of the Small-Pox, in atk 
Diforder he continued about two Weeks, 
at Times under great Affliction of Body, 
and then departed in full Aſſurance of a 
happy Eternity, as the following Expreſſions, 
amongſt others, taken from his own Mouth, 
do plainly evidence. | 


One Day being aſked hot he felt himſelf, 
he meekly anſwered, 1 don 1 know that I have 


ſlept 
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fiept this Night : 1 feel the Dijorder making 
its Progreſs, but my Mind is mercifully pre- 
ſerved in Stilneſs and Peace. Some Time 
after he ſaid, He was ſenſible the Pains of 
Death muſt be hard to bear, but if he eſcaped 
them now, he muſt ſome Time paſs through 
them, and did not know he could be better 
prepared, but bad no Will in it, Said, He 
had ſettled his outward Affairs to his Mind; 
had taken leave of bis Wife and Family, as 
never to relurn, leaving them to the divine 
Protection; adding, and though 1 feel them 
near to me at this Time, yet I freely give 
them up, having an Hope they will be provided 
fer. And a little after ſaid, This Trial is 
made eaſier than I could have thought, by my 
Will being wholly taken away; for if I was 
anxious as to the Event, it would be harder, 
but I am not, and my Mind enjoys a perfect 
Calm. 


In the Night a young Woman having 
given him ſomething to drink, he ſaid, My 
Child, thou ſeemeſt very kind to me, a poor 
Creature, the Lord will reward thee for it. 
A while after he cried out with great Ear- 
neſtneſs of Spirit, O my Father ! my Father ! 
how comforitable art thou lo my Soul in this 
trying Seaſon. Being aſked if he could take 
a little Nouriſhment, after ſome Pauſe he 
replied, My Child, I caunot tell what to ſay 

| | 10 
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to it; I ſeem nearly arrived where my Soul 

ſhall have Reſt from all its Troubles, After 
giving in ſomething to be put into his Jour- 
nal, be ſaid, I believe the Lord will now © + 
| excuſe me from Exerciſes of this Kind, and ? 
fee no Work but one, which is to be the laſt 
wrought by me in this World ; the Meſſenger 

will come that will releaſe me from all theſe 
Troubles, but it muſt be in tive Lord's Time, 
_ which I am waiting for. He ſaid, He bad 
labcured to do whatever was required, accord. 
ing to the Ability received, in the Remembrance 

of which he had Peace. And thoigh the 
Diſorder was ſtrong at Times, and would 

come over his Mind like a Whirlwind, yet it 

bad bitherto been kept ſteady, and centered in 
everlaſting Love; adding, and if that's mer- 
cifully continued, 1 aſe nor del; re more. 


At another Time he ſaid, He bad long 
had a View of viſiting this Nation ; and ſome 
Time before he came, he had a Dream, in 
which be ſaw himſelf in the Northern Parts 
of il; and that the Spring of the Goſpel was 
opened in bim, much as in the Beginning of _ 
Friends, ſuch as George Fox and William 
Dewſbury ; and be ſaw the different States of 
People as clear as ever he bad ſeen Flowers 
#1 a Garden ; but in his going on be was _ 
ſuddenly ſtopt, though he could not ſee for 
bat End, bu looked towards Home, * : 

that 
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Les). 
that fell into a Flood of Tears, which waked 


him. 


At another Time he ſaid, My Draught 
ſeemed ſtrongeſt to the North, and I mentioned 
in my own Monthly-meeting, that attending 


the Quarterly-meeting at York, and being there, 
booked like Home to ine. 


Having repeatedly conſented to take a 
Medicine with a View to ſettle his Stomach, 
but without Effect, the Friend then waiting 
on him, ſaid, through Diſtreſs, //hat hall 
I do now ? He anſwered with great Com- 
polure, Rejoice evermore, and in every Thing 
give Thanks : But added a little atter, This 
735 ſometimes hard do come at. 


One Morning early he brake forth in Sup- 
plication on this wiſe: O Lord! i! was thy 
Power that enabled me lo forſake Sin in my 
Youth, and I have felt thy Bruiſes fince for 
Diſobedience, but as 1 bowed under them thou 
bealed me; and though I have gone through 


many Trials and fore Afflictions, thou haſt been 


with me, continuing a Father and a Þriend : 
feel thy Power now, and beg that in the 
approaching trying Moments, thou wilt keep 
my Heart ſtedſaſt unto thee. Upon his 
giving the ſame Friend Directions concerning 
tome little Matters, the ſaid, I vill zake 

| ':- Gare; 
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Care, but hope thou mayſt live to order 
them thyſelf ; he replied, My Hope is in 
Chriſt; and though I may now ſeem a little 
better, a Change in the Diſorder may ſoon 
happen, and my little Strength be diſſolved, 
and if it ſo happen, I ſhall be gathered to my 
everlaſting Reſt, On her ſaying, She did 
not 3 that, but could not belp mourning 
to ſee ſo many faithful Servants removed at 
fo low a Time; he ſaid, All Goodneſs cometh 
from the Lord, whoſe Power is the ſame, 
and be can work as be ſees beſt, The ſame 
Day, after giving her Directions about wrap- 
ping his Corps, and perceiving her to weep, 
he ſaid, I had rather thou wouldſi guard 
againſt Weeping or Sorrowing for me, my 
Sifter ; I jorrow not, though I have had ſome 
painful Conflicts; but now they ſeem over, 
=F Matters all ſettled ; and 1 look at the 


Face of my dear Redeemer, for ſweet is his 
Voice, and his Countenance comely. 


Being very weak, and in general difficult 
to be underſtood, he uttered a few Words 
in Commemoration of the Lord's Goodneſs 
to him; and. added, How tenderly have 1 
been waited upon in this Time of Afliction, in 
which I may ſay in Job's Words, Tedious 
Days and weariſome Nights are appointed unto 
me; and how many are ſpending their Time 
and Money in Vanity and Superfluities, while 
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Thoufauds and Tens of Thouſands want the 
Neceſſaries of Life, who might be relieved by 
them, and their Diſtreſſes at ſuch a Time as 
this, in ſome degree jeftened by the adminiſtring 
of jullable Things, © 


An en who attended him of his 
own Accord (he being unwilling to have 
any ſent for) appeared very anxious to äaſſiſt 
him, with whom converſing, he queried 
about the Probability of ſuch a Load of 
Matter being thrown off his weak Body, 
and the Apothecary making ſome Remarks, 
implying he thought it might, he ſpoke 
with an audible Voice on this wiſe: My 
 Dependance is in the Lord Feſus Chriſt, who 
J iruſt will forgive my Sins, which 13 all I 
hope for; and if it be his Will to raiſe up this 
Body again, I am content, and if to die I am 
ref end: And if thou canſt not be eaſy without 
trying to aſſiſt Nature, in order io lengthen out 
my Life, 1 ſubmit, After this, his Throat 

was ſo much affected, that it was very diffi- 
cult tor him to ſpeak ſo as to be underſtood, 
and he frequently wrote when he wanted any 
thing. About the fecond Hour on Fourth- 
day "Morning, being the 7th of the Tenth 
Month 1772, he alked tor Pen and Ink, 
and at ſeveral Times, with much Difficulty, 
wrote thus: I believe my being here is in 
ts. the Willom of Ch riſt; know not as to 
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« Life or Death.” About a Quarter beſore 
Six the ſame Morning, he ſeemed to fall 
into an eaſy Sleep, which continued about 
half an Hour, when ſeeming to awake, he 
breatlie ] a few Times with more Difficulty, 
and ſo expired without Sigh, Groan, or 
Struggle. | 


Note, 1 often ſaid, I. 1 hid from 


him, whether be might recover or not, and | 


he Has not deſirous to know it; but from his 
own Feeling of the Diſorder, and his feeble 
2 „ thought he fpould wor. 


ILLIAM YOUNG, Son 
of William Young, of Leominſter in 
the County of Hereford, and Hannah his 


Wife, ſhe being deceaſed, was in his Child- . 


hood of a ſweet and ſprightly natural Tem- 
per, and altho' of a tender Frame, ſeemed 
healthy, until he contracted a Cold, which 
at length brought on a Conſumption, 


In the Courſe of his Affliction his Deport- 
ment was grave, and as he grew worle he 
became more thoughttul, and made many 
ſenſible Remarks ot the Uncertainty of viſi- 
ble Things; and expreſſed a grateful Senſe 
of the Kindneſs of Providence _ Ways, 


Ex 2 and 
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and particularly in the Viſits and good Ad- 
vice he received trom Friends ; tor althouzh 
he had been preſerved in a more innocent 
Conduct than moſt young Men of his Age, 
he knew that would not intitle him to the 
Felicity of the Redeemed, and was thereiore 
earneſtly deſirous of attaining ſuch a State of 
inward Purity and Renovation of Heart as 
would procure divine Favour z and on this 
Account had many painful Conflicts: And 
when his Recovery was thought doubtful, 
often lamented his having loſt that Tender- 
nels and Fervency of Spirit towards God 
which he had formerly experienced, 


For many Weeks before his Death he was 
apprehenſive of his End being near, and ſaid, 
I die now in my Youth, it may be all for 
the beſt, and may put other young People upon 
the Conſideration of their Latter-end ; and on 
his Father's ſaying, /: would be well for us 
to be reſigned 10 the divine Will, but intimating 
a Reluctancy to part, he replied with much 
Earneſtneſs, Aye, do be reſigned, let us all be 
reſigned ; and frequently expreſſed a Deſire 
to be reſigned either to Lite or Death; but 
ſaid, If it pleaſed the Lord to fit bim for Bis 
Change, and take him from the ſlippery Paths 
of Life at ſo early a Period, be ſhould think it 
a Favour , for he had no Deſire lo live except 
il was io ihe _ ED his Creator. 

He 
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He ſeveral Times ſhewed great Concern at 


hearing of the diſorderly Walking of ſome 
amongſt us, and a deep Senſe of the wonder- 


ful Goodneſs and Condeſcention of Chriſt in 


ſuffering for Mankind. 


Some Weeks belore his Death, obſerving 
his Siſter weep, he ſaid, We muſt part, I 
muſt leave you; but boße and believe we 
ſhall meet again. 


The 2d of the Firſt Month he was very 
ill, and ſeeing his Father affected, he ſaid, 
O Father, what a Mercy it will be if the 
Lord ſhould be pleaſed lo take me to him{elf ! 
Do not grieve, for if I ſhould be. ſpared and 
turn out naught, it would be a greater Af- 
fiction. 


The next Morning, after having had a 
very bad Night, he was weak and low, but 
appeared quite calm in Mind; and on his 
Siſter's ſaying after ſome other Converſation, 
She hoped he was reſigned ; he replied with 
much Sweetneſs, Yes Siſter, I hope I am quite 
reſigned to the Almighty's Will; but ſurely if 
it is his Will, it will. be a Mercy to be taken 
from this troubleſome World to himſelf, and 
J have a Hope he will take me to himſelf ; be 
bath been pleaſed wonderfully io calm my Mind. 
She obſerved, There was great Room to 


bope, 
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hope, and that the Sufferings of his Friends 
would be greateſt ; he replied very earneſtly, 
O my Sufferings will be nothing in Proportion 
10 my Offences ] but I have a Hope my Of. 
fences will be forgiven. O how merciful is the 
Lord ! How great is his Goodneſs Ho pure 
is bis Love] Mercy, Goodne/s, Purity, belong 
to him, Aſter ſeeing his Siſter much affected 
at what he ſaid, he continued, Ve cannot 
tell Sifter, ſome worſe than me have been 
reflored, he is able io raiſe me up, and if be 
ſbould, and make me ſome Sari of a Member 
(meaning of his Church. Militant) J hope 
Hall be careful to keep near io him; but 1 
deſire not to live, uo not a Moment, as one of 


this World. 


That Night he was ſo weak thoſe about 
him were apprehenſive he could not continue 
long; the next Day he ſeemed pretty free 
trom Pain, but drowſy, and his Expreſſions 

rambling, but quite innocent; indeed his 
Countenance and Converſation was ſweet and 
Lamb-like. The next Morning he deſired to 
be put to Bed, being in great Pain, but 
could not reſt there; and being replaced in 
the eaſy Chair and ſame Poſture he had lain 
for many Nights, ſeemed much eaficr, and 
told his Siſter, He was going; ſhe ſaid, She 
hoped to a beller lnheritance, he replied, 
Aye, for ] believe in one that can ſave me ; 


and 
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and repeatedly 0 ud, The Fear of Death Was 
takea away. And a Day or two before his 
Death, he ſaid, I am going io leave an af 
_ feftionate Father to meet the great Almighty 
Father. 


Another Time, his Siſter ſaying, I. was a 
Favour be was preſerved ſo patient; he ſaid, 
1 hope I ſhail be kept ſo, J am under the 
Lord's Care intirely ; nothing elſe will do, J 
fee nothing elſe will do. The ſame Day he 
uttered many ſweet and lively Expreſſions, 
but his Voice was too low to. be underſtood, 
ſo as to connect the Sentences ; and the Day 
before his Deceaſe, it was fo weak and bro- 
ken, that he could ſcarcely articulate a Sen- 
tence 3 but was meek and patient as a Lamb, 
and once ſaid ſomething about rejoicing in 
the Houſe of God, and when he could no- 
otherwiſe expreſs himſelf, would reach up to 
Kiſs his Father and Siſter, his Heart being 
full of Love; when aſked, 7 he would 
baude any thing to bis eldeſt Siſter then in 
Cornwall? He ſaid, Nothing but. my Love, 
or dear Love; adding, In that Love I feel 
for all. He frequently deſired them about 
him not to 'gricve, and would ſometimes 
ſiy, Why, if you think I am going well, 
ſhould you” grieve 5 and obſerved, That if be 
had brought on his Iineſs by any bad Courſe of 

Life, ut would be hard o bear; but, added, 

1 believe 
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believe you have no Reaſon to think I hs 
- He took a moſt affectionate Leave of his 
Siſter, bidding her, Love and adore the Lord, 
and ſaid ſomething about his Father, which 
could not be underſtood 3; his Father then 
telling him, He hoped there was a Place 


prepared for him amongſt the Bleſſed, and 


that he loved to be with the Good ; he replied 
as well as he was able, Aye, dearly, dearly. 
And in about two Hours after, departed 
ſo quietly that thoſe preſent apprehended 
him fallen aſleep, on the 7th Day of the 
Firſt Month 1773, 1n the nineteenth Year 
of his Age. 


— 


FEXANNAH DUDLEY, late 
H Wite of Robert Dudley, of Clonmell 
in Ireland, was born at Woodbridge in Suffolk, 
and religiouſly educated, which was bleſſed 
to her; and through the prevailing Power 
of divine Love, ſhe was brought to know 
a State of Submiſſion to divers near Trials 
which fell to her Lot; and having her 
Heart weaned from the World and its de- 
tuſive Profits and Friendſhips, ſhe became 
more and more refined, being an Example 
of Humility, Plainnefs and Self. — 


About 


(225 


About the Year 1772 ſome Symptoms 
of a Conſumption appeared, but for ſome 
Time ſhe attended Meetings, both for Wor- 
ſhip and Diſcipline, in ſome of which ſhe 


was enabled to bear a Irgng Teſtimony to 
the Truth, | 


In the Courſe of her Ilneſs many Friends 
viſited her, to whom ſhe was enabled to drop 
ſome tender Expreſſions, and it ſeemed to be 
her greateſt Joy to ſee and hear of the Proſ- 
perity of Truth ; and at divers Opportunities 
ſhe had ſuitable Counſel and * to 
give to thoſe about her. 


About a Week before her Departure, our 
Friend Robert Wills, of Weſt-Ferſey in Ame- 
rica, being in the Courſe of his religious 
Viſit at her Houſe, had a comfortable and 


tendring Opportunity with hers her Huſband 
and Siſter. 


About two Days before her Deceaſe, ſhe 
dropt much excellent Counſel and Advice 
to her Huſband and Siſter, expreſſing Her 
Deſire to be releaſed ; but added, That /he 
hoped to be preſerved patient to the End ; 
and afterwards on ſome Mitigation of her 
Pain, ſignified, Her intire Reſignation to the 
divine Will; and ſpeaking to her Huſband's 
eldeſt Son, in a very weighty Manner ad- 
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viſed him, To remember ber Admonitions ; 
ſaying allo, Shun bad Company, obey thy 
Parent, and do not offend him; ſeek the Lord 
and he will be found of thee, but if thou 
torſake him he will caſt thee off for ever. 


To their Apprentice, ſhe ſaid, Jemmy, 
love Plainneſs and continue in it, for Truth 
leads to Plainneſs ; thou haſt been favoured 
with an Education beyond many, therefore 
prize it, and haſt known Truth, therefore be- 
ware of trampling on the Teſtimony, but be 
circumſpect in all thy Ways and Conduct; 
thou art juſt entering on the ſlippery Part of 
Life, the ſlippery Paths of Youth, and art no 
Stranger to the Temptations and Allurements 
of the Adverjary : 1 have often thought it a 
great Mercy, that thou haſt been preſerved 
from ( believe) almoſt any Vice. Juſt aiter, 
ſhe very affectionately took her Leave of 
her Brother and Siſter-in-Law, ſaying, Our 
Acquaintance has been ſhort, but we have 
loved one another ; and then prayed very fer- 
vently that a Bleſſing might reſt upon their 
Family. | 


Being preſſed to try and take a little Sleep, 
ſhe replied, O that I could fleep in the Arms 
of my Beloved ! And with great Fervency 
prayed, O Lord God have Mercy upon me ! 
and let thy compaſſionate Ear be opened. Lord 

God 
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God Almighty f ſend the guardian Anil of thy 
Preſence to conduct my Spirit. Atter which 
ſhe lay in great Peace and Serenity of Mind, 
growing weaker and weaker, yet ſenſible to 
the laſt, and with her Hand cloſed in her 
Huſband? s, departed without Sigh or Groan, 
as one falling into a ſweet Sleep, the 25th of 
the Firſt Month 1773. Aged about forty- 
ſeven Years, -a Miniſter about nine Years. 
After a very large and folemn Meeting her 
Body was decently interred, the 29th, in 
Friends Burial- ground in Clonmel! aforeſaid. 


* — a. 


AM UEL FOTHERGEHLE 

of Warrington in Lancaſhire, was the 
ſixth Son of our worthy ancient Friend 7obn 
Fothergill, mentioned in this Treatiſe, ſee 
Page 29, and of Margaret his Wife, for 
an Account of whom ſee Volume the ſixth, 
Page go, of Piety Promoted, 


This their Son being of an active and 
lively Diſpoſition, and during his Appren- 
ticeſhip moſtly from under the watchful Eye 
of his affectionate Parent, he fled from the 
holy Croſs of Chriſt, and indulged himſelf 

in the Gratifications of Folly and Licentiouſ- 
neſs, violating the repeated Convictions of 
divine Grace in his own Mind, which bad 
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been mercifully extended from his early 
Years, thereby wounding the Soul of his 
tender Father (of whoſe religious Care to 
form and lead the tender Minds of his Child- 
ren to Piety and Virtue we have an Account 
in the Memoirs of his Life ;) yet his pious 
Admonitions proved nevertheleſs, as Bread 
caſt on the Waters, which return'd after many 
Days; for about the twenty-firſt Year of his 
Age, the Viſitation of divine Love was fo 
powerſully renewed, that it proved effectual 
to turn his Steps out of the Paths of Vanity; 
and as he has expreſſed, with humble and 
awful Gratitude to the Preſerver of Men, 7: 
then appeared clear to his Underſtanding, that 
would be the laſt Call the heavenly Father 
would favour him with , he therefore con- 
ſulted no longer with Fleſh and Blood, but 
gave up to the holy Viſitation, devoting his 
whole Heart and Affections to ſeek Recon- 
ciliation with God, through the Mediation 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; and abiding in great Humi- 
lity under .the purifying Operation of the 
holy Ghoſt and Fire, he became thereby 
qualified for. thoſe eminent Services he was 
called into; for in a few Months, by the 
conſtraining Power and Love of God, his 
Mouth was opened to bear a Teſtimony to 
the Sufficiency of that holy Arm that had 
plucked him as a Brand out of the Fire: 
Thus a Diſpenſation of the Miniſtry being 
| com mitted 
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committed to his Charge, he attended faith- 
tully thereto, and moved therein at the Re- I 
quirings, and under the Direction of divine 1 
Wiſdom, by which Means he ſoon became 
an able Miniſter of the Goſpel, called thereto 1 
and qualified by the Holy Ghoſt; under 

Which Influence he laboured with Diligence, 
and devoted much of his Time and Strength, 
when Health permitted, to the Service of 
his dear Lord and Maſter; for the Continu- 
ance of whoſe Favours he counted nothing 
too near or dear to part with, that he might 
be inſtrumental in gathering Souls to God, 
which was the Object he had in View in all 
his Goſpel-Labours ; being diligent himſelf, 
he endeavoured much to excite Friends to a 
due and conſtant Attendance of Meetings for 
religious Worſhip, and thoſe for the Diſci- 
pline of the Church. 


Thro' the Courſe of his Goſpel-Labours, 
both in publick and private, animated by 
divine Love, he expreſſed an uncommon 
Warmth of Affection tor the riſing Youth of 
this Generation, with whom he was frequently 
led into a deep brotherly Feeling and Sympa- 
thy for their preſent and eternal Welfare; 
under which Concern his Love to this Claſs 
of both Sexes, under all Denominations, was 
ſtrong and ardent, T4 
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He travelled much in this Nation and 

Scotland, ſeveral Times in Ireland, and once 
through moiſt of the North- American Colo- 
nies, in the Service of Truth; where, tho' 
ſingularly humbled in a Senfe of Poverty, 
Weakneſs and Inſufficiency on his firſt land- 
ing, he was by Accounts received, marvel- 
ouſly ſtrengthened, both in publick and 
private, in Goſpel-Authority and Love, to 
the awakening and comforting of many. 


In the fore Part of the Year 1769, he 
vilited moſt of the Families of Friends in 
the Monthly-meeting of Grace-courch ſtreet, 
London; in which Service he was divinely 
ſtrengthened and enabled to extend a helping 
Hand to many in cloſe and neceſſary Labour, 
for their increaling Care, to live and act 
conſiſtent with our holy Profeſſion, to the 
Comfort and Help of divers, and his own 
Peace; and atterwards, at two different Op- 
portunities, he viſited the Families of Friends 
in Horſlydown and Weſtminſter Month]y-meet- 
ings in that City, to the fame good Effect. 


He moſtly attended the Yearly-meetings 
in London, and other Places, when of bodily 
Ability; in which his Goſpel- Labours were 
very acceptable and edifying 3 being parti- 
cularly careful when called from Home, to 
return to his Family and Friends with as 

much 
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much Expedition as the Nature of Ks Ser- 


vice would admit. 


Having acquired a moderate Compete 
by his Diligence and Induſtry, he declined 


Trade for ſeveral Years before his Deceaſc, 


devoting his Time and Talents to the Service 
of the Churches, As a Pillar in the Lord's 
Houle he was ſtedfaſt, being actuated by a 
Chriſtian and manly Zeal z in Deportment 
grave; his private Converſation was ſavo 

and editying, correſponding with his Mini- 


| ſtry, which at Times went forth as a Flame, 


piercing the Obdurate, yet deſcended like 
Dew upon the tender Plants of our heavenly 
Father's planting, the true Mourners in 
Zion, with theſe he travelled in a dee 

Sympathy of Spirit; in his Goſpel-Labours 
free from Aﬀectation, in Doctrine clear, 
found and pathetic, filled with Charity, al- 
lowing for the Prejudices of Mankind, being 
indeed a Miniſter and Elder worthy of 
double Honour, ſpeaking whereof he knew, 
and what his own Hands had handled of the 
good Word of Lite. 


He endured a long and painful Ilneſs with 
much Patience and Reſignation, and towards 
the Cloſe of his Time expreſſed himſelf to 
ſome of his Relaticns, when they took Leave 
of him, previous to their ſetting out tor the 


Yearly- 


136 


Tearly- meeting in London, to the following 
Effect: 


Our Health is no more at our Command than 
Length of Days: Mine ſeems drawing faſt 
towards a Conclufion ;———but I am content 
with every Allotment of Providence, for they 
are all in Wiſdom, —unerring Wiſdom. 


There is ONE THinG which as an Arm 
anderneath, bears up and ſupports, and tho 
the rolling tempeſtucus Billows ſurround, yet 
my Head is kept above them, and my Feet are 
firmly eſtabliſhed. O! ſeek it, —preſs after 
it, —lay faſt Hold of it. 


Tho painful my Nights, and weariſome my 
Days, yet 1 am preſerved in Patience and Re- 
ſignation Death has no Terrors, nor will 

the Grave have any Victory. My Soul 
triumbhs over Death, Hell and the Grave. 


Huſbands and Wives, Parents and Children, 
Health and Riches, muſt all go. — Diſap- 


pointment is another Name for them. 


T7 ſhould have been thankful had I been able 
10 have got to the enſuing Yearly-meeting in 
London, which you are now going to attend, 
. where have been ſo vflen refreſhed with my 
Breibren; but it is alberwiſe allotted, I 


ſhall 
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Hall remember them, and ſome of them will 


remember me. The Lord knows beſt what 


is beſt for us; I am content and reſigned to 
his Will. 


I feel a Foretaſts of that Joy that is to 
come; and who would wh to change 
ſuch a State of Mind ? 


TI ſhould be glad if an ; eaſy Channel could be 
found to inform the Yearly-meeting, that as 1 
have lived, ſo 1 ſhall cloſe, with the moſt un- 
ſhaken Aſſurance, that we have not followed 
cunningly deviſed Fables, but the pure, living 
eternal Subſtance. | 


Let the Aged be ſtrong, let the — 
be animated, and the Youth encouraged ; 
the Lord is flill with Sion; the Lord Sil 
bleſs Sion, 


If I be now removed out of his Church 
Militant, where ] have endeavoured in ſome 
Meaſure to fill up my Duty, 1 have an 
EviDENCE That I ſhall gain an Admiltance 
into his glorious C purch Triumphant, far above 
the Heavens. 


My dear 8 is to all them that love be 


; 
Lord Jeſiis. 


„ He 
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He departed this Life at his Houſe in 


Warrington the 15th, and was buried the 
tyth Day of the Sixth Month 19772, at 
Pernketh, in the fifty-ſeventh Year of his 
Age, and the thirty fixth of his Miniſtry. 


"CY — 


N D row, READ E R, before thou 
cloſe the Book, pauſe a little, conſi- 
der, what Progreſs thou has made in this 
heavenly Race. The Prophet [/azab, after 
deſcribing the Coming of Chriſt, and very 
emphatically jetung torth his Office, the 
peaceable Government of his Power, and its 
glorious Effects upon his Followers, in Chap. 
xi. in the next Chapter declares what the 
Faithful experience: And in that Day thou 
ſpall ſay, O Lord] I will praiſe thee ,, though 
{hou Tas angry with me, thine Anger 1s turned 
away, and thou comfortedſt me, Behold, God 
is my Salvation, 1 will truſt and not be afraid ; 

for the Lord Jebovab is my Strength, and my 
Song, he alſo is become my Salvation, Iſaiah 
. 2. 


The ſame living divine Power, the ſame 
inexhauſtible Source of Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs remains. The Enjoyments of Time are 
tranſient, its Pleaſures are deluſive; let there- 
fore all truſt in his Arm, this is the Strength 
| and 


1235 ] 
and Beauty of Men ; their aloe Help and 


Dependance is here, in all their Exerciſes 
through Time, that when they come to 
cloſe, as has bren the Caſe with the Juſt in 
all Generations, in Effect, to declare, Be- 
hold, God is my Salvation, I will truſt and 
not be afraid; for the Lord Febovah is my 
Strength and my Song, be alſo is become my 
Salvalion. 
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